rod 


-< cx EET” 
"—IISSST 


ry The Power of ; Mp | | 
Congregational Churches | 
Aﬀferted and Vindicated, 


| 1s Anſwer to 2 þ 
TREATS 
O F 
Mr- 7. 4 6'E 
INtiTuLEd 7 -Þ 
i The Defence of Church-G overnment 


exerciſed in Claſſes and Synods,' 


By JonNDDAVENPORT,B,of D, | 


and Paſtor to the Churck i in Newhave# 
{- In New-England. | 


OTNELE | 


% 
—————_—__ a 


—_— 


——— 
2 — — 
—_— —  —-_ —_— > 


Fd eo 


Ifa. 1. 26. | 
7 will reflore thy Tudges, as at the firſt, aud ihe 

thy Counſellors, as at the beginnins : after- |; 

| wards thou ſhalt be called;The C of Kigh- 

| teouſueſs, the fait wiki m_— 


4 — - SG — _———— — ——— 


— "—_ - v0 Aa: ISR 


Printed in the Year , 
I 6 7 2: | 


Pee2424442: 268848 


TEES EEE IE. 


Co oporobpopebeeye 


TO THE 
EA DE. 


Ee diſpoſals of GOD 14 his Provi- 
dence with referexce t1 the travels 
of Truth, and. bringing forth « F 
Light , are much to be obſerv:d 
' have much to be read in theme There 
h been a great aid nver-ruling hand 
rted, aud that very conſpicuouſly , about 
preſent L[reatiſe. The Reverend and. 
raed and eminently accompliſh'd Author 
F finiſhed. a Traftate, with this Title, ant. 
this Subject, near thirty years ago : but 
Ps thyme was not yet come for its publiſh- 
: it periſhed therefore in the rude Waves 
Do vat Ocean, with ſome other excet>= 
M. muſeripts and precious Chrijfti.ms. 
| A 3 Newsp 


To the Reader. 


Per ontbel (5, fome ſeven years after, God ſ 


- {£ "g's 


im about 7 is vgain-and then befiniſhed wh: 
4 np (- aft twenty years more J) thi 
made pirblick. Thus comes this ſhort ai 
neruons Treatiſe to have bad a double, an 
(0 a more _—_ digeſtion in the heart | 
fo judicious and holy 3 Servant of Chri 
Tor os the 7 "inecip! es and grounds he 
proceeded on ſuch as our Author ſudden! 
o7 "ee? ly took ups He was of too ſeriou 
WC; Dy aud adviſed a ſpirit , -Iightiy 
zake up, or ſu: 1dealy 20 vent ajy ſmgnl 
app: echer; ſous in the things of God. 
would be to long to relate , ( thouth 
ould fro: Et: own hand J 1109 he H 
furjt (targered in his confyrmity . aud aft = 
ward, fully gre off by ſet Cnaferem 
and Debates . -2t47 bimfe, +4 and ſanders 
zper Miniſters Sees with Jr. John Ct 
ton then driven from Doulton oz accr; 
of NOnOnRe rMmMty. Nor am © williy! 
revive the Memory of what Aflidions 
Anthor ons was underwent, becaute 
could aot be ſatisfied i 177 Conſcience in ib 
iwo Points > Vite a Part ticular Churches 
Is ſabjefed to a Clattis.© © paptizing 1 73; t | 
Latitude which was thes  pratiiſed , ai © 
Fl in that Church, 10 which be bad an cat 
eff Call, and with which the Lord ga t 
ge VOY general and £76: accebt a;356s þ 


ADS 7 
Gov 8s 


To the Reader. 
-optain It is , the Principles held forth in 
ihis Treatiſe, coſt the Reveread Author, not 
only many ſuſferings, but alſo many, very 
many ſad ſearchings- and much reading,and 
ft dy O04 ſet purpoſe - accompanied with 
mnifold prayers and cryes #0 the, Father of 
Lights for light theretts After all which 
he was more and more confirmed in them , 
and attained to ſuch comfortable clearneſs 
therein, as bore him np with much inward 
peace and ſatisf attion under IM bis afftici;- 
ets ont the account of his perſwaf} mn in theſe 
Points» And jo perſwaded, lived, and jo 
died this grave and {erines ſpirited maj, 
The Reader will find in it C which is a rare 


w 
4 


 conjunGion ) much jurceintineſ;, with much 


Scripture elearneſs. Light contradied, like . 
the. Sun-beams in a Burning-olaſs , 1s the 
tronger, and would be the more grateful 
; if ut could poſſibly meet with an Eye 
'ble to receive' it. There are that think, 
and as they concetve from Scripture grounds 
tu3, that the glory of the Saduts in Heaven 
"crerves additions, and increaſes daily , as 
i217 holy walk , and faithful ſervice when 
ere 4 Farth , doth after they are gone , 
bring forth Fruit to the praiſe of God a® 
mg (t thoſe that are left behind them. If 
fo, they that ever had any value and affe- 
5. for this Eminent Servant of _ 
an 


M9 11 Fn 
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2 Prom A 


To the Reader: 
( and there were, yea yet are many int whoſe 
bearts a Precions remembrance of him lives, 
nd will live for ever ) are engaged to 
read nd improve this Excellent Work of his 
for their inifradion , and eſtabliſhment i;t 
the Truths of Chriit, It was for ſeveral 
Months ſince ſent over from New-England, 
with defire that it might be Printed. The 


' wiſe and all-diſpoſing Providence of God 


allotied this as the ſeaſon for it, and wn his 
ſeaſon all thiags have a peculiar beauty and 
ic may be preſ umed that the heart s of God-s 
people are more generally prepared for a rea- 
ay entertainment of light held out to them, 
and that the Lord will pleaſe to fulfil that 
good word of Promiſe upon all bis faithful 
and humbled people, Ezck. 43- 11. | And 
if they be aſhamed of all they have done, 
EXC : 

There are two things run tvrough this 
whole ailcourſe, and are ligiple evex 14 every 
Hine of ite ; 

1. That th power of Churches is con- 
fined to wy CS Propria , zheir own pro- 

oy mater 
That there 3s mot any Spiritual 
Chirrdl L;-power, to which they are by any In- 


 3:;2tion of Chritt ſubjefced Two grand 


and Pillar-Prin: ples of the Congr egational- 
3+ Pay 1 bat of them abundantly cleared 


from 


e 
P 


6 


is. I I >. ES. 8” | 


To the Reader? / ' 
f-19 miſtakes, and eſtabliſhed upon Ycrips 


uure-foundations. | 

Now the bleſſing of Heaven go with it , 2g 
l-ad the Reader anto the truth of Chriſt in 
theſe Points, and to take off from the minds 
of ſuch of our Rulers, anto whoſe hands 


| this Book may fall, all thoſe prejudices a- 
| cainft the Congregational-way , which 3 
8 212y have been unjuſtly miſ-repreſented - un- 


der. For as in all the main matters of 
Faith and Do&rine we differ not from the 
eftabliſhed publick, Profeſſion of the King- 
dom, yea are much more tenacious thereof 
2ban many ef our zealous adverſaries 3 ſo in 
zhoſe things, which ſeem to be our hoſt ſmgu- 
lar Opinions ( and wherein we differ moſt 
from the publick, Profeſſion, and for which 
we have ſuffered, and are ready by the 
grace of Chriſt ſtill to ſuffer even worſee 
Matters , if the will of God be ſo concern- 
Ing ws ) this Book, after many others , 
which ſpeak, the ſame Language, may ren- 
dev it plain and evident to impartial and 
»#derſtanding Readers , the Principles amd 
pretitces of the Congregational-way , are 
21"t in truth ſo incompatible with the power 
of the Supream Magiſtrate in matters of 
Religion , as ſome would repreſent , nor 
iu as may render them ſuſpedted to Civil 


To th Reader? |. 
pews,” and that therefore we may wot for 
theſe our Principles be accounted unworthy 
. 80 enjoy a peaceable dwelling in our native 
| T and, the weal whereof is more dear to us 
Mw than our lives , or all our private earthly 


; enjoyments 21 ths 
May 29. Les Fes - 
Hl 672» M, N, q 
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Heret. Cap, 


COnkRat omnem DoErinam , quz 
cum Eccleliis Apoftolicis matri- 
cibus & originalibus fidei confſpiret, 
vericati deputandam , d fine dubio 
tenentem quod Eccleſia ab Apofto- 
lis, Apoftoli a Chrifio, Chriſtus' 2 
Deo uſcepit : reliquam vero om- 


ne Do&@rinam de mendacio prz- 
j1dicandam » quz 1ſapiat Contra ve- 


ritacec1 Ecclciiarum , & Apoſtolo- 
Hos & Chriſti, F< Dei, 


Wer PETR Ecdl, Io Tom.7. 


© Subt.cerr$tibri Ponttutct, quo- 
Tum 


f a _— 
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b-- rum Auhoritats utriq3 ; conſentimas} 


z credimus , utriq; ſervimus: 


- tbi quzramus Ecclefiam , ibi diſcu; 


tiamus Cauſam poſtram, 


| Hieron, Epif. ad Meinerizg: & 


ACA GRATEHS» 


f 


20. 


Omnia probate,quod bonum eſt 
renete-—eftote probati nummularij, 
utfiquis nummus adulter eſt ,& figu- 
ram Czfaris non haber, nec fi 

eſt moneta publica,reprobetur , qui 
autem Chriſti faciem claro i > : 
lumice, in cotdis noftri marfupium 
recondatur, | : 


2262002200040 
The? Churches Charter. 
Containing Two Parts; 


. The Conftt ftituttort of 2 articular ui{i+ 
TY ble Churches. 
3 


, The Priviledges and Power rivet 
UL ſuch Churches; 


ut I Efore I | proceed to examine Me: 

Pagets a reuing for the Eccleſt- 

S ſtical Juridical Power of Claſſes, 
. T ſhall poſitively declare what 
wer 1S given by Chriſt to patticular 
rches, after I have deſcribed their con- 
tion according to Chriſt his appoint-= 
it: In every of which particulars I ſhall _ 
cipally infiſt ii the metaphor of a = : 
ration or body politick, ſuch as thatih 26.1; 
ie chiefeſt and moſt perfect Cities is : & 65.14, 
I find, that it pleafeth the Holy —_— 2 
ft in Scripture, frequently to expreſs p 1x5 
matter under this fimilitude. * But FE & 20.9. & 
I not veriture toapply it any further 21. 2. & 
the light of Truth in Scripture will inert 

B dire * 9k 
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*Mat. 3.17 ( 2 >, - ; 
os 3. dire& and warrant : exe WE finde t 
22,23-  gofand Charter is felf;'emd the unvicnt Þ 
Cypr: 2d, fidents of the firſt. Chiſftian' Chiitd 
gen 3. : planted by the Apoſiles. A 
Si ſolus theſe Records I ſhall Endeavour to decla 
Chriſtus the mind of Chriſt, "whom God the 


ern ther commands us to hear, * im all thn 
2 


. FE" at- Whatſoeverhe faithunto us, and that up 


tendere der a dreadful penalty, + Whence Cypn 
quid ali- Joth wel infer, If only Chriſt u to be hes 
quis "© ve ought not to attend what any before 

um  #hought ſhould be done, but what Chriſt, 1 
putaverit, js before all, hath done, and appointed . to 
fed quid, Joyce. For we ought not to follow the uj 
qu ee of : men, but the Truth of God, ſeem 


CR” Lord ſaith by the Prophet Iaiab, Iu of 
prior fece- they worſhip me, teaching for doctrines 
rit, & fa- | mimandements of men. The Charter 
_—_ cording to which particular Churc 
Neque e- to be confiituted, and their power, 
nim homi- ,e propria, is tobe ſtated, we tid in] 
M. 16. 18,19. In the opening and expla 
nem ſequi whereof, 1 purpoſe, with Chrift s al: 
oportetz; ance, to proceed in this method) 11i,uahc 
ed Dei Jjng the conſtitution of a particular \ 


_ veritatemz 'Churchz 2ly, clearing the POWET ot it-W! 


clim per ' . 8 hold nc 
at The words in Mat- 16+ 19, 

Prophe. a perfe& Rule for the conſtituting Mc 

tim Dcus.y;fhje Church, of its caulcs, of & i 

Joquatur | inct! 

77 t, We ſhall ſpeak ſeverally.and difitnetly 


the inors largely, thatthe firength of ſuc 

c UWbjcFipns as occurr, in each particular, 
Bray be duly weighed 3, and in handling 
Sehcm, I ſhall obſerve this arder:  ' 
7. I ſhall propound,. what Þ conceive 
o. be the truth, in certain docFyinal Con- 
luſions. 2. Explicate and conffrm them: 
2. Deduce thence ſuch Conſearies of In- 


F 


Wcrences as freely flow from them: 


CHAP, I. 
1. "THe principal efficient. cauſe is 
& noted in this chuſe, I will build 
: Chbyrch. ] I? whois that ? eyen he; 
| Whom Peter had confeſſed in theſe words, 
[bow art the Chriſt, the Son of the living 
(s 01 That 15; Jeſus our Mediator. 1. He 
xeaks in the firſt Perſon, not in.the ſe- 
crsWond : For though he uſeth mc as his jn- 
n Mfirumexnits, yet himſelf;by his-Spirit, build- 
an@th his Church, Zach.4-6- Therefore it js 
 Balicd.bis Building, 1Core3e9. 2+ He ſpeaks 
ot jn the preter, or preſent tenſe, bit 
von the future | I will build.] For though 
it- Fhriſt was yeſterday, is to day, and ſhall 
de ever, the builder of his. Church 3 yet 
g Wethus ſpeaketh in a particular reſpect;to 
"We Chriſtian Churches; under the New- 
ER, s - Teſtament, 


ly 


1 _ 
Teſtatnent, which ſhould be bxile ( afte 
his Aſcenſion -)*of | Fews and Gentile 
joyned into one body , por the foundati 
on. of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chrilif 
being the Corner-Stone , &c. Epheſ. 2. 29 
21, 22. The Concluſion hence is, 
1. Concl, That Jeſus Chriſt our Mediatour is tt 
_ +, only immediate Authour and Inſtituta 
of particular viſible Churches. ] T 
-he ſpeaketh here of a particular viſt 
- Church, and not of the Catholick Churd 
appeareth, by his giving to it the Keyes 
Which, we ſhall prove hereafter, are g 
ven only to particular Churches. 2. 
Chriſt himſelf is the only immediate I: 
' ſtitutor of ſuch Churches , may be evit 
ced 1. Generally, from Heb. 3. 3, 4, 
2. Particularly, by Induction,thus 3 1k 
IS the Door, by whom they that are ordcillf 
admitted ; muſt exter, Joh. 10.9. 2. i 
ſers the Members, every one of them, in th 
Placeand rank which they have ix the Bi 
dy, 1 Cor-12. 18. and gifteth them af 
_ cordingly, Epbeſ« 4- 7. 3- He compa 
' the whole Body, Epheſ:4. 16- and firm? 
' knits the materials together in this Spi 
*-tual building ,. 1 Fet. 2. 5- 4 He gif 
the ſeveral Offices and Officers, Paſta! 
Tecachets , Ruling-Elders, and Deacot 
"1 Core 12+ 28" Epbeſ.4. 8,11, 5. Het 
FIT | point 
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, © 
ointeth the viſible Seals; Baptiſm, Col. 2. 
So, 11, 12. andthe Lords Swpper, 1 Cor. 
1,23, &c- 6+ Helis the Law-giver to. 
is Church , Fam» 4+ 12.. 9. He. is the 
ord of all Church-Admminiſtrations , 
Cor, I'2» - HP 8, The Cenſures have 
cir power and efficacy from him., Rev, 
7+ I Cor. 5+ 4:5+ 9+ The bleſfing cf all 
e Ordinances 1s from his Inſtitutiou. of 
iem ,. and effectual preſence with his 
burch and Miniſters diſpenſing them, , 
lletth.28.19, 20+ & 


Thus he is þy a three-fold right. 1.From Reaf. 
» IfÞie Decree and Donation of the Father, 
ini/al- 2.7, 8. Fohn 3. 35- and-5+ 22, 23: 


From -the Redemption of his Churc 
97. 20. 28, Phil. 2.9, 10, 11. Matth, 
W. 18,19,20. 3+ From his conqueſt over 
We powers of darkneſs , from whence he 
Wth delivered them, and tranſlated them 
to his Kingdom, Col.1-13. 

& [In all theſe reſpe&s, and many more , 
us Chriſt, our Mediatour , hath right 
inſtitute particular Chriſtzan Churches, 

Wd to caſt them into what mould he plea» - 
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tolff From this Concluſion , thus proved, I 
infer, as followeth. | 
M1 Conſe. Then Jeſus Chriſt is the 
ly Lord, and Head of ſuch Churches as 

. - hime 
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hath inftituted,. This fol 


they axe called, Aiv9o1 (avzr5, 1. Pet- bile 

ence they grow 4p. itt all things. Tnto Wille 
which is the Head,” Chrift and are <difffina 
ing and edified Merubers if the Body, Iifell 
"4+eI5 J I Go : 


- - 


Nor is Chriſt the Head only of the Wi 


_ tholick Church, but alfo of every partiſoy 


lar. Church inſtituted by hi is whid | ip 
thetefore frequently by Chriſt him(ſclfiſſcer 


led, the Kingden of God, arid of Heap 


phe King wheredf is Chriſt ; 'his Subſ 
are viſible Believets, profeſſing their Fi 


 ; 
Fi him, and their ſubjeion to his Laws, 
ind Ordinances ,-2 Cor. 9. 13+ This Sove- 
nign pbwer is ſo properly Chriſts, that it 
5 not communicable ta any Creatures nor 
ſcan any man be his Subſtitute or Vicar 
1d fherein. For neither doth Chriſt , or his 
enChurch need (uch a Vicar, or yiſible Head 
atWof the Church , ſeeing the Church is com- 
- 1SÞpleat in Chriſt alone , Col. 2. 10» Nor 1s 
tiſany Creature capable of diſcharging the 
| ofan Head unto _ Church, Epbeſ. 
i. ray 1,22, 23. 
By : 2: Confeg. Then it is not in the pow- 
Offer of Earthly Kings or States, or Civil 
ourts, to make Eccleſiaſtical Laws, or 
Mo invent and impoſe any Rites or Forms 
WÞf Worſhip upon Churches , according to 
: Principles of State-Policy, or Humane 
Prudence. Though Moſes was, as-well a 
 2-Yoreat Prophet, as a great Prince, yet-God 
; ft no part of the building of the Taber- 
auldnacle to his prudence, 'but limited him in 
Ui things to the pattern'iu the Moupt , 
WExod, 25: 40+ 'Nor' might Solomor' , 
> (Fihough the wiſeſt of meer men, a& by his 
own wiſdom in building the Temple , but x c4cn.28:; 
aſhe was guided (therein by: the perfe& pat- 11,12, 13+ 
f tern , * which David gave him from the 
Fir Soiconcerning, Chriſtian Churches, 
F Chriſt hath givcn his Pcople a perfett pat-= 
Mu B 4 tern, 


18) 


fie in Ezek, 43+ IO, IIs That they may kee 
tbe whale Form thereof, and all the Ordina 


ces thereof, and do them, which alſo Chriſ 


expreſly requireth itt Mattb-28.19,20. 
3- Conſe. Then every particulax vi 


fible Church muſt exalt Chriſt and his In 


ſticutions alone, in their whole Churc 
. Order, and in all their-Admiſtrations.Thi 


Is their viſible receiving Chriſt Feſus th 


Lord, ayd walking in him , Col. 245, 
The Church is Chriſt's Houlez and it's 
gual, according to Natural light, and 
vil prudence, that every man ſhould be 


tern, which he requireth the Miniſters tt 
hold forth diſtinQly in every point of it 
. to his people 3 according to that- Prophe. 


| 


'. 0d 


Rule in his own Houſe, Efth.1. 22, Muc : 


more Chrift, who is God and Man« 4 
taxerxes ſhall riſe up in judgment with: 
ſuch as incroach upon Chrift's Right, 


ordering Churches by their policies , ani 


condemn them for he , fearing the je 
louſy and wrath of God , if men ſhou 


take ſuch liberty to themſelves , providah 


againſt it, by a ſtrict Decree, ſaying,YYhs 
jo is commanded by the God of He! 


* "Lex it be diligently doxe for the Houſe of th 
God of Heaven ; for why ſhould there ff 


wrath againſt the Realm 2 &c, Efth. 7423. 


LY - 


Nox 1s the wrath of Chaiſt leſs formif 


Ha 

M42ble to us, or his jealoufie leſs incenſed. 
it&@eainſt thoſe, that, cither add to,' or take 
neMfrom, or alter his Inſtitutions now , than 
een times paſt: 3 but rather more, Hebr.12, © 
7 25-to the end. | 

i So much ſhall ſerve touching the Ech- 

| cient Cauſe and TInftitator of parti- 

. cular viſible Churches. 


(oncerning the Material Cauſe. 


He Materials whereof this Spiritual 

Buildirig miſt conſiſt, are implyed, 

hen Chriſt: faith, Upon this Rock will I 

Wild , &c.' together with Peters confeſſi- 

-n, IN ver. I 6+ and Chriſt's approbation of 

, ver. 17- Which gave occaſion to this 

bpeech of Chriſt, Vpor this Rock , 6c. For 

e Rock is Jeſus Chriſt, x Cor, 3- 11+ 

gut how conſidered ? not ſimply, and in 

n abſtra&t ſenſe; but, 1. As Preached by 

he Miniſtry of the Goſpel, Ephbef. 2. 20. 

©. As believed on witha Faith made vi- 

ible by publick confeſſion , according to + 
Mom. 10.9, 10. Chriſt believed on, is 

123-Wbe Foundation , or Rock, of the Catho= 

Hh Wick inyidble Church ; Bur Chriſt believed 

aL on 
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en and confeſſed , is the Rock whereupon 
4 patticular- viſible Chuxch is built. It 
this Expolitron , ſundry of the Ancient 
(2) Bofil. Writers, 4) and the Orthodox Modern 
_—_ - . generally conſent. 
Nez. de The Do@rinal condufion, which theſe 
Comp. diſ- words of the Charter afford us , concern 
eoomon ing the materials of particular vitibl} 

mmf Churches, is, that; 
47. Ambr. 2+ Conclufix. It is the will and ax 
in Eph. 2. pointment of Chriſt , that 'all and onl 


_ 20.Aug-in {ch prown perſons be admitted Member 


lib. 1.Re- 
trad. c.21. 


of particular Churches , who make {ud 
2 publick profeſſion of their Faith , as thiſ 
Church may.; if charitable diſcretion, cory 
ceive, hath bleſſedneſs annexal to it, at 
is ſuch as flcfh and blood hath not reveal 
© a man, but our Heavenly: Father. 

2 That Chriſt here meant a-parti 
viſible Church , and not only the -Cathogh! 

lick Church, we havepartly evinced alre 
dy, and ſhall morefi y hereafter. 2» 4 | 
erſons meant Sm" + ate adult. 
wn PCI fons, appearct y xs queſtior 
So Apofiles, Whom do men fay? and 
whom do ye ſay,+bat 1 am ?. and, by Peter 
anſwer. As for Infants, they ate indec 
Members of the Church, and, as:fuch,Baj 
ized ; yet it-is4v, only as they are incl 
dcd in their Parems, by 'vertuc of the 
> | VCcn: q!' 


"Wi Cor: 7. 14. 3+ Thar ſich 
Ygrown perſbns , tint make a publick con- 


(11) 


PB endnt; wherein they art PT: with 


their Parents , Ge) 17)-. 2675, 3b, 39. 


13, Or 


Rfion of Faith before the Lord and his 


| [rouge 7] So Chriſt required Pier to do 


and; when he halt fo done ,  faid 
Wehiit , ©fon this Roth T 193 

hurch 0 VILs 1n after tires. 
ticular CH iſtian Church yays rl _ 
tituted; at this time 4norti _ the A 
eden oC iſt, in 48. 1: 4.4. Then 


Wrike this courſe ; and ever: itcer ; all the 
EF World oyer., if you will have a partict- 


lar Char, tb be cknowkns 413% 5 tne ro 
be my building y Sir Confel 


| 'on of Fac mh be ag” made , as that the 


turch thy, in charitabdfredion con 


Ml ctive it to have bleſſednels atinexcd, Bec. 


For ſeeing it pleaſerh Chriſt touſe Men as 


4M his iſles in building his Chardh , 
Zach. 


pheſe 4-11,12. ” 45 is core. | 
that they Ni prove the judgzitenc which 
they oh Garifts judgetnent 'conctth- 
ing Peter was infallible; for be Fuely whis 
45 in uh, John 2. * 25. Bur the Ofi- 
<ets _ Members of the "Charch -are but 
-men, who judge by the outward apprarante, 
I Sam. 16.7. Therefore rheit judgment 
$ fallible, and hachbeeh deceived; _ 

ce 


: (12) — 
ſee in the judgement of the Apoſtles ar | 
the Church at Feruſalem concerning, Audi 
nias and Sapphiraz. and in that of Phili 
_ and the Church in Samaria concernin 
Simon Magus, Sc, Their duty 1s to prof 
ceed as far as men may, by Rule, with d 
moderation and gentleneſs, to try then 
 whoofter regs,” an: to fellowſhip , whe 
ther they be Believers, or not 3 refuſing 
known Hypocrites 3 though when they 
'-have done all they can, cloſe H ite 
will creep in. 5. That all they who hol 
forth ſuch a profeſſion of Faith , as th; 
_ _ Church may, in charitable diſcretion, cor 
ceive to be trueare to be receiv'd.]Thoug! 
_ ſome of them have been formerly ſcands 
Jous, yet now holding forth repentanc 
they are tobe received, 1 Cor. 6-11, an 
though ſome are at preſent, weak in F aitl 
yet, if we may conceive that the Lord 
hath received them, the Church muſt 
_ccive them, Rom14- 1, 3. For Chriſt a 
, proved this confeſſion of Peter, though ht 
 wasSat preſent but weak in Faith, as the 
. following Story in this Chapter, v-22,23 
_ clearly ſheweth. 6. That none but ſuch 
. be admitted inco Church-fcllowſhip. Forſh 
this I limits the Church , to accept 
only ſuch. Upor this Rock will 1 build 
. my Church. be Oo Chriſt believed on , and 
pur 


bil 


_ nr 
blickly confeſſed. A meer verval con- 


fon is not that Rock. For the Devils: 


ade ſuch a confeſſion of Chriſt, yet were * 
built on him, Like 4-34-But this con- 

ion of Peter was ſuch as held forth his 

ich in himz as appears by Chriſt's 
fold Elogy, or praiſe of it® 1. From 


; cfſet. Bleſſed art thow, &c;as, Fob. 17.3- 


From the procreant cauſe of it : Not 


Wb and blood, but my Father bath revealed 


, aS Mat- 11-25, 26- 3- From the title 


te 23s, or Peter , before promiſed , Fobx 
Y 42- and now confirmed to him, figni- 
Wing 2 Stoxez whereby Chriſt, not only 


knowledgeth his faith , and that he was 


vWcreby a living Stone, and fit to have a 


ncipal place in this Spiritual Building, 
2 which ſenſe, Peter applyeth a like title 
other Believers, 1 Pet. 2+ 4, 5- who yet 


Sere inferiour in degree to himſelf) but 
-oo giveth him this Prerogative and Ho- 
"Wur, that he ſhould be the firſt Planter of 


xe Chriftian Church, both amongſt the 


Jews, Act. 2. and the Gentiles, Act-157. 


The Concluſion may be confirmed by 
two Arguments in the Text. 
1. From the name whereby he calleth 


this holy Society , inuAnolc ( amd TY 


xAGiv ) a Church, 3. e. a company called 
« Whence ? ſee Fob.15-19. To —_ ? 
CC 


Se I Cor-Io 2+ How? Nor oulyb 
vocation, by mans miniſtry, rb th 
thern ta repent and believe: $9 ſundry 
called, why are not, in the leaſt, wroygl 
upon tq anfiver that call,, bug py it q 
(as they whp were invited to the gre 
Supper, Luk 16418. )with excyle. Such a 
called, way RO _ Therefore JC 
is required. to qu or memberſhip 
4 vidble Ghurch, viz. paſſive wcgtia 

- whereby they axe wrought. upon co alf 
fwer Gods call, by ſubmiſſion thereuntl 
at leaſt, in| outward profeſſion , thoup 
ſome doit but feixedly, Pſc 18-44+ Saint 
by interual ayd inviſible calling, are ſud 
25 anſwer Gads call inwardly and fpir 
tually.' Saints, by external and vidblec 2 
lng, are ſubdued to yeeld obediencet 
the Wordin-vifble profehion. Thus, ; 
that were eallcd into the Vineyard, þ 

© mweh efficacy of the Spirit in tha 
that they. all. came igto the Vineyard, a 
Hboured in 3t, though not with like fu 
cerity- Mat. 20» According to this cl: 

:con5.2, Of the Chapter, the Churches planted! 

Eph.1.2, the Apoſtles, were conſlituted, for t! 

*:Theſ.1.1 materials of them 3 elſe the Apoliles.coul 

6.” wages +27 not have given both the f members a 

& 6.16, * Churches fach high titles, as they d 

1TimS.ris Nor did they by theſe titles deſcribe! ' 


invutl 


my | ( Is ) | 
a 5. For to luch,Pasl wrote his Epiſtles; 
7 Wand the like expreſſions are applyed, in 
-"DÞDther textsmaniteſtly to viſible Churches, 
vor do theſe titles deſcribe particular 
g "MChurches only according to the- better 
" More of members, but ſuch they did, in the 
: SHhudgement of chriſtian charity, conceive 
"t; Tall their members to be, as Pax told the 
Philippians, Phil. 1+ 6,7. which. he could 
"Wnot have ſaid if he had not known the 
”" Wcre of the Church, in admitting per- 
*, Mons into memberſhip with them, to be 
- Maccording to the concluſion - uoted by 


US» 
From Chriſt's appropriating. ſuch a Rea 2. 


"Yparticular Church to himſelf, owning 1t 
” Mtor his {| my Church] q. d. I own any 
> WChurch thus built by my ſelf to be my 
EChurch;z according tc thatiin AF. 2.47. 

4 The Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as © 
: How? Not only by giving them ſaving, 
11 faith, and ſoadding them to the quvifible 
: Ml Church, but alſo by his inclining their 
 Mhearts to offer themſelyes- unto the-fel- 

"© Flowſhip of the viſible Church, and to 
.M profeſs their faith before them : and by 
bowing the hearts of the Apoſtles and 


.M Brethren to receive them into viſible com- 
| munion 
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mutiion of vifible Ordinances ; as appe: 
cth, v:41,42. Thus he added them, dai 
#6 the Charch ; which cleares it to be al 
a& of the Lords ordinary diſpenſation 
and therefore preſidential to the Church 
in their ordinary practice. They, wh 
were thus added, are fajd to be ſuch off 
ſhould be ſaved. That is 3 they were ſuch, 
either in the judgment of the Lord, which: 
is infallible; or in the judgment of tt 
- Church, which 1s fallible. The Churd 
looked at them, according to' their fruit 
viz. their profeſſion of faith, and theit 
Chriſtian converſation, obſerving ſo muck 
in both, that they ſaw reaſon, m charity 
guided by rule, - to conceive them to be in 
a ſtate of Salvation. Such were thie thre 
thouſand ſpoken of in »« 41. as appearec 
by their affectionate and ſubmillive iriqu 
ring of the' Apoſtles, whom they mocked 
before, what they ſhould do to be ſaved 
being pricked in their bearts. v. 37. and af- 
terwards, by . their gladly receiving the 
Word; both of promiſe, for themſelves 
and theit Children, with faith; and off 
precepr, torepent and be baptized, and to 
ſave themſelves from that froward generati- 
on, with obedience.. Frue it is, that they 
eould not int one day make fo large ac- 
counts of. Gods work upon them, as ar 
| commonly 


"FF. | 
0 tonty held forth "in our Churches v 
pr do we effect too latge narrations, but 
th ſuch paſſages, as are ſuperfluous, left 
t: And at that time, leſs was needful 


Tag be expreſſed, than hieceflity calls for a- 


Wong, us, ordinarily. , For the Apoſtles 
Ad a more quick Spiritual diſcerning, 
jan ordinary Othcers ' and Churches 
ve. And concerning the three thouſand, 
a. 2. the rnanner of their offering them- 
ves to Church-fellowſhip, viſibly. at ſuch 
tire, - when ſuch viſible confeſſion of 
hriſt was, with manifeſt hazzard to their 
Ss, gave good ground tothe Apoltles | 
I the Brethren,of canceiving charitably, 


inW{at they were all-of ' them in a ftate.of -* 


*Wlvacion, afid ſuch as the Lord' himſelf 
oided to the Church. In thcfe places and 
Wines, where Church-fellowſhip is 'an 
dnour, and drawes after it ſundry out--* 
id and worldly advantages, it will be 
Scccffaity; that the Church be fatisficd, as 
7 (afficient teſtimony concerning ther 
od converſation, ſo by their holding 
Wrchi cheir- confeffion of faith , both que 
editur, and qu4 creditar, of the Doctrine 
Faith, *and of the Gift of Faith, how it 
25 wronght, and how 1t works in therh, 
5 Mr. Rogers, in his Treatiſe of.- Faith, 
ath it may be known of men by thoſe. 
Fo | C trials 


— 


(18) 

tryals. And this care ſuits the nature 
Church-power , which is delegate a 
ſtewardly. For, as the faithfulneſs of 
Steward bindeth him to receive none iff 
to his Lords family, but according tol 
Lords mind -and appointment ſo t 
faithfulneſs of the Church unto Chriſt of 
ligeth them to receive. ſuch ito this þ 
ly tellowthip, as they may, in charitali 
diſcretion, conceive, the Lord receive 
and addeth thereunto.. 

Againſt what hath been ſaid, two « 
jecions are made, | | 


Objed. 1. Obj. Chriſt received Judas,whom he hn 


Anſw.1. 


ObjeF2. 


to be a bypocrite,into fellowſhip of the twel 
Anſw. 1. Not 1nto a particular viſi 
Church 3 for no ſuch was then gathen 
2. Chriſt kad a peculiar reaſon & it, v 
doth not coucern Churches, Foh. 13. 18 
Obj. 2. Chriſt himſelf compareth viſi 
Churches, to a Field, wherein are Tares 
a Draw-Net, which gathers good and iſ 
Fiſhes > to tenVirgins, of which five 1 
Fooliſh > and the Churches planted by 
Apoſtles had in them ſundry Hypocrites, alſo 


 ſeandalous perſons. 


Anſw. Such places ſhew, 1. That 
vitble Churches ſometimes Hypociilif 
are mixed) Either by the ſteepineſs, 


fault of thoſe that ſhould prevent Si 


9 
the Tares: or by the wylineſs- 
= ff Hypocrites, who creep in unawares, 
4+ 4s the bad Fiſh came into the net 
| er water: or they pretend ſaving gifts, 
the five fooliſh Virgins 3 ſo, falſe Bre- 
1, Gal. 2+ & 2» The pureſt Churches 
nay be blemiſhed with ſcandals, till they. 
> Wn orderly proceed againſt them.z but 
cahen they —_ be caſt out. Therfote they 
1Vnew not that they were ſuch before. 
From this 2d conclufion,thus cupyoinnd 
| confirmed, we may infer as followeth. 
if this beſo3 then niore 1s Duns Conſett t 
Ss: the eſſential property of Church-mem 
71s, a5 viſible, than that they profels 


UW-fore men the Faith, *crave fellowſhip 


hen ith the viſible Church, and defire = 
t Viſible ſeals of the Covenant: For men 
* 19ay have all theſe three properties, who 
notoriouſly ſcandalous in their lives, 

) Drunkards, Adulterers, prophane Swear- 
and Curſers in a word, ſuch as are 


"Bcſcribed, 2 Tim. 3+ 2, 3, E I ho bave s 
of Godlineſs, denying the power of it, 
py. whom the Apoſile”'s charge 
, from ſuch 'turn away, v. 5. If in ordi- 
 Yary converſe, the People of God mutt 
Wot exerciſe needleſs | familiarity with 
ch: much leſs may they receive thetn © 
Mato ſpiritual lows and "0 


t26) 
Frick, bGeing Members, muſt be'ciſt out 
certainly, being out'of Church-fellowſhir 


they may nor be received 1 in, whiteſt the 


Conſe(.2 


continue ſuch. -* © 

-IfGhrift will build his Church upot 
this Rock 3 -then tt is the bounden du 
of Churches to fee,/ſo far as they can a 
cording to rule, that all whom they 
cerve into Church- -fellowſhip, be viſibl 


| Believers, fuch as have been deferibed j 


the Conclufion above- propounded , ex 
me ee and proved ; left otherwiſe-the 
id without a foundation. Particular! 
t» They are to 'fee, fo far as in chari 
they may difcern,that-they are Beleiversi 
Chriſt 3 Elſe,they cannot an{wer'the tith 
given thetn' i im Scripture, 1Per 2.4, Se 1 
the pratſes giver unto Pete? {Oo confeſlin 
Chrilt, that Chriſt ſaid, Upon this _ | 
vill bitild my Church. 2. They are to (aff 
that they profdls their Faith and Holine 
Mm a good converſariou, Phil. _ Fam 
72,73. For they that © profeſs they kn 
God, but in their wor Fl bums are't 
metrable, Tit-1.16- 3: And ina: publi 
confetlion of their farth before the Chuiro 


' bs Perer did 'hete” before Chriſt and i! 


Apolilcs; thee. Only, becauſe the Chu 
eannot ſte the heart immediately, as Chillf 
the Peter's , the confeſſion: of faith mat 


- er 


( 21+) 
ut” cn mult hold forth the gift of faith 
the” as well as the do@rine of faith. So at! 
the 2:4 underſtood thoſe words, SF andlifie the 
-W-rd God iz your bearts,, and be rea C. 


upo recs oe, 4upper, to every man thay 


% 


durkcth you, a reaſon of the bope that is in  Y0the Ejus,que 
"_w aPct.3.15. Calvin's note UPON 1t, is this ; eſt, {pei.] 
ey mf Peohere-it-by a Synechdeche, pus for faith. cape 
viſhul/ bat be faith, ought to be diligently Weighr UT wy Anc 
xd if*+ For .i fionifieth, that God approveth a. capi. 
, exif” that confeſſion, which proceeds ont of the tur.Expen- 
etheſ'=7t © becauſe unleſs faith reſide within, ;rrgpedny 
larly.” 74g4e will babble in vain. T herefore "ne F 73g 
;ari aith mu{t be rooted in us, that afterward Zt nificat n. 
ersifÞu ii foreb the fruit of confiſſig. And, cam dew 
eij$4bcn all this is done, the, Brthren are: to es 47g 
- th onſent in rccelving them, and herein to ng qras 
flin90e forth the gentleneſs of Chriſt (who & ccrg. 
oh plll nat break a bruiſed ;reed, wor quengh manat z 
) (lf Rs flax ) in 8iving, duc ENEQUrage- Mus i” 
ine=Fnt tothe weak in faith, if they ſee ki, deat fides, 
F* conceive, by rightly ordered charity, fruttragar- 

wt the root of the matter jc in thery. 7 ct lingua, 
Wt 1t they fee jult caule tp doubt of that, jak rs 

& have warrant to luſpend their 20ONTF bis 2020.08 

ance, ll bctter Ciao be e1vey, deinderroe 

om the primitive PALtern, 1n AG. g, 24. ferat Con. 
. | ' 47 f ſtonis 

a0Wever, the Othcers mui} propoynd I uaum. 
© the Brethren, to declare, whether they Calv. in 
W* 19 tar lazicticd With what they have 1Per.;.r5.. 
| C 3 heard 


+: 
heard, that they do conſent that ſuch ſhal 
be received into their fellowſhip 3 as Peter 
put a like queſtion to the. Brethren that 
went with him from oppa, Concern 1" 
the Baptizing of Corzelzus and thoſe with 
him, upon whom the Holy Ghof} & 
viſibly, 4. A 44:45:46: = Ch : 
C &. « Conl- Ft upon this Roc ritt be 
yy lieved = and F publickly confeſſed, bi 
grown perſons] the Church of Chritt | 
" to be built; then the. Children of th 
Church, who were Baptized in their in 
fancy, when they come to be of ripe age 
muſt hold forth publickly their perſon 
confelſſon of Faith, that they may be ad 
mitted to the Lords Table, and fellor 
ſhip in Voting and in Eledions and Cen 
ſures, in their own perſonal right. Bui 
if they be found groſly ignorant, or prof 
phane, or profeſſing a falſe faith, or den 
Ing the true Faith, or contemners « 
Church-fcllowſhip , and the Ordinance 
of Chrift, or do not, according to th 
clauſe of the Charter, publickly protdih 
their faith, and crave Church-fellowſhy 
pacy may not be owned for Members, ! 
their admiſſion unto the Lord's Table, a 
unto othey priviledges of Chuxrch-comſf 
munion, in their own right, but are | 


be delayed non-members, In Fambe p 


C 


_ (23) 
 ſhalferity, when the Lord brought them, to 
Peterflunaan, that rue. Br wrong of pre» 
_ thaſfjating unto the Lord, before the Prieſt, 
ingjeir firſt fruits, every. year, with ſuch a 
withplemn confeſſion made by all grown [f- 
3 ielYÞiclites, as is appointed in Dext. 26. 2 to 
5. was a vilible profeſſion of their Faith 
ſt behd Obedience, ſuited to the condition of 
d, bythat Church and time, in performance 
rilt hereof, they avoxched the Lord to be their 
|& chile, 21d to walk, in bis wayer, and keep 
r inc Statutes, and his Commandments, 
: apes Tudgments , and to hearken unto-his 
ſonaeice : and the Lord avouched them to be his 
Ec adifiecu/iar People, &c, v- 16,17,18. And the 
lowfike, if not greater, care was had of the 
@rofclſioun and converfation of the Sons - 
3uShf ſtrangers, the Children of ſuch Proſe- 
yes, as were admitted into the Church of 
rael, 1ſ2-56- 6,7. Fobn Baptift alſo requi- 
d of all, whom he'admitted unto his 
Waptiſme, a repenting-confeſſion of their 
ns, and that they ſhould believe on him 
olfyhich ſhould come after him, that is, on 
MLhriſt Jeſus, AG. 19..4. warning them, 
Wot to reſt in this, that Abrabam was 
heir Father, Mat. 3- 9. Anſwerably, the 
rimitive Churches required of all grown 
Wcrſons, 1+ Viſible Repentance, in caſe of 
piopen ſcandals, 4G. 19-18. 2.to joyn there- 
' C4 with 
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_ withapublick profaſſion of their Faith; 
FS: Chriſt 46.239, ' 3+. A profeſſion of thai 
ſubje&ion to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 2Ca 
9.13. And after the Apoſiles dayes, thi 
ancient Churches, they bad their Paxiten 
tes, ſuch as held forth their Repentanc 
publickly 3 and their . Catechumeni, wh 
were of two ſorts, 1. Such as had be 
Pagans, and were inſtructed by beinff 
catechized in the Chiiſtian Faith, thilf 
they might crave Baptiſme when tha 
| ſhould be found ht, and then were call 
Competentes ; In the interim, they we 
* Tertxll. called 4nudientes, Or, Aruditores: * 2. Suc 
]. de px- 2s having been Baptized in their Infang 
_—_— when they did nonnibil adoleſcere, we 
Po Hz. Catechized, and being found to be B: 
ret. c. 4. levers, were ng by impoſition 
C5?r.1.3. Hands, and admitted unto the Lords Toffl 
&P.17- ble, and unto the. full fruition of fl 
Church-privikdges. Thete, Clemens & 
leth Incipientes & Novitios, and (o do « 
thers, from 1T1m3-6, As the Myſtery 
Injquity wrought higher and -moxe ci 
Ctually to advance Papal uſurpation, by 
the ſpoils of Churches, this cuſtom, in the 
right uſe of it,ccaſed 3 and Popery retain 
_ only the name of Confirmation, but cor 
rupted the thing, and turned it into 


Sacrament , limiting the Adminiitratio 


4 


itto Dioceſan Prelats. This corrupe- 
Fuſtom was continued in Exglard, after. 
calſſicy renounced the Pope. But, 95 Latber 
1 Germayy , ſpught- to introduce the 
eafſÞeht uſe of it into the Chyrches there 3 
) did Craumer, under that Godly: Tot 
dward the 6th, endeavour in England, 
<1d committed the peruſal and cepſure of 
We Common-Prayer-Book, to that godly, 
zarned and moderate Theologue, Bucer 3. 
Who examining the Eook; found, among. 
allWndry other things, © That thoſe whic 
WWwere to be copfirmed, mult fay the Apo- Cenſura 
les Creed,the Lord's Prayer,ayd the ten M-Bucers. 
WCommandments, and anſwer the Queſti- - x hay 
renfions of the ſhort Catechiſm. Bwxcer's cen- Eccleſ. 
\ BEfure upon it is thus : This requires gi- cap. 17. 
 Mligent ponderation. It they think ic ſuf- 
ficient, that the words of this Confeſſion 
W be recited, God abhorreth ſuch as con- 
tels him in words, and their heart is far. 
from him... Nor is Catechizing inftituted” 
to this end, that they ſhould anſwer in 
words only, That they believe in God, 
and will keep his Commandments. The 
MF .Lord faith, Teach them to obſerye and 
inc4y do, and not only to ſpeak 3 and he requi- 
reth ſuch Worſhippers, as worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth. But, if a true Con- 
FT icflion of Faith, and profctlion of Ohedi- 
: | Ences 


_a_ 
——__ : 
© orown perſons, unto Baptiſm, be meant 
: Rach kſion of Faith muſt be re 
< quired, as may be judged, not to be bor 
<*;n the mouth, or gotten only by humar 
© teaching, but alſo it muſt have thol 
<fignes In the life and manners, thati 
© ought to be received of the Churche 
© ar coming from an heart truly beli 

. © the Goſpel,and the Doctrine of the boly $i 

- © zit. For though the Church cannot loc 

into the hearts of men, yet they ought t 

- Judge of trees by their fruits : whic 

fruits, afterwards, he declares at largt 

But I haſten to the next point, havin 

been the larger in this, becauſe it is a ful 

je of no leſs importance than _—_— 7 

reference to the queſtion under ſo m 
agitatione £ | 


ER... -” 2667" 
. PO . 
4 us 15th p n 
pgs me PER 
2.54 pr 


* #& -. 


..—— 


7 


_ vt es 


CHAP. 1IL 
| Concerning the formal Cauſe, 


He formall cauſe, or that whid 

| gives effential being to this Church 

is here held forth in a Metaphor, tak 
from houſes. For, oizotyuev, prope 
Hgnifies, to build an houſe of materiab 
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My joyned and compacted together : bur 
iſ doth not here ſpeak of the ſtructure 

2 material houſe, but of the conſtitut- 
of that holy Society, which he calleth 

inf Church, under the metaphor of build- 
S an houſe, which every way ſuits the 
tter he ſpeaks of. For, as a material 

e ({uppole, of ſtones) is built by or- 

ly placing and ſtrongly cementing 
Sm together, which before were either 
red ſtones, or a confuſed and looſe 

ape, but not an houſe, till they were 
us framed and compacted together : ſo 
Mis holy Society, the Church of Chriſt, 
-Miſcth from the coadunition, or knitting 
\Wocther of many Saints into one, by an 
Sly Covenant, whereby they, as /vely 
mes, are built up a ſpiritual Hopſe, 1Pet- 
B45. And as the natural body of a man 
built, by an orderly joyning and firmly 
itting the parts together : So 1s the 
hurch of Chriſt built by the mutual Co- 
nanting of the Saints, the Members of 

> Church, which is called the Body of 
riſt, where the Members of it are thus 

- :Mrderly and firmly knit to the Head, and 
ne to another. Eph. 4+ 15, 16. The ſame- 
ſolds in Cities and Families, which are 
hus built alſo 3 and therefore the Apoſtle 
7. Mpcaketh of this matter, under the ſame 
metaphor, 


raatephor, in Epbeſ2-1920.2 1- Then 
dufion from hence is, that 
It is the will and appointment of ]e 
| Chriſl, our Lord, that his Churches, 
der the New Teſtament, be conſtitut: 


in reſped of their effential, form, by of; 


publick mutual covenanting of the Sai 
with the Lord, and one with another. 
Though all men ſeem to grant, ti 
every Church of Chriſt hath its being fi 
2 Covenant ( for which cauſe, they th 
want an explicite Covenant, do yet ple 


their implicite Covenant to maintaindl... 


truth of their Churcheſiate) yet ſuch g 
ſputes are raiſed againſt the Church Con 
pant, that Iam: compelled -t@ handle ti 


point alſo the more largely, that the trulfi/-. 


CORBCErning it, | hay he the better clean 
and ſetled. 11 therefore, with t 
help of Chriſt, ſhew, 1. To what endl 
ferveth 3 2. what it imports z 3+ prove 
to be the Qrdinance of Chriſt 3 4. dra 
ſome conſeQaries from the Condufon- 
I. The next cnd of their confederatis 
Is, to engage themſelves to ſubmit one t 
another m the Lord, & to cleave to Ch 
and his Rulcs, aud to one another in him 
mutually, and to walk together, accord 
10gly,in the uſe of all means ſanRined an 
appointed by him for attaining the end 
of Church-communion, 2. Tik 


_ = 
2. The Covenant it {tf imports two 
x gs, I. On the Lords part, it'implyetti; 
"W.) the Lotds giving them his Covenant 
themſelves and their ſeed; Gen: 19. 7. 
) His giving them htarts to take hold 
 Whis Covenaiit, accordingly, IJz. 56:45, 
WW. where you ſee, the Eunact's and the 
" Wn of the pry mk taking” hold of the 
" Wvcnane," 15 fore-toles, 'as that which 
\ Would be previous to the Lord's piving 
. a place in bis houſe, and bringing thews 
Wt b:s bily Monmain: (that is, joyning 
Sm to his 'viſible Churches under the 

ew Teſtament) when the Chnrch ſhall 
'&$ called,” a4 bouſe of prayer" to all Nations, 
F7- 2+ On the Saints part 3 therr cove- 
Wanting for'thetmſelves, and' for their ſeed, 
W be the Lord's People, and' to walk in 
"Wis waies; Demnt.29.10,11,12-and to cleave 
'Þrmly one'to another, vzz«-to their Ofſ- 
"Wers and Brethren, Dert. 12. 19+ Neh.10» 
; 9. with- mutual watchfulneſs one over 

nother, Lev. 19. 17. Dent: 29. 18. with 
Hb. 1 2: 15,16. and with'mutval ſubmilh- 
-Þn to Chriſt, and to one another, in hint 
WCor.9. 13. © Sad Legge, 

3- Such-Covenanting 1s Chrifs Or- 
Minance unto the Churches trader the New 
Fleſtarnent 3 this is proved, | 

From the parity of reaſon between the 1, Reaſc 

Churches 


| 
it 


(30) 

Churches before the coming of Chritt#'- 
fince, in all eſſentials of a Church. Foſ'® 
the efſential ſtate_and form of a Chin? 
there is par ratio omnizm Fcelefiarum. tl 
fore the coming of Chriſt, the People ' 
God were joined together into Chunſf*: 
fellowſhip by confederation 3 Pſal. 5oÞ'© 
Gather my Saints together unto me ; ti? 
that bave made a Covenant with me byf®' 
crifice. So did Adam, and all the holy ÞY 
triarchs, unto Abrabam: and ſo'did 
polterity of Facob, at Mount Sinai, Exf* 
19-5,6. and 24. 8. and from thence wiþ® 
called, the Church in the Wilderneſs, wif® 
which Moſes was joyned. AQ.7. 38. / 
ſo, the w_ _ tells them, it ſhould F'* 
mn point of the Covenant, though not}* 
Cnarith the Church under the Neſ*! 
Teſtament, ». 14,15,16- In Abrabamsl p 
mily, God built his Church by . a Cowf**: 
nant, without facrifice 3 but firſt, t tﬀ 
Lord changed his name, and called 
Abrabam, to'(hew, that he now treat: 
with him, not as aſingle perſon, but af* 
Father of many nations, and as a mullf© ! 
tude vertually, Ge. 17. 5. Then he gj | 
him his Covenant, to be a God to hinf® 
and his ſeed, Gem: 17. 7. and, to ſhew thif t 
t was 2 Church-Covenant, he gave hf” 
Circumciſion for the vidible figne and 
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(31) 
56 Mt- Gen- 17.10=--15. Thus far went the 
Frcnant on God's part- 2. On Abraham's | 
St ; he firſt accepted both the Covenanc 
the confirmation of it, with Faith and 
reverence, declared by his rejoycing , 
Sn- 8. 56. and humble proſtration of 
ſelf before the Lord, v. 17. and by real 
* formance of it, after, both in his own. 
on, being circumciſed when he was . 
Sy nine years old, v. 24. and, as a Pro- 
&t and Ruler, inſtructing his family, 
Scerning-the Covenant Circumciſi- 
» and their duty to accept the one, and 
Smit to the other, which they did ac- 
aSdingly, v-23, 27. and thereby profeſſed 
ir \ubje&tion to the Lord and to his 
lmances. Hence the pollerity of Abra- 
S=,by Iſzzc and Facob,became the Lord's 
Sople, Exod-3-7- yea his firſt born, Exod. 
22, 23. and had Circumcifton as a fecal 
this Covenant, whereby they were 
linguiſhed from all other People, Der. 
:r06,7, $- But they, like men, tranſgrefſed 
odd broke the Covenant, both in Egpyr, 
$d in the Wilderneſs : yet the Lord, be- 
\S faithful in his Covenant unto their 
fathers, did not caſt them off, but cal- 
Md them to repentance, and renewed his 
venant, in a more Evangelical man- 
£1, in the plains of Moab, that he might 
| | —_ eſtabliſh 


....: "LIT 
eſtabliſh theti tobe his People, and thy 
little ones, and the ſtrangers;Dexe. 29.1Y't 
--14- which Covenant they took held' 
for themſelves. 4nd their feed, and iþ 
them that were nof there with them, thin 
day, ». 15» that they would admit noitc 
unto Church-fellowſhip wich them, bi 
ſuch as ſhould ſeparate themfetves fi 
the polutions of the Heattier; and enwlf 
into the common engagement with thaiipe 
to cleave to. the Lord, and to one anotht 
- with member-like love, watchfulneſs 
ſubmiſſion mutually. Hence it” was, tk 
the ſin of one Aebax became the fin allf 
puniſhment of all Iſrael, Fofs. 7.t1,; 12. 
_ From the Apoſtles manner "of plantiiſſſa 
Chriſtian Churches, after, the Death, Wt! 
ſarre&ion, - and Aſcenſion, of Child 
Their cuftom it was, when'they had « 
verted many to Chriſt, to joyn them tjth 
gether inta one CPngtegaton, . by cons 
5 
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Ve 


# 
þ 
1 
4 
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nanting with the Lord and his. People, i 
themſelves ahd their Children, * 
Againſt this aſſertion, ſome. objed, tl 
zn the planting of the Church. at” Sattatt 
in Cornelius, h:s. bouſe, at. Phillippi, (©! 
ninth, Epheſus, Theſfalonica,” &c. they fiſn« 
no mention of ſuch a, Covenant as 
Dofrine intendetb,, ol y that they belicvf+ 
we ELF 517-1 

hfed," but UL 
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| 33) 
hs of - an expreſs vocal Covenant. . 
.1< t--Though it benot mentioned in thoſe Hnſw: i; 
d Sxts, yet it may be mn others. 2. Weneed 
a x be ſolicitous about 'the words, if the 
\Ming be found rhere: 3-And'thar the thin 
Fto 'be found _—_— -1t may be _— 
e wayes : 1: From their being bapti- 
2+ From he phraſes: 3-From i ſimt- 


udes, which: import their — 
zjether- 1. From their being baptized, | 
ich prcſuppoſeth, that they were firſt 


dc Diſciples, becauſe their Commiſſion 
Wjuired that, Mat. 28. 19. where; to 
Diſciples, is as much as to gather 
t plant Churches, by vittble bringing 
thin mto Chritts fohpol,with engagement, 
R hole ot years, for themlclves and their 
, to ſubmut unto Chriſts teaching attd 
ernment therein. This {chool of Chriſt 
the Church of God, whence the mem- 
ors of Chriſtian Churches are called, Dif- 
Wer, in 4@. 15:10. So then, they were 
Church-tellowſhip, before they were 
ar From the Phraſes, which imply 
C euanting to be that, wh excby they be- 
fine viſible members of tie Church: I 
S!! inſtance in two. The firſt is uſed in 
elf 2+ 41+ 1 poorreOnory, were added 3 
md 2:47. TpootrTi de, the Lord added : and- 
|; D chap«5« 


(534) "* 
chap. 5: 14+ :#poveri ro, were the. of 1 
ws. lea: The.word imports ſuch ari'add 
as did viſibly nd: firmly knit them-tof 
Calvin in there Calvin fairh;they were Jjoyned #0 Clf® 
AQ 2. — Diſciples, or 'ingrhfted-: into the ſame fs 
_ _ Fe That which thus viſibly..ingrafted-thaf 
ſcipulss, was not Gods workmg, Faith wm t| X 
vel in i- hearts, or their viſible profeſſion. of 
—— « for it 1s ſaid, Believers, were added. 1 af 
wy which is of the ſame import with, a * 
that gladly received tbe Word, in Al 
41. Therefore this adding was by. ſo 
thing elſe 3 and what "could that be, 
their vifible taking: hold of the Cova tt 
with that particular Chrittian Congtc It 
tion, whiereunto they - now joyned thaf®* 
{elves notwithſtanding their former © 
in the National Church of the Jew 
And that they were. thus added tof** 
Church, Lxke confirmeth two wayd 
by the cffeR of this ingagement, in Aaff © 
42. gage DE Tpoona prepares, they wil 
ftrongly and conflantly knit together A 


by vertue of their former mutual -ingaf 

ment) ir the Apoſtles Dofirine, Hari 

Believing, Protetſing, Obeying it co 

ly 3 and zn fellorwſhi h i.e.in Church Coff®® 
t 


hey were combi 
and compacted before, having ſolenaf”* 
given up themſelves, firſt to = Lerd, 


mun1on, into whic 


35 
. offs to the Apoiles and Church, by the will 
©1158 od;i'as Paul. expoundethit, in 2Cor. $« 
nll 2- Lake: confirmeth the ſame ſenſe of 
Sic being added: td the Church, by cxprel(- 
> the-manner of it to' be ſo, as of the reſt 


th Fog them, in Aft. 5+ 
B -yet they did. maguifie them, #. e+ they 
if aalby-ev Fae and way, and 
,Sofelicd the truth: and goodneſs_of it. 
M) which was not ſufficient to add them - 
5flto the Church, as believers were added, 
. by publick voluntary engagement 
the Church, mutually. And this to 
the meaning, Luke confirmeth,by uſing 
Hother word, ſynonomous with this, 
Mich more plainly expreſſeth the man- 
rof their being added to the Church, 
MALDx, to be. glewed : which word, 
mph it fometimes figniheth joyning, 
Þ© a rqore common and lax ſenſe, yeti not 
I matters ot this nature. Therefore, ac- 
Scdiag to. Tertubia#”s rule, Deligendus. eſt 
ſus e materia didi : and then we know, 
Wa all joyning unto.a Corporation, muli 
-F done by Covenant, as it is in Marriage, 
d voluntary ſervices, to both which re- 
ioas the ſame Verb is applied 3 to Mar- 
jage, in Mat.19.5- to voluntary ſcrvice,in 
$xkh.15.15. both which are by voluntary 
venant. This is the irong knitting glew 
D 2 where- 


(3s) 
whereby perſons are joyned together ig 
ſuch voluntary relations. So much alfl; 
ſerve for explication.of the phraſe. Þ, 

3-. The'third proof 15 from the ſiunif 
tudes uſed in the New Teſtament, tog 
preſs their covenanting together. 
Church is compar'd to a Houſe,to the 
dy-natural,to a Body-corporate,to a 
I- Toan Houſe, 1Tim-3-15. the wt 
fociety 1s called, the boxſhold of Faith; 
6+ 10. every member of it is {21d to be 
the Howſhold of God, Eph. 2.19. Whet 
you ſpeak of an Houſe, in an Architet 


nical ſenſe, the materials muſt be cement}, - 


cogether z now, in the Church, that 
- ment is the Covenant 3 or,in an cecone 
calſenſe,the Members that are volunta 
added, as voluntary. Servants to the Fa 
ly, are joyned with the reſt by Coven: 
ſo it muſt be in the Church, Eph. 2.21. 
2. To the Natural-body, in man 
Head of it is Jeſus Chriſt, the Mem 
are Beleivers, the whole is made up di 


tially, when they are harmonically joſh; x 


ed, and ftrongly compacted together 
mutual engagement to ſubmit one to, 
other in the Lord, whereby they fall; 
ie were into joynts 3 as the Thigh fal 
ito the Knee, and the Shoulder into 
Shoulder-blade, by ſhooting it (elf into 

a holk 


(37) 


Wow of it,and is firmly knit to it, Epbef.; 


$.16- | 
>. To a Budy-Corporate. Hence thei 


uorch is called the boly City, Rev. 11. 2. 


Church-members, Citzzens with the 


Sus, Epbeſ. 2. 19. That whereby the 


Wicchis 3s - City compadted together, is 


Covenant. For as all Citizens are ad- 
ted into jus Civitatis, and become free 
vizens, by voluntary entering into the 


Wmon engagement and covenant, wher- 


hey become a Politica-body 3 fo it is 


ec LK Church, 


To a Wife, whether eſpouſed or 
ried, All efpouſals and marriages, are 
a veluntary mutual Covenant, Prav. 2. 
Mal: 2. 14: So it 1s in the Church of 


ud, 1/2.62-5- Hence Pax ſtileth the par- 


Er Church at Corinth, 2a Vi irgix eſpouſ- 


2 Cor. 11.2, To ſhew that all the mem- 
were joyned, as one Virgin, into one 
ﬀ, and that Virgin-Church, into a Co- 


Want of eſpouſals with Jelus Chritt, as 


( 
i 
) 
, 

| 
) 
) 


1 


ir Head and Husband. ia all his OH- 
and one with another, in him, matu- 
ry. Thus, we ſee, .the phraſes and 11- 
tudes, in the New Teitament, do 
mgly confirm this truth, That the firtt 
nitian Churchcs planted by the Apo- 
Ss, were conſtituted, in reſpect of their 
0. cſſentiz! 
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efſential form, in- one body among th 


ſc}ves ſeverally and reſpe&ively, by:anif 


ly Covenant. - It -any demand, wliy 
Apottles did not (exprefly mention 


_ ward, Conenant.. Two reaſons are g 
for that; 1. That it: was not neceſſary \ 
' mg it had been focclearly amtl:fully ex 


IE in the old Teftament.' as that w 


gives eſſential '|being.ito the Church.” | 


it15 uſual m Scripture, that duties, wl 
are groundcd upon a. natural,” or me 


and common reaſon:and equi, and 
been largely expreſied in rhe.old Te 


ment;are but briefly and-implicicetypo 
ed atin the New : as the Baptizung 
Infants, . the : Chriſtian Sabbath, and 
manner of fanQifying it; fo this of 


Church-Covenant.'' ' Yet! concerning 


theſe, ſuthcient light is held forth in 
New Teftament, for manifeſting the m 
of God unto his People. 


2, That it was not ſcafonable ad wy 


for the Churches, then living under E 
then Princes aud Rulers,cnemies to Ch 
unto whoſe jealouties the name of 

aant, and Covenanters might render ti 


obnoxious, and might ſeem dangerous 


the civil peace. : Therefore Chritt and 


Apolilcs choſe rather to forbear/ menti 
ing the RAG, yer cftabliſhed the thi 


N 


- © 32 5, 


4 


| f- þ 6 
ader fuch RE and parables, as, 


F A 


ſpght hide it from,athers, and yet reycal 

- Ftothe Saints. +1. arupagid 
-Fxom-the voluntary xelation, which: is 3. Reaſc 

tween the Members *. of the Church, 

"Þecther with their mutual intercſt.one'in 

Ee, and thr qual poor One 
7ex another 3 all: which do neceſſarily 
ply; their mutual covenanting one with 
zother. 1. Their relation 15 voluntary. : 
ad all: voluntary relations are by cove- 

Kant 3 as, between a Society or Corpora- 
2n,.and the Members of itz between 
Jusbands and Wives z between Maſters 

. ad . voluntary Servants : So, betyyeen a 

ALhurch and the Members of it; both par- 
iS, , before, were free, the one, to offer 
um(clf into fellowſhip, or not the other, 
badmut him, or not. If ſuch joyn toge- 
fer 1t.15 by their-free, conſent, and muſt 
& by matua] cngagrment. Hence ariſ{cth 

i Mbeir. {ſpecial and. particular relation . to 
tys Church, and, among themſelves mu- 
tually,, as a body. diſtin&t trom other 
churches, 2-: Ther agterclt one in ang- 
ther, aud power qne over another mutu- 

Baly,, azſcth from; thew mutual engage-. 
ment-by.covcnant._, No Church can judge 

Yary johabitant ayzopg,thcm, unlzls be hult 

Eve Ap bigaalt rg the Lord and them;ma 

offfi-ir=ail "4+ : | JT_ 


DIEELEE? 


. * 


profeiſed ſubjeRis tq the Goſpel of Ch 
Nor-can any inhabitant expe& miembe 
ike watchfulneſs and helpfulneſs from tt 
Church, unleſs, upon his offering himſe 
to- enter into the common ingagene 
they receive him, and take upon thah 
that care over him. 3. Fheir conſtay 
fellowſhip m Church-priviledges, ariſe 
from this mytual ingagement by Com 
nant. For- none can be admitted un 
them, without conſent of the body : ne 
can the body admit them thereunto, witl 

| out their taking ho!d of the Covenan 
for, tx tnen, they are not under the pe 
wer of the whole 3 as it hath been pre 
e&d 


QAbijed. : Tbere ſeems tobe mo need of Church-Co 
= neants, ſeeing the Covenant of Grace cal 
veigbeth to Beleivers all Spiritual bleſſing 
as bindeth tbem to all Chriftian daetfer. 
f i/w. 1. The Spixitual blefimgs communicate 

: | by Chriſt unto Believers, through the Coli 
venant of Grace, are of two forts. 1. Injfir 
ternal, ziz-. Adoption, Juſtification, San 
Qihicarion, &c. together with the bleſſe 
right unto all the outward good things 
this life, 1T7im.4-8. and a remote or med 
ate right unto Church-priviledges.* Thelen 
all Believers have from Chriſt by the Ct 
FEnant of Grace, as they are Believers uſ- 
" 26 fincerin} 


41). 
ty and a T the' ſight of God, 
bail, External; vis. Church-fellowthip, and 
thiſower of the Keys, ec. Theſe, viſible Be- 
iFevers have from Chriſt, through the Co- 


niſenant of Grace, as they are<onfederates, 
hd joyned with the Chuteh-by-taking 
the Covenant. This difference is 

reen them The former are limited to 

ie perſons 'of true Believers inthe fight 

[ God; Heb. 4. 4+ The latter are given 
da ſociety of true Believers, in” the ac- 


ii 1 nt of the Church, and. "exterided to 


cir ſeed alſo; Exod. 20. 66: 
pol 2. Though the Covenantef Grace ie- 
ived by us, 'binds us to all Chriftian du- 
6 required in the Goſpel, yet it bindes 
$ alſo todo them in the duc order ; for 
od is the God of order, andinot of con- 
+ Therefore ſuch dutics as iflue from 
. es relations, muſt be done only 
oy thoſe who ſtand in ſuch relations. 
ll any Man or Woman infer from his 
 Iriffe her being-in the Covenant of Grace, 
hat therefore there is no need or ule of a 


ſſefonjugal Covenant, but that he bath right 


dall Women, and ſhe to all Men, to per- 
FÞrm conjugal duties with them, where - 

ver they come, though they are not joyn- 
| to any of them Ly a conjugal Cove- 
ant 2 The like reaſon is -of all other du- 


tics 
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duties whichryre ard in-oter voly 


taxy relations 3. as. between Maſters: ani 
Servants, ,Paſior;and- People, - CLOFPOR all 
ons and the Members of, them.-particul 
Churches and theix Members;:) Thercfadl 
the Covenant of ' Grace binds qll Believe 
to ſuch mutual covenanting tpgether, a 
necellary (fox the orderly, diſcharge of ti 
Gveral duties. that are to be. pextormed bf. 
yerue of{uch a ſtate.and relation. Thu 
the conchufi on js proyed... THEY 
Hence itil follow, that it.js not ſuf [ 


X: " cas to makMdne a viſible member of th 


2 . Coral: 
bary- 


or-that:-Chyzdh,..that he is joyned to iti 
hearty affection, or in neighbourhood 
habitation;-or in ordinary.: hearing t 
Word. preached among them. For, 1«t 
members of ſeveral Churches: may be. 
joyned 3. yea, 2. they that are members 
no particular: Church, miay ſo joyn wi 
Church afkemblics. All theſe might be 
firmed of thoſe, who duzit not joyn, 
members, to- the Church :at Ferwſala 
aG- 5-13+And of that Heathen Coraxthi 
ICor» 14424525». 3« - All cheſe may be fou _ 
19 an eXcommunicate. 

Then Baptiſm and, profeſſ jon of 
dod&rine of Faith, with freedom trom p 
lick ſcandal, donot formally. conſtitute 
Church, nor make one a vitihle member: 


% 


- % : : 
« Y — $.IW 

P -- Wy. S., 
COVE 1 4 


e Churdh, r- aaa 5. 1 beomily 
xe form mult be before the faration, not = 
after it : but -the Congregation Church - 
wk before Baptiſm. For; :1. Baptſmn' bane 
AY mot ordinarily be orderly adnuriſired, but 

Dy 2 Miniſter called -unte-!Oftce by the 
hurch 2s Becauſc- Baptifmifealeth 'tho - 
ovenant, and-'incorporation of i a Belie> 
rex and his feed into-ther vitible' Charchs 
Y iCor- 125135: - Thereforec/Bapriſm is not | 
Ybefore ; but.-after the 'Ehurch:: ' Becauſe 
A where the form is.there, the :formatum 
muſt be alſo.” But viſbllrChimah-dainin- 
berſhip may ceaſe by : excommunication 
Wor deſcrtion, orby  the-dilſolution 'of a 
Church 3 -yet Baptiſm remaigeth. 
| 2, Not profeſſion of the D6dtrine of 
Faith, thongh accompamed: with: free- 
dom from ſcandalous fins.': For general 
profeſſion.cannot appropriate a'man par- 
ticularly to- any one Church, without 

|; _ —_— ingagement to-that -particular 
: y-. 2 .Nordoth it bring any one under + 
"Fl the power of this or that Church, which | 

Wit hath over its own Members, and other 
; | Churches have not. 3. It that were ſufti- 

© cient 3. a man ſhould become a member of 
any particular Church whether :it will or 
NO. 

Then a Meinber of one varchinlas Con- 32.Coral- 
gregation, 
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tion, 15 nat, thereby, a Member off 
viſible tions on earth. For 
gh a Church-covenant be common toſf-. 
all Churches, in its general nature ; ye 


pl 


there is a _ combination, which" 

ves a iar being to one CongregatiÞ* 
Seal-Church and its members, lin * th 
from all others. Elfe, how could oneſſ* 
Church have that power over its own 
Members, which another hath not ? And 
19 all voluntary covenants, the only diffe- 
rence between them ig,the peculiar intercſt 
which one hath in another, by a particular 
Wy that paſſecth between party 
and party. Covenants of- Corporations, 
of Marriages, of Service, and the like, arc, 
mn general, common to all that arc in thokF 
and the like relations 3; Yet, in particulat 
appropriation, bind them only. to this or 
that individual. No. man can claim a 
memberlike right in all Corporatious, be 
cauſe he is in covenant with one, upon 
this plea, that Corporation-covenants are 
common to all Societies : nor can an Hus: 
band plead, that he hath a conjugal right 
tn all Wives, becauſe conjugal-covenant 
1s common to all married perſons. The 
{ame holds in Churches, which are diſtin: 

uiſhed one from another by their reſpe- 
-QaveCovenants. Othepcabſurdities rhat 


proceed 


"T0 
- proceed from this Tenet, I ſhall preter- 


Ul "Then the Children cf the Church, not=.4, Coral. 
aFrithſtanding their memberſhip, which. 
Fhey bad, during their menority, by their 
: Parerts covenant 3 yet they muſt, when 
althey are grown up,-:Joyn themſelves to the 
hurch by their voluntary taking hold of 
yn 2c Covenant publickly with the Church, 
n their own perſonal right, before they 
Snay be admitted to exerciſe all ats of 
urch-communion, and to partake of all 
Church-priviledges for themſelves, and 
xfore their . Children may be Baptized- 
.I fay, before they may be admitted to 
xerciſe all acts of Church-communion, 
and to partake of all Church-priviledges, 
.Wor themſelves. | For, in their minority, 
y were M rs in their Parents, and 
were Baptized, to ſeal the Covenant made 
ith them in their Parents, or, with the 
Parents, for themſelves and their chil- 
refſdren. But when they come to years, they 
-Kmuſt take hold of the Covenant with the 
Church, for themſelves, becauſe now they 
Fare capable of Church-priviledges, in that 
way which they were not before. If any 
 Soppolſe againſt this, that Church-member- 
ſhip xox recipit mags et minus, that argu- 
eth only, that one of the confederates is 
no 
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(46) 
nd more cagaged: to-cheother, than ther 
ther to him : But otherwiſe, in Confedelf 


. :nacies, ſome kre'allowed greater libertic 


than others be,-according. to:the diverlit 
of the ſabjes; and their'capacities. 'SoÞ. 
is in Civil 'Societies and Corporations; 
the Child: of the free+man of London, hatff 
all the baiieht bf a free-mans Child, unde, 
age 3 he may trade tor himſelf with anſh; 
undez his Father, in his Fathers right 
But being, of : years, he may not ſet ] 
OP, NOT Tridein his own my till þ 
ſt take up his freedom, an 
voluntanly Fibenit himlſelt to all he Bhs 
of that Society, and duty of a Citize 
Some think;- that the Children of - Conkf 
derates are (0+ compleat members, th k 
they ſhould be excommunicated, 'in calf 


-of demerit. - I cannot eaſily affont then 


unto : for that would imply, that theſe; 
have an immediate right: m all Churdiſ, 


. priviledges, -which I do not grant, naſh, 


beheve'3 dutthar; as the Church looks up, 
on them tarram 11 lumbis parentam 3 i. 


 alfo, if the grown Members of the Chux 


obſerve vicious qualities] and practiſes if 
them, they do not deal with them imm6 F 


_ diately in- thoſe- eps of proceeding, nf 
| quired in Mz. #8. to bring martersito th Cc 


Church, but they deal-with theix Parent p 


( a2? 
IN india 
Hbldron vp to the raley/ in! Epbeſ: 
4. 'To: rd 'Dre. "Amer! aþ pplyeth 
> by 30 $C8re* 72. | Tiftimer" tamen Ameſ. me- 
is aded peefeers fun membra ' Ecelefie,” we dla The- 
Bent 6074; Commibtorions ekovcere, "act a> 0060 3 
Rt ad omitia Os privileg}a participands, 41. 12,13, 
jj prines increment fide uppareat : ab 
t vero, gies pertinent ad initiiem fideiget DÞ- 
Rum in Ecclefidmn, non fuunt extludends. 
Nor may their Children be baptized, 
= Þ have taken hold 6f the Co- 
nant with the Church; in their own : 
- pht. For, the Children of Church- 
mhbers, when they come to age, for not 
nl king hold of the Covemant with the 
$5tt, do become non-members, and 
Ie to be fo looked at by thee Church, if 
KIhey deſert Church-fellowſhip ( either 
parting from them in place; as Eſax in 
ad mount Sejr,or withdrawing from theix 
Tommunion-3.) or if the Church with- 
 UEraw from them- In fuch caſes, they are 
> ot fo much as umplicitely members. 
uKFhercfore'their Children may not be baps« 
'S Mzed. For the right that Infants have un- 
Mo Baptiſm, is in their next and immedi- 
Bite paying 1. Becauſe the Apoftle, in 
4 "PCr. 7+ 14+ doth fo limit it. 2. Becauſe the 
Fpoltacy of the next Parents takes off the 
federal 


48 ) - 
federal holineſs of nk Seed 5 as we 
inthe poſterity of Iſmael and Eſa. 31 
cauſe if Infants ſhould have. this right 
their Grandrfathers, where ſhall we ſig 
ſhall it be extended toa-thoufand Gene 
tions, as ſome miſ-apply, that promiſe 
Exod- 20+.6+ That cannot be true :. 
then the Children of the Jews, and Tu 
and Heathen, all the. world over , ham 
Tight to Bapiſm, in ſome. of their 
celtors within that time, EULOAry 
| Rom. 11417» \ 
5* Coral. ' Then Church-covenant is no formid 
ble matter, but deſirable. Is it a yoke 
1. It is Chriſts yoke, which, is caſe, My 
I 1. 29, 30. he will make it eaſfie. Depe 
upon his faithfulneſs, as Surety of the Ct 
venant of Grace, for ability to be faichbllſ 
in your diſcharge of your Covenant witihn 
the Chuxch--2.1t is not a yoke of bondage, 
but of precious liberties z whereby yaſſh 
have right in all the outward. priviledgah., 
of the Goſpel. :3- Nor is Church-fcllowlfi 
ſhip a priſon, but, if God call, they my 
conſent to your remove from them, ar 
follow you with their prayers. It is, in 
deed, a ſtrong but ſweet ingagement _ 
apiichodnctnd Chriſtians to pleaſeChri 
and to be to his honour, in that Rate. 


doth the Marriage-covenant oblige thol 
70” Ol 


(49) 
& Wit are in that tate, 1 Cor. 7. 34. & 116 
WM From whence, the _—_ ueth for 
like care..in, parficujar, Churches, and | 
Members of ookry Ephbeſis. 24-2Cor-$. | 
i. which alſo.was a ſpecial end and uſe 
the Covenant *whereiri ' Abraham and | 
& Charch of the:Jews) Rood bound unto 
d, Gen.17- 1,2. and 2 Chbron.34+ 31,32» 
Wl che.cortraty diftovextd theunfiney 
| hypaatiſze of others, P/al. 78. 37. Jn 
: 'Fuxch £0 all the datics of cheir Chanch- 
ton mutually, both Qtfcers and Peo- 
A : and \:quickneth:': ther thermo 4 
V ri 41 z2Epbeſe 4- 15 IG» I - 
us: to.:23- And thertfore I cannot; byt 
vnder,:thabwome, who@o.approve:antl 
Mad for all other 1Covenants, viz. Nati- 
Wal,.Conjugal; Social:Coyenants,ſhould 
@-diflike,' and oppoſe iChurch-Coye- 
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tun -the premifes whe unay ſee:when 4, Corgi. 


Church=Covenant is broken, and:/how 
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CHAP. 1v.. þ| 
| Concern "the quantity and con 
paſt * « Cirifion (herch,. 
"HE Churels, which Chriſt cal 
: 1} - Church, he cetkerh Joon, that het 
uld it; this Rotk( at-16-18.) 
"build m Sy 'Where;-the verb 
b -the fink ron, and/ in the faturet 
: 1+ Heſpeaketh in the. firſt Perſdn,, IK 
. -the ſecond; to ſhew,: that i 
yet ie is preſence and. bleſſing 
ct it -1S hits 

: Guſerh the work''to proſper in" 
'hands, Mat. 28. 19, 20: $Gor-. 3+: g.: en. 

-by the -Spirit of the Lord that Chuit 
: work is carried or fuceesfully, Zech. of 
See Mr. - 2. He (peaketh in the future tenſe, nur 
; Bradt, 6 prXter, Or preſent ; z for, frhe Dh UC 
$62 %-44. wasin all agesthe builder of the:Chulifop 
B.of York-yet he thus f hof the Church uu 
in Mr.Fox the New Teltament, becauſe it wil 
bis AZ E be conſtituted after his Death;-Refurr 


Mon. In 4 "nt 
Conference berween them and the "_—_ of Chicheſter \F-., 
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10, 
1and Aſcenſion, when the Gol ſhould 
ine forth ſo clearly, that it ſhould & 
ure the light of former ages as. the Sun 
NT ig h, do the By et. of 
e Stars : yea; it - ould appear, pig ri 2-113 
Wilvation to all men, even to the Gentiles, 

"hd they ſhould be gathered and jpyned 'arauex- 
tO Chriſt, that one Head, and became - pmagH 
bers.of bis Body, together with the be- = ructmhg 
N ing Fewer, \ in C arch-communion viſi- Ds I 
1. j th: partition Wall being broken down. vornvs.E- 
Wd, becauſe all Nations could not be 2a Go 
acc together 1 in one viſible Church (as 3, 14 
a Nation of the Jews might be, and 
3s): to. have their ſolemn ſet mectings 
ether, 'to worſhip God thrice a. year, 
once in anage the Lord Jeſus inſtitut- 
: (fa Congregational-Church: among Chri- 
Fs, and. inveſted eyery fuch hurch 
with ſufficient Church-power within it 
of, for attainment of all the ends, of 


athurch-communion: This is the Church, 


ich, Chriſt aith, he will build, and ap- 
oces it to himſelf, My Church, I, Be>: 
uſe it is his Inſtitution. 2. Becaule his 


ame is called aud pat upen it. The Mcm- 
$5 of .it are, not. Moſes his diſciples, but 
Fiſts, ang therefore were, of old, call 
nftiane, AG. 11: 26- 
This title of Church, though it be gi- 
I - | ven 


(52). 
ven forre-times to xivil Aﬀerdbly; off 
79. $1. yet fot is wht. taken'in HS | & 
Tel rio where Aleth a civil. Aﬀeſt® 
his mol \ Fherefore it tuft 
kr! Free . And in tive fol 
the hey Doe ap ppticth this dt fi i 
WAYES: , x- To Godly Faris, Rim. 1k 
Cal-4. 15, Ph3l.2. where the Church, E 
-. fach an , 1s. diſtinguiſhed "from't 
_ _ Congregational: Church. For Pe} "wit is 
ecth to the Congrepariona! Afſernbly 7 
 Ailute Aquila and Priſcilla, and the Cl 
—_— OA houſe, me ſeeme 
confiſted ( Godly ons, in Pat”. 
judgement 3 elſe, have faid, 6 
kite chem Ct a houſe,” who ar, 
wit, ntla and it vas. Fa ' UB 
a {enifrary. of the a. 
tot fuch a Chuirch"as was capable of M3. 
Church Ofhicets, arid power,as chis.mall 
in the rexr, hath by the gift of Chil 
2. Sometimes it. Banthicth the Cxcholif 
vifble Charch, Heb, 12:23- bar that lu 
beeh from the begieming, and doth wii 
nor tat meet in” one place, on earth 
NP God. | Thetefore it ng ical 
ngpational Shire, or,.! 


"4 


cicty joyned to ogertiEr by y. at! 
rant, in one c Congregation, fo Wo ih 


ex 36 ing to all the Ordinances 
wes given by Chrilt to bis Cha Cha 
n op Proetunes unes It ſigniticth a Fe 
Wartcular Con the, f meeting, t 
"Mer in one place, for the publick wor- . 
Ir of Gad, and their TagK edification:' 
| $that at Corzyth, ICor:J1- 18,20. and 14+ 
- + And in that acceptation, it notes, 
metimes: the Brethgen, 2s diſtinguiſhed 
on, ante ER Ted {}. 15-22- Sometunes 
| d Brethren -afſembled” e9z 
cr, — as ar» II, 20», but never, the 
ters, acct? Ps apart from. the Ercthreg. 
ut, 1n. EL Place it doth -not ſigniie 2 
ite Church.. For there "a 


day Chriſtia Fn IT 
Eo Pvrfy 0 or rather, than other. &'9 
| aan : f o 3 par a Þ 
| tar Cone tion Khor ere, in; 
Mefnits 45 And.ſo, the word Churc 
RES the oNe Nepment, DA 
2 rſecated 4 p* Ye 
x. 3-64 . Not, t ne 


, but all 
wy IH PET Te Rp calls 


Congregational nal Churc 


From _ ns opencd,. t 
rinal concluſion bus be nh hs 


& That it Be wi <3 Jppaintmone 


# 
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(54) 
of eſus Chriſt \that the Chriſtian Chun: 


_ underthe New Teſtament, oy ah, | 
= quantity and compaſs, C 
tional. | : | 

This we ſhall endeayour to prove, baſh. 
"by Scripture and Reaſon. 1. The Sc 
ture, in the writings of the Apolliiff 
clearly ſheweth, that they ſo underſi 1 
this bank of the Church-Charter, : 
Therefore they ſpeak of Chriſtian-Clt. 
ches, as ſeveral 'and diſtin&t from « ( 
another, ICor. 11-16. and 1433s Ye: 
one and the-fame Country, . as Galdi,, 
Gal,F.2. Fudea, v.22. Macedonia. 2Ca » 
I. Yeain Corinth, where God ha 
people, {@. 18. to. yet che Church 

was but one Congregation, 1Core 14« 
though Cenchrea was a Port neat 1 
Corinth, yet it had a Church mary? ar 
Cake Rand, hs The Church al \- nd 
. Jeruſalem, tho a greater numbe 
Believers was Tehared 7s be there, 5 
we read of in other'Citics, yet it. was| 5 
one Tn Ad-2-41,44:47+ ilec 
2, 15. The fame holdeth can bs 
ther t Cities 3 the Church, in | T 
. one of them, was Congregational : 
"If the number of Belicvets grew toog 
for one Congregation , doubtleſs n 
Churches | were * gathered in ſuch's pl 


I'S I 
dta 
4nn 


JF 7 
xdeaſe 76 if ſeveral parts of the Church 
net in times of Perſecution , now and 
Fen, here and there, as they might; yet 
Whey continued one Congregation, having 
 Fhe fame Officers, in common, for any 
"Wing appears in Scripture to the contrary. 
Wow let us ſee, why the Chriſtian Church 

The firſt Reaſon is from the end of 1-Regſs 
thurch-tellowſhip, which is mutual edi> 
ation, in the uſe of the means inſtituted 
7 Chriſt thereunto. Let all things be doye 
mo edification, 1» Cor. 14. 26. but how 
"Fan this be attained, unleſs they ſo meet 
"Woecther, bat all may learn, and all be 

forted. v. 13 ? Henceall the M 
Wt the Church are exhorted, not to forſake 
Wrir aſſembling together, Heb.10.25. which 
nas the praiſe F the primitive Church . 
I Jeruſalem, Al. 2 42, 44+ Therefore a 
Tarticular viſible Chuych is compared to 
"@tock, which are ted together, AG. 20, = 
$; and toan Houle or Family, the mem- 
as whereof injoy the fame Family-pri- 
Sicdees in common, under the ſame fami- 
y-order .1Tzm-3- 15+ 
The ſecond Reaſon is, from their duty 2-Reaſc 
drake up offences among Brethren,which 
annot be ended privately, Mat. 18,1718, 

Thich implyeth two things. 1. That the. 

wa... Chuxch 
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(6) 
Chiarch muſt confift of more thani fob ;- 
#hybe + for thong rwo dr three By 
over-one ariother, iarmoniſh one : 
and, in ca> of  obſtinancy, with «ir 
from a convicted delinquent : ahd, the 
tpo 5;* three praying together, may e 
rhe pref: nce and biefſing ot Chi; 4s or 
19,20. upon caciradmonition 3 3 yettwoWt 
cbree cannot iha® the matter cormpleatiphne 
In way of Church-zeaſtire, but - niuſt te 
the Charch : Therefore the Church mi 


_ neceſſarily conlift of a greater niithe . 


Again, how can two or three- chooſe Y gon 
four forts of Officers: 4mon then: 
ſelves, which are deſcribed by four lvi | 


_ creatutes, in Rev. 4- 6, 7. | vis. Paſtiþle 


Teacher, Rulin Elder and Deacon 7 
2+ in ew 5 wil not exceed the quaniii 
ty and com one Congregation. Forſic 
the Church muſt meet ordinanly 'tbgethd 


- with their Officers, for theſe pirpoſtſal 


Therefore the Scririe Thewwetl, thr th be i 
whok Church did'meet together to chak 

and ordain Officers, as Deacons, A. 6-2; 
35> Elders, AG. 14-23. to receive and 


admit Members, A&. 9.26. for Propheſy-ſſ* 


ig, .ICor- 14-23+ il the Seals, 1Cor, 11:Þix 
20. and for Cenſures, 1Cor-. 5. 4. and toffv 
releaſe from cenſures. 2Cor. 2. 6,7-, 0 k 
much m—_ -— 4am The Con-i#t 


&Qarics axe theſe T hen 


f 
Then PA 7 2000 frame of 2 I- Coro. 


Chriftian Chureh 1s no homanc” invent 
rior or conſtivarion. | True-*''is, that the 
 fratnsd, 86 it was wont to joyn all 
oithe + inhabitanrs within ftich 'a' preciu, 
aro one Chureh, injoyning them all to 
 ommunicate at the Lords Table, ot Teaft 
; | ne is rheerly humane , not being 
Ilmeaſuret by the Golden Reed, which 15 
She Chutch-meaſure, but - by the Court- 
he ure, Rev. T1 1,2e But that Members 
= :xs- Chrift 1 wreth, and {0 
ederating, ſhould 6tifarily meet to- 
ther in one” Congregation, for the - 
am worſhip of God, arid thr matu= 
ldificaon, is the OrditadceeF Chrift, 
ad according ts the meaſare of the gol- 
| racy th y the City #1d Gares, 
I the AreriGons of the' New: Jeruſa- 
0 mare rmeafared, Rev. 21-15. that they 
bal not be {Þ few, as to eut off Charch- 
ghuifd:Rion within themſelves; nor ſo 
\Fruny, but thar af may hear and be edif- 
M6. and be governed by the 'Power; 
hich Chriſt hath geen to the Charch 
d preſerve the purity of /his Worſhip, 
ne L of their fello owihip: within has 


1 c » ; —— "IM 
- . < Py 
= 1 I 
x : 


$9 
: ..> .: net ordinarily meet together, ' to Clind, | 
.ends.3 it. is the mind. of Chriſt, - that thi... 
| ſhould be diftributed into ſundry Congyſh, | 
\gational. Churches. For, though maſt. 
| pena" of - Iſrael met together in mf, - 
court of the Temple at Jeruſalem to oli, 
Sacrifice 31 becauſe they might Rand in 4 
Large a place together and- ſee the Sac: * 
fices burat 3 yet that will not prove, thiſ— 
ſuch multitudes ſhould be Members of 
Chriſtian = 22mg we rom oe 
Qn 15 requ1 then in ſeeing forme off: 
2 Coral. Thien, it is not. arbitrary, but a du 
for every Chriſtian, to endeavour to jo 
himſelf in Memberſhip with a Congregl | 
tional inſtituted Church of Chriſt : whe I 
ſaever have opportunity, and neglect ir 
todo, they greatly fin againſt God, anjz$ 
break the ſecond Commandment, in nd,,c 
worſhiping him according to bis infſtitff , 
tion: andalſo againſt their own ſouls, if, 
depriving themſelves of the bleſhng,whid 
he hath annexed unto his Inſticution 
Exod-20-24- Mat-28. 20. and if they pe 
Gt in that negle, they can hardly be ac 7 
counted Believers truly ſecking the King 
dom of God, what profeſſion of Religiog : 
ſoever they make otherwiſe, Mat. 6. 33 


| and they ſinagainſt their poſicricy allof q 
2 ; ( -: 


whom God ) $, LO my 
| p | 
heir parents worthi ins 'bim <Þ, upon. 
Ig, his Inftitutions : If the Lotd dor 

wod to the poſterity of ſach, it is meer-. 
Jy from his own good pleaſure, burnor 
rom their Parents Corman Exch IG: | 
_— 


YL. 


hn —— 


vr "CHAP. 'V. "ie 
dt ; dhnenals the Cherches impreg- 
| n. fr4 ſtavility, < 


Y 0 the Church baile by Chriſt upon 
22 T this Rock, he hath promiſed and 
Foiven this great priviledge, that the gates 
| fH Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. | TUdo; 
tv ] &ovs, in the Scripture, ſigniheth, 
J not Hell, but the ſtate of the en. or the 
uy Grave,gdvaTQ- & ads arc enemies van- 
JF quiſhed by Chriſt tor his Church, 1Cor.15. 
25,55 and ſhalbe caſt into the lake of fire, 
Rev. 20. I4- TUAGQ! & 8 are the gates of 
Death, in Fob.38. 17. Pſal. I07- 18 and the 
f gates of the Grave, Iſa. 3$. 10. 3. e. the po- 
I wer of Death and the Grave, which ſe- 
J 2th onthem, as a Serjeant, Pſal. 116. 3» 

JF The ſum is 3 Let the Church be 
« to the loweſt, that it {ems to be 4 
as 


; plots an;- 
| IT nſt the 5 org againſt whid | 
if Chriſt nds Sarge by 
Grave wou n{t them, to 
their eternal * wr 16 Ra conclude 
' therefore, that, in this Text, by «hs: gated] 
of Hell, are meant, all the machination 
of Satan, and temptations whatſoever 
whereby helaboureth to hinder the þuilde.” 
zag of Chrilts,Church,to draw be frenf. 
Chriſt, who are built ypon hime-7þ | 
pailing of them ignites their eſe 
working unto the attainment of tho. 
ends. The ſums, -z promiſe that the Doſſ” 
vil, with all his policies and powers, ſhallff..- 
yaither hinder | the building of Chrilhſf 
Church, nor cauſe the Church thus built 
0 bÞ one > from Chrift. And, that thigh 
20d meaning': of _ the. 
pots _— Sacinians, or Armintſ 
_ ans ſay tothe de qe" may thus he, eviny le 
bed: 7. Becauſe the thing promiſed, iſ.” 
the diſabling of what ever.qppoſeth "he al 


hulding of the Church vpn = Roch 


FH, orkath 3 its BY Anbin from foe ns 


| mearit in this phraſe; "but the Temp- 


h _ and Machinations of Satan;' by 


and his inſtruments, Hereticks 
nd Tyrants, go forth thence "There- 


"ſore they are meant in this phraiſe. 3. Be- 
Falſe Peter, to whom Chriſt ſpake he 


ords; deſcribes unbehevers, the adverſt- 
bes of this building , as belonging to the 


| ates of Hell 3 1Pet:2 .3-/ 4. Becauſe the 


roportion, which Chriltimplyes, in theſe 
Fore h that they be founder- 


Firod. The proportion is between two CE 
"Ries. that Heaven, whichhath'iits gates, 


is 


D 
c 


5 
J 


nd keyes, in v.19. And the ter of Hel, 
h hath'its gates whence it' endeavors 


Fheruine _ overthrow of that, - -but'ſhall 


Sceing therefore City is 0p- 
Dior dad Gates bo" and one 
Ne the Charch)- is confilered i the 


F- ate of preſent building 3 it & moſt ſuts- 
le that the other bealſo looked at, as-fe 


poſeth that, in thepreſent, whilk ir 


| nilicanrupon'earth. Bat from/Hence, thir 


iriſt protmiferh *that the gates of #1 


(62) 


all ce revayl againſt his. Churdi 0 
buile, Gn ſake, _that Chriſt mean 
only the invifible jCatholick, Church : 0 a 
4hat only, ſay bale on. this. Rod 
and only that not fail; , Anſw. I, « 
Is. true, that: the Catholick ' inviſible | 
Church is built upon Chriſt , by ctetuiice 
-and unfcigried Faith, and that ſhall n 
fail; For That is tbe general Aſſembly, a 
Chureb of the fiſt-born, which are enrolled ufc 
_  Heavey, Heb: 12. 23- And all the. gate 
of Hell cannot prevail againſt thoſe chajſſit 
Are written in Heaven: 2. But it. isnoff} 1 
-true, that theſe only are built on thighfE 
Rock. The. Apoſile Paul tells us , that Ch 
particular viſible Church,rightly conſtituÞdji 
ted, as that at. Corinth, is built upon thi 
Rock, or Rocky-foundation, I Cor- 3. Iogiga 
11. and bcin { built, is under the Deck - 
proteion'of God in Chriſt; in reſped 
whereof the-Lord proiniſeth: any ſud 
:Church, as well among the Gentiles , a gal 
the Fews » Wheſoever ſhall gather bimſelii 
againſt thee, ſhall fall, 1/2. 5A 15. and dffthe 
-#be we that are made againjt thee aipar! 
_zet proſper, verl. 17. And it is clear, that nr 
Chriſt, in this place, ſpeaks of ſuch 2 
Churchas is built upon the confeſſion d Ich 
-Faith, ſach as Peter made, viſibly andſftat 
ſpabuckly.; 3. whereupon, not the Invidhd . the 
, Cat 


(63) 

kKatholide Chirch, buc-viſible particular 
churches are built : Therefore theſe on> 

Fhare meant heres. 3 _ 
xd The Churdi of Chriſt, buile by himſelf'S- Conci« 
ible hath appointed for their ſafety , is im> 
Sregnable. The Chnrch of Chriſt: is here 
affindefinitely taken, for a particular Con+ 
agrcgational-Church inſtituted by Chriſt, 
{according to the ſenſe of the farmer con- 
teSufions , not}; for this. or that, defi- 

0 Therefore if any object, that the gates Objed: 
li Hell have prevailed againſt the Greek- 
tKhurches ,- thoſe. golden: Candlefticks in 

rMdfie, and againſt Rome, whole Faith was 

ifokern of throughout the whole World, and © 
offeeainſt fundry other particular Churches? 

ly I 4nſtver,z+ Though it be true, that the Anſwe 
Aeatcs of Hell have prevailed- againſt this 
cfſer that . particular. Church; yet not a- 

SFezinſt 2 particular Church, indehinitly con- 

: d,-08'C which is the ſame ) 'againſft 

he Church, in general, exiſting in i 

Frarticulars In this' ſenſe, the vitab 

t{Church doth not fail. For,(1.) Chriſt e 

$oad, and will. have ſome or : other viſible 
xFChurch on Earth , wherein the general 
{Ftature,of a viſible Church is preſerved, as 

F the Genus 15 in its Species, andthe _— 

fs) 
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(46). 


of man ty this ot thir infra niſi 


CEC 
HR - otacrineg a « ference 
tween Chutrchts ; wherein are ome t: 
Brlievers milked with many Hypocr 
end" other Societies.' ' The: he 'y 
RD Chetbes £0' be 
tally defiivysd, : as he doth dis: —_—_ 

'  mies, Hoſe 11. 8,9+ Iſa 1-8,9. & 
+2. Thought be true, that: the'iCl 
of Afia and:Rome have been arial] 

ft by che) gates of Hell,: yet-not, Wh: 
Keep ere bully —_— or- planted! 7 
3he Apolltes, t egenerate Polhh 
_  rityand and Suocefſours, who were: not bull; 
> pn this Rock , PRE as eos * 
and - - negleCted - the means inted 
Chriſt for'their ſafety. The-Apoſtlc Pa 
__ 710k prReey {| 
,-by the "; Je- c $5 _- 
21 = They; neverthelel(s ,-in- ſucc 
enerations, Dy 
and Profeſſion of their Prede 
4nd ſo eineo th pulf of A: 
— | But;2s' when God ard 
& Kingdom iFrom-the 'Fews,/for the 
: a he did -not defiroſfls, 
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065 Y 
. - Earth, but gave It 20 8 
ue ferth the fraver thereof, Mat. 21, 
T though, in his righteous judge- 


belle ant Apofaics, he ray _ 


'& or that parti 
talcch 3 yet - pi by 2x 
iail wholly againſt _ > wee 11 
Nhat be preſerved. He doth bu 
h te the Candleſtick, not break it ul 
es; he doth g A remove it out of one 
Ike into ants, Koo + 2e 7 and ſtill pre- 
dScth it, in ſome particular Co a= + 
or other. 3. Though the SS of 
have ſometime, and in ſome degree, 
ied againſt this or that particular 
ile Church, holding, faft tbe profeſſion | 
ir Faith without wavermg 3 yet they 
enot prevailed according to thei col 
of theſe words. They . have prevailed 
ae.7i, only iv ſome x "beth as, I. ini. 
Fnporals, to impoveriſh then, Heb.10« 
| tobring them under bondage, as Pha- 
W4did the Iiraclites3 to eſtabliſh a decree 
heir deſtruCtion,as Haman did againſt 
Ta » to put multitudes of thetti tg 
h,as the ten perſecuting Etmpetors did 
8 Chrittians, and as the igh Pricſt and 
i lews dealt with Chriſt. 2. In Spitt- 


Ws, 1. to ſcatter. the Members | the 
F Church 
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ba 2 


Church 3 {6 1 His 
ed againſt: Tek; re 
Ste ben, AGE Et. nd to'cauſe the! 


man to flye into the Wilderneſs, Ra 


2. Toaffault them with temptations 


Chriſt told Peter, that Satan had del 
to winuow bim ta e Wheat. © | 
But they conld not prevail agai 


Chutch , abſdlutely and totally. A 


againſt all of them in Smyrna, by © 
calamities, Rev. 2. 10. Nor againlſt4 
Sardis, by temptation, Rev. 3. 4. 
totally againſt the whole Church. 
God did raiſe up unexpected helps; 


the Woman fled into the Wilderneſs, # 


I2. 6, 14, 16+ tO that part of them, 1 
remains ori carthz and, for the other 
of them, God will receive his people, 


- 
_— 


outward ſubſiſtence fails, into everlali | 


habitations , Lixke 16.'9. And, whe 
gates of Hell prevail, to the diſpe 
a particular Church built on this Rox . 


that is not to their deſtruQtion; but t no 


eth to the multiplication , and 1 


ment of particular Churches. The | 


ſperſion of the Chutch at Feruſalem, 
Te che diſperfion of Seed "into the 


which bringeth forth a more ple br 


Harveſt; ſo,. their diſperſion pren 
gainſt the gates of Hell, *< the e 
$& 


S F 
WOT, 


in$ of ſundry Churches, X &: 11. 19,21; 
llhas the Lord turned the Policies of the 
* Yes of Hell againſt themſelves, accord- 
& to that protmſe,Zath. 12.3. Thus we 
nF the impregnable ftabilicy of Chriſt his 
irch built upon this Rock: | 
 WWefſhall now prove by Reaſon, that it 
tit be for $6228, +4. b 
, From Chriſt , who -is - the Head of the 1. Reaf?: 
Wl: Church , a$'well as of the inviſible, ** ***9* 
Ur. 124 27+ And he will not ſuffer the 
nd Meinbers of his Body to be plucked 
« Þ torn from it by the gates of Hell. - He 
silltlic binKer of: his *Chtich , Heb.3:3, 4- 
S, Wherefore will cftabliſh it: When he 


ſk was built by Noah, as' Gods - Inftry- 
crÞt, according to Gbd*s appointinent, 
"ted againſt all the power of the De< 
als He 15 the F oundation, as hes be- 
1d, and- panty confefſed , whereup- 


9he buildeth his Church. Apainſt an 

dſaſe {o built , the Winds and Waves: 

; (not prevail, Matth: 7- 24, 25+. | 

From the Ptotniſes given to ſuch a', Reaf? 
hefſarch, which are of two/forts. 1; For © | 
n, Fecction ; Ta: 44 5, 6- where he pro- 

 Fiteth concerning the Chiirch'of Chriſt 

lenffier the New Teſtament”, and deſcribes 

cs protection over them, by a twotſbld : 
Vion 3 x By the Pilar of Cloud: and © 

gd F 2 Fire 


(68) 
Firethat: protefted- the people-of,, If 
gt the-Red Sea; from Pharach and his H pf 
2+ By the covering of the Tabemnark.a 
che holy things ju it from. all. mjuricsÞ 
weather,” Exods 26+ 24+ Reve 7» L6- Af 
his power is ingaged to perform his. pi i 
afiſc, - Fob» 10-2H,29-"; And his. Providalſt 
will order all iſſues and events there 
_TJa54-16,17-M3-28-18;20. * 2ly« For® 
* tory, Rome:1 6-20 Ik the Lord will tap 
Satay -uuder-thitr-feet ,; he will ſee | 09 
ng Satan ſhaltooe: tread, them under $ 
eaf; From the ticles given'to. particular 
3K P. Gble Churches. gre are frequently, 
the New Teftament, called the Kingd 
of Heaven 3 and; Hell cannot-prevai 
gainſt Heaven. They.are called: the 
dom 6i-Chriſt,.ahd God the Father þ i 
eftabliſhed bis Kingdom by an. oath, M7 
89- 35: 36+ Toconfirm.our Faith here 
he calls the Sun and Moon to be wit: 
ſes, verſe 37* The -San may be clou 
ſometimes, and Moon: is ſometimes 
—” - "= the Full, fometimes m the Wane, ® 
fall it is in the Heaven ;- So it is with {ted 
.- Eharch on Earth» Sepper & fuifſe in © 
6, futhram p have Ecclefigm, nos * 
bates; qnan;wuamcjus afpciinm aligns © 
Alt 2-56. rr waagag #4 wet ab; | wogibur þ ob 
1 g 14K . IU 
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do 2ants caligine , ut vix Egmeſeass 


ratam eſſe fateamur. PE 

q-: it belongs to Chriſt, to breaks ehis 
co Mend: 3 who. can proceed 'no 
thanto bruiſe his heel, Gez. 3.15« 
oe 15 & that little flone that brake the Image 
alpicces, which reprefanted-che :Monars 
axes and ;Powers; whereby the gates 'of 
1 ſought to prevail agamt Chritand 
& Church, Dan- 2. 45) -Chrifts Church-is 
colied an Houſe of-prayertq' all Nationg, 
56::7- The! I{racl'of|Gvd, Gal- 6. 168 
Hillufion tothe change ofi -Facobs name, 
&0 by prayer obtained vidtory and 

« Wtion againſt. Eſax, Ger 32.28. Hoſe 12+ 
i. So ſhall the Church of Chriſt, by pra- 
i obtain deliverance from the gates of 
© || _ they ſhall not prevail againſt 


from the. ſtate of the Devils themſeiyes, 4 Reaſs 
18 all their - inſtruments. 1-: They are 
alfed. Gen-12. 3- I will caſe: them thas 
" a t they ſhall not proſper 
Mhcir interprizes againſt the' Churchof 
\ift- 2- They were conguiered.and cap; 
ited, and triumphed oyer by Chriſt; 
gore he did build his Church, Epbeſ-4- 
2. Therefore ſhall not hinder r. buil> 
dz of it, nor deſtroy it being built, 


oo f =y are enemies -unto. Chriſts. King 
F 3 dom ; 


(50) 

Join: TE, © not prevail. Pſa” 
3:4- and,110- 1,2. Let us briefly note { 

aries hence. I 

Then inyain beafteth that Romar 
nagogue,of the infallibility of their F 
as Peter's ſucceſſors, and of the ind q. 
ency of their Church, as built upan Pe P | 
when as, neither had Peter, himſelf. 
ſuch priviledge, as to- be infallible. | 
next ſtory tn'this 16th of Matthew c 
ceth the contrary, v. 23+ Nor, oy a 1 
whereupon Chriſt builds his : 
pneant the perſon of Pevery or Ferri CE 
fefſfion perſonally.as i it had relation to hf 
but as it i is confdered really in it phy 3 
35 common to all the Diſciples, and tc 
viſible Believers, which may be thus * 
firmed : 1-Becauſe Peters confeffion 1 by 
ſh 


have relation to the matter whidf.5 
".] confeſſed. But Peter confeſſed not þ fs 

ſelf, but Chriſt, faying, Thox are the C 

abe Son of the living | Gd, Therefore p 

confeſſion had relation to Chriſt, nol 
. 2.Becauſe Peter confeſſed non = 
than that which he knew. the other F 
Kiples believed before he ſpeake: jt 
Chriſt's queſtion being general, . #haſſ © 
ye? Peter anſwered, as themouth ofÞibu 
reſt : but the Apoſtles, before he ſpf"'s! 


belicyed Chriſt confeſſed, and not yy ww 


(21) 


Cas Mfe.'13o Tz Sh; | Viet FO con- 
Fon whereupon aith 
""Þd his Chth «BY hoſoever. ſh 1 


elieve that - Bat er confell 
riſt the Son he living G6d,, 


T ft feſs ts Bag Pre Fr 2 
I GE 


- Wnever heard of fe ke 6 


the. beard ee FF Wy, My 
ri 


| relation -unto. and not to the 


» WIC of Peter. 4» Becauſe th - Rock fg: 


"Tth that which 1s 1mm mmovead 
) -gnable, ſuch as is Cc riſt and his 


Land ſalon at one time, thrice deny- 
Q of his. Lord. There- 
this xfeffion, which Chriſt calls the 
, had not relation to Peter, but only 
uriſt, 
Then they that would, haye a particu- 2. Coroll; 
| Church to be impregnable e, ſtable, and 
againſt the prevailing of the gates of 
, muſt ſee that it be built upon this 
$<&, and not upon humane formes. , _. 
'JThat Chriſt himſelf be the builder of it, - $ ly F 
S2:ding to his own inſtitutions, not the Fcclifia, 


ices Or cuſtoms of | men. wa "XThat the non _ 
it in 


ibis, ratione poteſtatis vel dignitati Ecclefiaſftice, vel 
Saris (oc. ſed in ills perſons, in gqurbuss eft notttia vera, 
| aſe fidei (5 veritatis. Lyra in loc. 

F 4 mates 


(72) 
weeraly, of which it confifts; be hi 
ag yurger Ch 
= belite: the Lord, and his} 
NT Ay be firmly joyned tt 
ET orie Congregation, by an | 
Cornnt of ij n and ſubmiſſion 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to one anot 
im Uh, antl accordingly walk t 
obedience to Chriſt and tis Rukes 
ing Satan In all his Ten tations and 
chinations, thron jſt ftrengthr 
them, without whom they can do 
ng, Fob. I5. 5. and thar they impg | 
| and faithfully the power, 'wi 
hri  giyen then, viz- the Keyay” 
ahe' Kingdom 3 "Heaven, ini opening 
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- d, o* . and! f y, 'ACCOT 
ppointment, forthe prelſÞic 
ving of his Church ſafe in the purity 
their Faith and Order; againſt the gate 
Hell, which Prone wr bel 


GW if > 


> 


— 


'The Sccond Parr. 
CHAP. VL. 


bncernen the power given of Grid 
_ wntoſuch @ Church, as thefirſs 


and proper ſubjelt of it. 


T'He Geanddranch or part. of the Char- 

& | ter, is , concerning the Powet given 
y Chriſt unto fuch Churches, to have and 

| all the means appointed by him for 
Sr cfjabliſhment againſt the the gates of 


| % Mat-16-19. And Iwill give nmo thee 


s of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
PT thou ſhals bind on Earth, ſhall be 
1 in Heaven \, and whatſoever thou ſhals 


| + on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. 


eſe words contain, 2-A grant of Pow- 
Tr. 2. Aratification of that Grant. We 
ta to them diſftin&ly. 1. To 


; Hal ' his grant of Power 3 and therein; 


3 Explicate the terms , by Angry vn 
$ meant, t by the Kingdom of Heavers, 


: 2 2.by the Keys of it- 3 What FA appro- 


priation, 


(74) 
priation, or application of them imparfſ au, 
To thee I will gives = 
"I. By the Kingdom of Heaveu] is meal 
both the Kingdom of Grace & Glory; ani 
that the Kingdom of Glory is alſo meal». 
the following words ſhew, when he ſaid. 
What you bind on Earth, is bound in Hi 
wen, &c 2. By the Keys ( which ankle 
fign of Pow.cr,and are put , by a Mcetoulſ, 
my, for the Subje, the Power it (elf )F|, 
meant, Church-power.z which is ith 
- Supreme,and Soveraign, in Chriſt onlyFext 
Lord and Head of his Church,who ala 
hath the Rey of David ,which opexetb » ar 
no man ſhutteth, and ſintteth and no m 
y-_ in Rey. 3-7. or ſubordinate a 
delegate, ſuch as is in Chriſt's Stewardh; 
This is noted; by Keys, in the Plural nunh,,, 
ber, in this:place, which fGignifie all powſhirti 
Er delegated from Chriſt, to diſpenſe anflec 
adminiſter -all the holy things of hit 
Houſle,according to Chriſt's will, and whe 
the order. preſcribed by him to. that endifyy 
For all power, wherewith the Lord ]he: 
Tus betruſteth his Church.,: aims at thiſl,. 
- which is here expreſſed, to open , aud ſhite 
ys and looſe. 3: To thee I will give hot! 
The Application of this Grant is to Peterſur 
1n the name.of the Church, which Chrilifef { 
promiſed to build upon bimſclt, believe opp 


: 
ON _ - 


(15) 
and .publickly profefled.,. as [Peter did 
ore him, and his fellow-Diſciples in 
Wriſts School , at this time. And the 
 Womiſe is more fatly given to Peter, inthe 
Ine of the Church, than to the Church 
S name , becauſe it was not the Church 
Lt made this confeſfipn, but Peter in tha 
me of the Church. But here we muſt 
oKke a little ſtand, toexamine the ſun- 
Js claims which have been made to this 
Wizht, upon ſeveral pretences from this 
ext. 1+ Some, looking at Peter , as xe- 
afeſenting the Catholick - viſible-Church, 
nceiye that a general Council ( which, 
xy ſay, is the Gatholick Church , repre- 
Wntatively ) is the Church here meant,to 
Which Chriſt gives the Keys of the King- 
Men of Heaven» But that cannot be. For 
Marticular viſible Churches, in the Apo- 
les dayes, had, and exerciſed, the Keyes 
Sonpleatly within themſelves 3 yet was 

VShere no general Council, till the time of 
Wontantize , which was three hundred 
hears after Chriſt. 2+ Others look at this 
rant, as. peculiar to Peter, conſidered, as 
the Prince and chief of the Apaſtles , and 
bothe Popes of Rome , as his ſucceffors. 
But this Papal uſurpation , the Councils 
Yol Conſtance and Baſil Lirongly and juſtly 

oppoſed, ſhewing , that the - Keys, Which 


alc 


(76) 
arc here given to Peter, arc, in Fob.20.2 204. 
22, 23. given to all the Apoltles, and thr 
Peter himſelf is enjoyned in- Mat-18.tothurc 
the Church. 3. Others think, that the Clble 
tholick Church, confi dered.not repreſentslſyj 
tively,but in it f,is the firſt ſubje of thi 
Keys : Yet-theſe differ —_— Y: 
For ſome affirm 'it of the invitible,otherst 
the viſible Catholick Church. As forth 
terms we know,that vrſible 8c inviſible dif 
not note diſtin ſpeces or kindes of Chunſem. 
ches, butare only ſeveral adjundts of th 
. fame Church, which is called wo | 
reſpe& of the inward and —_— unionfſhbje 
which -Members have with Chriſt tha] p 
Head, by the - Spirit and Faith _—_ le, a 
fible, in reſpect of - their outward Prof 7A 
fion of their Faith,which is viſible to meniſear 
But in neither of theſe ſenſes, is the Cath = 
kck-Church the firſt ſubje& of the Keys 
1. Not a ixvifible;, for that is 'not- buil 4 
by a viſible profeſſion, ſuch as Peter's waviſſs ſu 
nor are the Ordinances diſpenſed or adhrep 
miniſtred vieuny's in it, tv,or by men in vi 'F 
fible ello Add hereunto, that theſRep 
Keys here oivenito Peter , can ſhut out offfef al 
the Kingdom of Heaven, even | the ſameſſt ca 
perſons, to whom they have opened thehh, e 
door before 3 which cannot befal Believers ſula 


NEE: | ” )Foiv( 
Zo Not ie! 


079) | 
2004. Not--a5: viſible. For. the Scripture: 
ch not acknowledge a Catholick viſible 
arch. The Catholick Church is not 
6ble, as a Church, and the Church that 
terifable is not Catholick. Though the 
Wtholick: Church may be viſible in its 
ular Members 3 yet ſo, they are not 
urch-: or, though it may. be viſible 
particular Congregations 3 yet none. See Mr. 

WF chem is Catholick : or, though all of £2*t- De. 
cm, if they could meet: together, may. _ of 
called a Catholick: Church, or general Congreg 

mbly 3 yet ſo, it cannot be. the firſt Churches, 
it jet of the Keys, 4c. of all Ecclefiafti-®->-2-56 
-power : for ſuch Afemblies, if poſſi- See Mr. 
tle, are extraordinary :. and extraordina- Hooker's 
Sr. Aſſemblies -are not fit Judicatorics, to — þ. 
Wear and cenſure ordinary offences, or to 14 & 15; 
Iminiſter - the ordinary a&ts of Church- 
Gower. 2. If the viſible Catholick Church 
Sc confidercd, as totum integrale, which 
&fuch a whole as ariſeth out of the ag-, 
regation of all particular Churches G as 
| n-Army is made up of all the ſeveral 
| tegiments and Troops, or a Kingdom 
Wt all the Cities and Counties within it) 
tcannot be the firſt ſubjeR of the Reyes, 
$. c. of all Church-power-,- Far, 1; parti- 
ular Churches axe the Members, which 
give the eſſential cauſes, whence the -in- 
legrity of this whole is made ups and 
: acres 
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| +... Þ 
therefore, in natirte, before it; as the enecel 
ts before its effe&; 2. Church-Ofkalſume 
with their Offices, are ſet ordinarily, dia 
Chrifts Inſtitution, only in ſuch a 'Churd A 
where. they are called the Choſen ; lr 0 
that 1s a particalar Charch 3 A. 14. Sg 
Tzt. 1.5+ For that choice and calling is tſk Sc 
foundation' of the relation between Mite 
ſtors and People, and' of the duties br 
of the Rulers, and of the Raled, muſe! 
ally, A&.'20. 28. 1 Pet. 532. Heb. 13.1 
3. If a Catholick integral Charch ariſe 
from all particular Churches, as Memb 
of it, joyned together 3 then ic muſt | 
diſtin& from them all, as the whole BY 
dy is 2 thing diſtin from its ſevero 
"Members 5 then alſo there muſt be fon 
Office, and Ordinarice, arid Act bt 
longing to it; which doth riot appelſ 
tain to particular Chutches 5 © as cherſoat! 
15 a General over an Army, beſides th 
Captains and Officers of the ſeveral R 
Siments3' and a Supreme Monarch in 
Kingdom, beſides the Govertiors in thi 
{ſeveral Corporations, awd Counties : Bui 
no ſuch Catholick-Church, diſtin& fro 
all particular Churches, can be ſhewenſ 
nor Officers, 'or acts of it, beſides thoſt 


| particul 
ches. 4- Dioceſan Biſhops look at tha 
words, as giving the Keys to them, - wo 
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 eaffieceſſors of the Apoſtles 3 whence they 
tafime the power of Ordinathon and Ju- 
y, Kidtion, as belonging to them, jure divi- 
urs A claim, which King Fames, whe- 
; lier out of his policy (which he called his 
- ng-craft ) or out of his. mfight into. 
s ti Scripture, would not ſaffer them to 
1 Ifetend, in his time. Nor indeed is there 
body warrant for it in Scripture, as it hath 
uten abundantly proved. by ſundry wit- 
ries againſt that uſurpation. We read 
Biſhops in the New-Teftament, but 
tat ? Not one Biſhopover many Chur- 
wo, but many Biſhops over one Church 3 
ot Dioceſan, but Congregational Bi- 

a0ps. Pb:l.1.1. Thoſe whom Lyke calls 

Widers, in AG. 20.17. Paxl calleth Biſhops, 

h@ v. 28. The Biſhops which the Apoftles 
acknowledge to be Chriſts Ordinance, to 
Fatinue in the Chriſtian Church, are 
ngregational Elders, 1 Tim.3-1--8. Tits 

5,7. 1 Pet. 51,2. and all the Teaching-! . 

ders are ovuTpeoCurepor, fellow-Elders, 

vegnal in authority, above whom Part. 
mcknowledgeth no Rulers 1n the Church, | 
at rather ſets theſe above all, i*Tim.5. 17. Enſeb.Ec< 
And, when, after the Apoſtles.time;one of ro 
ſhe Paſtors was called Biſhop, by way of cypr.xp. 
minency, for orders ſake 3 yet, for many /. 3. Ep.10 
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conſent of the 


ala. did it, as an Evangeliſt, not as a Dioceſi 
. Prelate; and the Office of Evangelif 
cogether with the Apoſtles, ceaſeth. Ti: 
Poſtfcript of the ſecond Epiſtle to ally. 
thy, where he- 1s called, the firſt Biſhop &n 
the Church of the Epbefians 3 and of tt 
ro Titas,where he is called,the firſt Bifaiſiet 
of the Church of the Cretians, are Apo 
Phal ( as the reſt are ) and. the firſt oh 
Fteth not with 2 Tim. 4-5. where ""F 
#by is called an Evangeliſt, and there 
not tycd to perfoval refideyce, to abi 
in one place ( as Biſhops and Paſtors are 
but the Evangeliſts were to go from plaifiling 
to-place, to ſet things 1n order, and cor 
firm theChurches planted by the Apoſils0: 
.T by: ſame may be {aid Tos Nor is thlth: 
- Poſtſcript of that Epiſtle of more credifine 
than the frames; where the Seribe faith, hy. 
.was written from Nicopolis. Hiperias julie 
iy diſliketh the ground of that opinion þ 
the Scribe, which.he ſaith,was from Tit. 
12s Becauſe Pax! bade Titxs come to hi 
. .to-Nicopolis , for he determined to wiz 
| "there : whereas, if be were there at thao 
time, he would have ſaid, I purpolc i: 
1 , oat 


(St) 
Wter here, not there 3 as Betz notech. 
Ms. Ochers conclude from this Text, 
We the power of the Reys. 2. e. the po- 
Tr of Ordination and. Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
Siction, is given in Peter, to Church- 


xrs only, -cſpecially to Paſtors and © 


Wchers. And that ſuch only, or prin- 
ly, are meant in this Grant, they en- 
our to prove by five. reaſons, cſpeci- 
We will examine them-ſeverally.and 
Wi Reaſ. Becauſe the Keys are given to 
wards by Offices 1 Cor. 4+ 1. 2Cors 4. 5» 
In}. I5. Iſa. 22. 12.| 
frſp. 1. The three former Texts ſpcak 
he Apoſtles and Evangeliſts Office, and 
Wien, of Paftors and Teachers, not of 
Gling-Elders. But, I ſuppoſe they will 


deny the Ruling-Elders to have a Key 


Ofice alſo. The laſt Text proveth on- 
What the Key ſometimes fignifies Office- 
Wer given to a Steward, which none 
y-- But this toucheth not this Text, 
i. 16. Which means not only Offce- 

xr, but all Power, which ſerves .to ſhut 
5 open the Houſe or City of God 3 not 
cr of the Steward only, but the power 

the Spouſe and Wife of this great 
as, to whom the Lord Chriſti, as: her 

band, being gone into a far Country, 
| ever! 
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even to Heaven, hath given power tox 


, f 


mit into the-Family, and reject, as ol: 


Gon ſhall require, and for 'thoſe-ends, | 


judge aMoz becauſe ſuch ads require ju 
ment, and to call-the' Steward to his ph 


and to put him into it, and to put ak 


of Office, by Election, into his hand : x 


therfore,though all power be not forma ' 


in her, yet it cometh originally from he 


Real. 2. Becanſe, Chrift bere giveth , 
Keys only to thofe, to whom he giveth Offdſl; 


Tarrant and Authority, for the atinal f 


ercife thereof, in opening and ſhutting, bu 


Ing and loofing, 1- &. only to Teachers 
Elders. | Anfw.. 1. Though it-is true, t 


- Official Warrant and Authority is gil, 
only to Teachers & Elders,only Teaci.;- 
and Ruling Elders have that formallfſ 


Yet, 2-The power of the Keys is far lan; 


than Office-power, viz. toadmit, rej 
Ec. 3» They havetheir Office fromt 
Church, and their Office-power, by 
.Church, originally : Therefore there! 


power 1n the Church, before Office| | 
wer, which did communicate and ap. 


veigh Office-power to its Officers. 


3- Rea. To bind and losſe , are als, 


the Office-power of Paſtors, Rulers, Feed 
by publick, and paſtoral preaching, 1 
dnth xot beloug to Believers. ] 


«. 7 = 

 Anſw- Binding and loofing, taken in' 
Me largeſt ſenſe, as in this Text, compre- 
Send the exerciſe of all the as of the 
Wcys , or Church-power : and thele acts 
SW: not only by publick and - paſtoral 

aching (for then, | the  Ruling-Elder 
Jould haye nb Key to bind or looſe) 3 but 
"Wo by Admonitions, Excommunicati- 
7 s, Adnvſſions, which iſſue from a po- 
» Fo judging, not proper to the Paſtors 
"Wf7, but common to the People with 
4 OI} Though the Keys be given to 
F: Church 3 yer ſhe tnay not exercife any 
" Wt proper to Office-Power, without Ot- 


"Str, whom ſhe doth and ruſt call to that 


Od, and ſabmit to them in the: duc ex- 
"Wile thereof. CE 7 


g & Reaf. If this place give not wartant 


"hs arthority to Officers, what warrant bave 
for their Office-Power#| — 

"'Y 4rfrv. 1: This place gives warrant for 
1: Pcople to chooſe their Officers, ac- 
©Jiding to Chriſt's appointment, and the 
-—Furch doth accordmgly call them to 
L place, and inveft them with Office, 
ſth voluntary profefled ſibje&ion to 
an, in the right exerciſe of that power 
'Y Office , which belongs -gnto theny in 

ME Lord. 2. The ſeverala&s of Office- 
mer to-be exercifed by them, are abun- 

" G 2 -.._ dantly; 
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dantly warranted in other places of Scripffas 
LUC. — ing 
5. Reaſ. They to whom the Keys are hifiga 
given, doe authoritatively forgive and wijet! 
tain fins, and their As are valid in Heh 
ven 5 but the Church of Believers, wantin(v« 
Officers, cannot by any warrant of $ cripturÞ#a: 
authoritatively forgive and retain ſins. WP: 
 4Anſw. The word, Authority, ſometingſſure 
15 taken more generally, tor Power, ſomate 
tines more ſtrictly and properly, for Ryroc 
ling and Offtice-Power. In the firſt ſen! : 
the Church hath power to foregive judſold. 
cially, in 2 Cor-2. 10+:1n reference to this w 
former cenſure. The Officers forgive aſſſſtan 
thoritatively, in the ſecond ſenſe. Wſlgr 
proceed to the laſt interpretation. am 
6+ Others look at the Keys as givenFien 
Peter here, in the name of a _particultutc 
viſible Church, indefinitely taken 3 notÞ th 
this or that particular definite Chungſat C 
that all other Churches ſhould receive tiÞt to 
Keys from them, or be ſubject to the pÞ {pa 
wer of the Reyes in their hands : For tifders 
will not ſtand with the parity of Churdiþ ſp 
among themſelves : for, par 3 paremaſme1 
babet imperium. Therefore the ChurgFilon 
| here intended, muſt be taken generallſf Ch: 
and indefinitely, as comprehending fu} 
auy particular viſible Church, one as Wile, 
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as another, or the general Church as exiſt- 
ing its particulars. If it be objected a- 
mcainſt this, that Peter was not a Member 
fſuch a Chriſtian Congregation, when 
Chriſt ſpake theſe words unto him. I an+> 
wer, It 1s true : for no ſuch Church 
yas then conſtituted. No more was there 
& Presbytery then conſtituted, when Chriſt 
ircted Peter and the reſt, in caſe of pri- + 
Fate offence obſtinatly perſiſted in, after 
_roceeding in the firſt and ſecond ſtep, to 
fell the Church, in Mat. 18. which yet they 
xFold, but not truly, to be the Presbytery, 
S we ſhall evince hereafter, with the af- 
ſtance of Chriſt. But, in the mean time, 
Wl grant that that Rule ſerveth to order 
embers, how to proceed in ſuch caſes, 
nhen particular Churches ſhould be con- 
ultuted. And the ſame reaſon is of force 
t@ this Text alſo. Some have thought 
rat Chriſt giveth the Keys in this Text, 
Wt to the Church of Believers, of which 
p&pake in the former veiſe, but tothe 
tiiders 3 becauſe he altereth the form of 
Ms ſpeech : for, having ſpoken, in the 
:mer verſe, of the Church, in the third 
rFF1on, ſaying, Vpon this Rock Þ will build 
al Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
inffevail againjt it > he faith not, in this 
mie, 2nd I will give unto it the Keys, but 
G& 3 - varying 


bd 


one x = Le Ant IRe th 4 <2 
= 4 IL - — _ = . 4 __ w 
ley: " ' 4s 4 q ring w.- fs ” : | - ” 
| ity 5 5» 


Ln. te er es 
_ 


a a 
» rm 4A S- 
- — JE U_ 


4d i us 14 COA + Hoethnetiddie 
- * <4 oo. 
be 
_ —__ Sn 4 Ss og I” 4, pA ”— w - 
ng ws 2 tes x - - - = 
—_—_ - s. p a : ——— 
— ” 
: Sr ax - eons Gran = I 
ap. nr PI ci ad 2 3 OY - -————_—_ 


varying the perſon, he turneth his ſpeed 


perſon, nor turning of ſpeech, in Chrif 
giving the promiſe of the Keys 3 but, 
Chriſt began, fo he continueth his {peec 


In v. 17. Chriſt pronounceth Peter bleſſ 


he giveth a promiſe of reward to Peta 
confeſſion, that,upon this, as upon a Rod 


be will build bis-Church, and eſtabliſh it, S 


impregnable againſt the gates of Hell. | 
*Tot7 Ec- Ve I. he giveth unto Peter, upon occa 
clefiededit on of his publick confeſſion inthe name 
Chrifus the Church, a promiſe of the Keys of t 
claves, ſed .,. gras : 
Jta, ut in Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore this p 
Eccleſia mile 15 given to the Church, in Peter, 


from the cauſe of his confeſſion. In +» 1Þ 


to Peter, ſaying, and w4to thee I-3ll ginun 
the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven : buff 
this 15 a miſtake. Here 1s no changing fu 


al 


el 


to Pezer, upon occaſion of his confeſlogÞþ& 


'f 


th 


we 


cer ti efſent ſuch ſort,as, though the uſe of the Keys In 


gut clavi- ious, according to the variety of aff 


=> at for lings in the Church,yct the power it (elf 
Iutem Ec- the Keys, 1s here originally and prima 
clefie, h> camitted to the*Church in general,exifti 


OE Sane. in particular Churches. I might prod: 


in przc. 4. ſundry Writers, both ancient and mode 
quzſt. 3, of other Countries, and our own, if nt 


a mnng required, to confirm this Expoſition (y! 
Feeleſ.d,3 of the Authors quoted by Mr. P. nc 
& 3. | © few conſenting herein 3) butT ſhall o 
4 . n : » OE, TE yer 6 a menti 


(37) 
xentiof Cyprian and Auguſtine, who, in 
-undry places, ſpeak the ſame with us. 
 Mnd theſe two I the rather name, becauſe 
nd in approved Hiſtories, that ſundry 
FWMartyrs, being conhirmed in this Truth, 
' their Teſtimonies, have ſealed it with 
eieir blood, Hieronimus $avanarola, 2 
pod —_— Preacher in Florewce, a 
endued with a Prophetical. Spirit, GD 
as there burnt, for denying the i = 
{the Pope, teaching, that the Keys were wverir.cont. 
xſiven, Ecclefie toti, now #nz Petro, to the Papan. 
hole Churchz and that the Communion ?* 555- 
Would be adminiſtred ſub utraque- fpecte, 
id againſt humane Traditions, and the 
pes indulgencies, and the wicked lives 
the Cardinals and' Prieſts; and for 
aching free Juſtification by Faith .in 
wriſt, and that the Pape is Antichriſt. 
tis was about the year, 1499. In our 
m Land, Fohn Lambert, in the year, Fox Mare 
338, was burnt to death, by the fen- = 7th 
aFuce of King Henry the 8th, himſelf fit- tag 4 
2 in judgement upon him, with all ” 
Nobles and Biſhops, by the wicked 
punſcl of Stephen. Gardiner, upon'45 Ar- 
les) whereof this was the 439 Article, 
& ether he believed the Pope was Chritts 
icar, and hadpower on carth to. bind 
$4 looſe ? He denyed that the Pape was 
" *i G 4. Chriſts 
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| (88 ) 
Chriſts Vicar, and affirmed, that the Key 
were given to Peter, not for himfelf alone 


- but in the name of the Church, and pro 
J#em,ibid. cd it out of Cyprian, de fimplicitate Clen 
corum,” and Ang. de Agone Chriſtian 

Alſo Sir Fohn Borthwick,a Scottiſh Knighyſt 
in the year 1540, was condemngd by thifi 
Arch Biſhop of St. Andrews, then Cardjþc 
na] of Scotland, and the Popes Lepate 
with ſundry Popiſh Biſhops, upon taſþde 
* Articles,of which this was the firſt, toudiſer 
ing the Popes Supremacy, grounded unſuk 
on Mat-16- To thee will I give the Key 
which he, from that place, confuted, aſp: 
firming that the Keys were given to thiqu 
Church in Peter, which name was gingſact 
' him upon his confeſſion of Chriſt, in (ſhe; 
name of the whole Church 3 and contimſec 
ed his aſſertion, out of Cyprian and Aﬀior 
guſftine- $0 that this 15 no-new, nor ſingſey 
Har expoſition of theſe words, or prad 
taken up by ſomc few of late. Not nent r 
for _ wrote about the year 250 qual 
- ter Chriſt; and Awguſtine, about the yqRul 
4103 the laſt of them about 1200 yaſp C 
fince, and the firſt above 1400 years pind 
I ſhall add hereunto, that, before Cyprigfam 
Tertullian, about the year 200, ſhewsmit 
that Church-cenſures wefe then perfonſſit b 
ed by one particulax Church _ gacy 
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($9 ) 
bl and not in any combination of Chur- 
onelſhes 3 Tertell. Apolog. Cap-39- Nor fingu- 

z for ſundry ſorts of Writers, in ſeve- 
$1! Ages and Countries, have conſented 
zaſicreine T will not enter into that queſti- | 
in. (about which there ſeems to be ſome 
ifference in apprehenſions: between ſome 
Godly learned Brethrew ) Whether the 
areys are given to Peter under ſeveral cone 
$dcrations, as an Apoſtle, and - as an El- 
Ser, and as a profeſſing Believer, all being 
Wken joyntly together ? or to a ſingle So- 
exefiety, or condition. of men,” under ſome 
. pecial Relation, which ſhare alike in the 
Squality of this Power promiſed unto 
rEliem ? For in the ſubſtance of the matter 
hey agree, I- That the Keys are promi- 
Wed to Peter, in the name of a Congrega- 
 Mional-Church. 2. That this power of the 
naMeys cannot be given to one fingle Society 
tWormally, in all the kinds of it becauſe 
eſt requires ſeveral ſorts of ſubjects for- 
mlly different, viz. fome. Ruling, ſome 
y4Ruled, ſome Teaching, &*c. 3, That, til - 
2 Congregational-Church be organized, 
nd compleated with all its Othcers, it 
annot compleatly exerciſe the Keys com- 
Wited to it. 4, That, nevertheleſs, before 
onfſit be compleated, it hath power of the 
in fKeys, = is tae firſt ſubject! of them 
i either 


6+ Conch. 


y 
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either formally, or virtually, whereby 
the Ordinances are adminiſtred, or a1« 
miniſtrable among them. TI ſhall iflue ties 
point into one Dodcrinal Conclufion, fhur 

The ſubordinate ordinary Power Gm: 
ating Church-affairs, in the Order ail 
pointed by Jeſus Chriſt, for attatamentg&. 
the ends of Church-Communion, 1s gin 
by Chriſt to a viſible Congregation @ 
confederate Believers, as the - firft ani 
proper ſubje&'of it. 

In the handling of this point, I ſh i 
note ſomethings, 1- For Explicationſhi 
2. Confirmation of it. 3. Draw ſome Conf 
{ecaries. +. 

I. For cxplication of it, I ſhall ende t 


vour to clear five particulars. 
1. What I mean by Subordinate Mi 

wer. | Subordinate Power is that whidſhr 
wholly dependeth on Chrifts Ordinanqhbef 


and Inſtitution, who is the Supreme ar 
only Monarch and Head. of the Churchfþ 
and therefore his revealed Will muſt i 
attended in all Church-Adminiſtations, ac. 
the only Rule, from which they may naſiv 
ſwerve to the right hand, or to the leitffetl 
for any humane policies, or pretenciſhe 
whatſoever, by adding ought thereto, hr 
taking any thing therefrom. To thifſhei 
Chriſt hmited. his Apoſtles, who __ - L 
| highs 


þ 


1 
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bySheſt Officers in the Church, Mar. 28. 


r a$,19,20+ And, accordingly, Paul ftritly 


etfkrgcd Timothy, and, in- him, all the 
, Hurches and Church-Officers, to keep this 
Enmaudment, without fpot, unrebukable, 
1! the appearing of our Lord' Fcſus Chrift » 
«K. 17:m-6-13,14,15- They muſt aſſume 
ig themſelves only / that power, which he 
Sth allotted them, and not exerciſe it any 
jerwiſe. than he hath allowed them. 
2+ Why I add ordizary,to ſubordinate. } 
# is added , to difference that Power, 
10nFhich reſideth in the Church for conti- 
-onf{ual uſe in ordinary diſpenfations, from 
at which was in the Apoſtles for a time, 


de the gift of Chriſt. Both-Apoſtolical- 


vwer, and Church-Power agree in this, 
Peat they are received immediately from 
hidBhriſt. For, as he ſaid to the Apoltles, 
mnahoſe ſis ye remit, they are remitted, &cc. 
arob. 20. 23+ So he {aid to. the Church, 
ch oth here, in Peter, and in Mat. 18. 18. 
t Whatſoever ye ſhall bind, on Iooſ® on earth, 
; Mice So that, neither did the Apoſtles re- 
naive their Power: from the Church, nov 
cilorh the Church receive its power from 
che Apoſtles, but both immediatly from 
» OEhrift : and therefore, as the Apoſtles had 
thigheir Power , before viſible Chriſtian- 
Whurches were coultitutedz ſo fuch _ 
=  - - CES 
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ches have and hold their Power, wh. 
Apoſtles ceaſe to be on earth. But herdſſhut 
theſe two Powers differz 1. That Apſhu 
ftolical Power was centred in one fingſhri 
Perſon, and extended it {elf to the circufe 
ference of all Churches. Each Apoſtle bth 
the Power of the whole Church, and &C 
all the Officers of the Church 3 when j 
was abſent from the Churches, he couſſe( 
adminiſter Seals and Cenſures, as if he hyfit « 
- , the preſence and concurrence of tiſho 
Church : and, if he was preſent in a. T 
Church that wanted Officers, an ApoſiſÞ « 
had power to execute every Office, faſſhe! 
the Church. And this their Power eff 
tended it {elf as much to all Churches, Seri 
to any One. Their Line went out into alli 
Wrld, Pſal. 19.4. with Rom. 10.18. Ma C 
28. 19. For as the Father ſent Chriſt thifec 
Mediator, with fulneſs of Soveragin Poſſe 
wer 3 ſo Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles with fulſſuce 
neſs of Minifterial Power , oh. 20. 2 
Put Church-Power is not in one ma, 7 
but in 2 Society, and to be exerciſed vari 
ouſly by ſeveral perſons in that ſocictyÞi: 
according to variety of callings. Are lg : 
Teachers? 1 Cor. 12-29. :Hence, 2. Thafac 
was extraordinary, aad tolaſt but for $}-1 
time : but this 15 ordinary, and to conthut 
RUE tO the end. Rev. 4+1. Inc 
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3. What 


_— 
whit. What the Church-Affairt are, and 
herlut the aGing them unports. ] The 
ArShurch-affairs are the Ordinances of 
ſingfritt,called here the Keys,in a large ſenſe, 
rcunſſe word of the Covenant, and the ſeals 

e h&the Covenant,and the Cenſures. Theſe 
d Church may be faid to a#, by opening 
end ſputtinge 1. They open the doors of 
coufſſ Church ſubordinately, when they ad- 

e baſit only fuch, and all ſuch, to fellowſhip, 
 thſhom Chriſt rcceiveth, Rome 14+ 1, 3- 
aF_The doors of office in. the Church they 
ofiÞ open in the. Church ſubordinately, 

, fahen. they cle& and ordain ſuch unto 

r exfices, as Chriſt hath prepared and called 
s, Fereun 0, according to the rule in 1 Tim, 
[4 1 ---14. and then only to ſuch Offices 
M$ Chriſt hath ſet in his Church : which 
 thife only four, Rev. 4. 6,7,8. For Widows © 
Poſe included in Deacons. Theſe are re- 
uſſced to two general heads, in Phil. 1.1. 
20d ſo are their functions, in Rome 12+ 
ny, 7. and yeeld unto them all, and only 
arſat power which Chriſt hath annexed to! 
:tyeir Office, and particularly unto Teach=: 
8g and Ruling Officers, that ſubjeQion: 9677 
hand honour which the word calls for, Heb.. $8125 | 
r $3-17- I Tim. 5.17, 19.  . 3» They. = 
tifut the Doores' of - the Church , and 
Fade men from Church--Ordinances H 
1t an 


CY 
and Priviledges3 1. By not admitting theÞiic 
co Church-fellowſhip, againſt whom th$"% 
_ have juſtexceptions, Ad. g. 26 2 i. 
judging and cenſuring ſcandlaous menſſ®? 
bers, whether . Brethren or Officers, aF* 
cording to Chriſts Rules, Mar. 18: 17, ii! 
and 1 Cor.-5- 3+- By holding them und ch 
cenſure, without releaſe, till their repaif® 
tance be to fatisfaction, according 
Chriſt's Rules, 2 Cor.2.6,7. . = 

4+ What the order is, wherein Chriffſ®c 
will have theſe Church-affairs to be adF** 
ed ? ] The order is this: Firſt, a companſÞ"t 
of Believers, being ſatisfied concerninſ® 
the ſpiritual ate of one another, and thaſf®® 
fitneſs for Church-fellowſhip, and there! 
upon confederating together, -to wall 
together in all the Ordinances of Chrifff®® 
with mutual watchfulnefs and ſubmiſſiof® 
one to another in the Lord, become & 
Congregational-Church. They have nowf®" 
the cfſentials of a Church. 2. Being ſachF** 
they muſt look out from among then} 
fclves for fuch Officers as Chriſt hath gi Al 
ven to his Church 3 theſe they muſt chal" 
and ordain, profeſſing their voluntary ſub! 
tniſſion to their- Offiee-Rule, and Authoſ 
rity, in the Lord. Till this be'done, they 
cannot compleatly a& all' Church-affair's' 
in due orders, Till they have _— wm 
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Miders, though: there be gifted-Brethren 
Song them that may Propheſie, 1 Cor. 
. yet they have none to gzve themſelves 
neninuzally to Prayer ( according to the 
 <lſities and occaſions of the Church) 
1419 the Miniſtry of the Word, AC. 6. 4+ 
ch attendance being proper to Oftcers 3 
m. 12. 7- Nor, 3+ to preach the word 
th authority, as an Ofhcer muſt. Tt. 2. 
; Nor, 4-. to adminiſter the Seals, 
hftich Chriſt hath annexed to the official 
,affraching of the Word, Mat. 28. 19, 20s 
an ithout Ruling-Elders, who ſhall call the 
inurch together, as the Apoſiles did, on 
Seciall weighty occafions, AG.6.2 ? Who - 
ejaull prepare matters for the Church, 
aj By «examining Officers or Members, 
iFKOre' they be received of the Church, 
r$tt 2-.2+ . 2+. By ſtating and clearing the 
tion and proofs, and:trying, whether 
owgatters have been carried according to 
Sale, privatly, in the firſt and ſecond ſtep, 
Kore any offence be preſented to the 
'Shurch, which was ſecret at firſt, ac- 
4 ding to: Mat. I-17. Zo By directing 
Hoſe that are to give ſatisfaction tothe 
TFhurch,in caſe of offence conceiv'd againft 
Fm, how to carry thanſelves, accord- 
«Þeto rule, to remove it, as the Apoſtles 
8 Elders, being mct at'the Houte of 
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Fans did to Paul, Af#-21:18. Toth 
ads, other like caſes are to. be referrelf® 
Who ſhall moderate debates in the Chir 
Aſſembly, and order ſpeaking and fila © 
1n the Church, according tb Rules of off 
der, and edification ? 1 Cor: 14: 26, 
Who ſhall -hold forth light from the Ru 
to guide the apprehenfions and. judgmdff®* 
of-the Brethren,in difhcult caſes ? acca 
ing to Ezeks 44. 23,24 Laſtly, who ſh 
diſenil the Church Authoritatively, wilf® 
a Bleſſing, in the natne of the Lord 
Numb.6.23 = 26. and Heb: 7.7. And wil 
ſhall take care of the: humane affairs F* 
the Church, if Deacons be not choſen alf®© 
ordained ? This Office-Power the Chunff®* 
indeed hath not formally in it ſelf y 
hath it virtually, and orzginally. As ti 
ſtock of a Tree hath not inumediate | 
wer £0 bring forth fruit, yet it hath p 
' wer to produce branches which do bri 
forth fruit 3 ſo the Church of Believaſf © 
though it hath not immediate power 
a& an Office, in the things proper thenff® © 
unto, yet it hath power to make {ut 
Officers as may perform 'the ſame 
Chriſt's orders _ 
-. 5. Why this Power 1s {aid to be gin 
to a viſible Congregation of confederlff Þ* 
Believers, 2s the firſt and proper ſubjF © 


TRnz 
2] This expreſſion ſcrveth to ſhew 
particulars,.. 1. ThatT ſpeak of a 


Jagregational-Church, indefinitely, or 


Church in its 'general' nature, as it 


Ris in particular Congregations, to each 
. hich it communicates its whole na- 


and with it all its priviledges and 
to them all, being ſpecics of it, 


| dy and equally 3 fo that cach particu- 


Church hath all Church-Power, that 
ated in the general nature of the 


ucch, as compleatly conveycd to it; as 


other : as this particular man, Fob, 


Weter, or Fames hath all the nature of 
Kt equally communicated to them, and, 


put forth the operations of that na- 
fully of themſelves, and without 


, help of any other. 2. That this Po- 


is given to the Church to be acted, 
Kdmiſfions, Elections, and Cenſures, 


Sr by ſuch in whoſe name Peter made 


;confelſion, VIZ 4 Community of Diſ- 


] 
Vo 
4 


s walking ini the profeſſion of the Faith, 


I A . , 
off conſentz that is, to a Society of believ- 
J mex : for Women, though Believers, 


excepted by the Rule, 1 Tm. 2-12-14 
Profeſſing Believers 3 - therefore Children, 
| diſtracted perſons are not. capable of 
$power, being unfit to judge, I Cor.5- 
and Io are they that are Deaf and 
be H Dumbs 
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Dumb: 3- Such as walk 3x the profiſſy 
of the Faith, with conſent. Theretore tug] * 
as are under publick cenſure for ſcand# 
in Life or Dodtrine, are diſabled, as #* 
ving, for the time, loſt their priviledge: 
power. Laſtly, if the Church it 7a 
general'y corrupted or divided . ame 
themſclves, as it were into two eqt 
parts, it cannot aft this power, nor cla 
an intereſt in this promiſe, which is 
ven to a Church afferbly m Chif* 
Name, with competent agreement amo 
themſelves. Mat. 18. 17, 18, 19, ff 
3. That this Power is given to ſuch 
Church, not only objectively for th 
good, but ſubjectively and firſtly, fo tl. 
the Church is the firſt recipient ſubjet 
it. For ' Ofhcers are given to the Chun 
Epheſ. 4. 8, 11. not as meer adjunds 
91ven to a, ſubje&, but as integral par: 
for compleating the integrity and þ 
{:&ion of the whole body of the Chur: 
and, if they be {o given to the Chur 
the Church is the recipient ſubje& 
them : and though the Church cannot 
it felt exerciſe the Teaching and Rulf 
Elders Office yet they may by thcir( 
ficers 3 as the body, though it cannot 
by it felf, yet it may by the eyes w 
arc given to it for that cnd. | 
2. 
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tr 2 The Confirmation, Or proof, that 
ach a Church is the firſt and proper ſub- 
. $4 of this power 3 ſhall be double. 1. By 
 .$ripture. 2. By Reaſons. | 
1 1+ By Scripture,it may be proved from 
dry Texts. 1. This inhand clearly 
.Jofrmeth it, if that gbod aucient rule 
4$ <xpounding Scripture be received; 
Wt zntelligentiz ex -cauſis Aifiorum 
1 #2242 oft. For Chriſt's queſtion to the 
ciples, which was the cauſe of Peter's 
Wicſhon here, was only concerning the 
With common to the Church. T/hom ſay 
tftbat 1 am ? | Hereupon Pexer, in the name 
the Diſciples, made this confeſſion of 
th. Chriſt teſtified his  approbation of 0 
by calling him Peter, not ſo much in —_—_ =—_ 
pect of his Office, as of his Faith thus erus popu- 
lickly profefled, whence allo viſtble 1-4 Chr i- 
Flicvers are called 1:vely tongs, 1 Pet. 2. fl 90%" 1 
5 and Chriſt added to this praile of P& \1,*.h 1s 
a twofold promiſe. 1. Of edifying wve;bis Do- 
a0 tabliſhing the Church, #pox this Rock, mini, Ser, 
wtf} Of affording it ſufticicat means for £3: 
Jin attainment of thoſe ends, viz. zhe 
ys of the Kingdom of Heaven,&c. Where 
Kingdom of Heaven, or vilble Church 
Chriſt on earth, is compared tv a City, 
Houſe, the Door or Gate whereot: 15 
Wriſt; the Keys are all inſtituted means, 
H 2 whereby 


}/ 
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whereby 'an entrance into:Chriſt and 
Kingdom, viſibly; is opened and ſhut, ti 
fubordinate power whereof is here give, 
- ta the Church immediately. 7M 
.: The ſecond Text is in Mat- 1817, 1 
Tell the Charch,8c,zf be bear uot the Churd$. 
Jet bim be as au Heathen and a: Public,” 
For what you ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall 2 
hound in Heaven, &c- This: cannot | 
meant of Elders afſembling together, : 
ating apart from: the Brethren. For: 
ſuch aſſembly is called-the Church, inf 
New Teſtament, . much leſs: is this poy 
given to them :' for, in caſe of ſcand 
given by them, they are under the poi 
of the whole::Church, as well as ot 
Mermbers,to be cenſured by them thoug 
when they keep the Rule, they are as 
ders,Rulers in the Church. It muſt the 
fore be qncant. of a Congregationfſ 
Church. The third Text is: in'x Cn h 
where Paxt cxliorted the Church at In 
riath, to exerciſe this their power, wl 70 
he calls the power of the Lord Feſwus, þ © | 
whereby they were #0 deliver unto Sal, 
that inceſtuous perſon 3 wv. 5- and wer £ 
purge out the old leaven-3 v. 7. and 23 
to judge thoſe that'are within 3* v- 12-7 my ; 
#0 putt away that wicked perſon from ani I 
them v.13, and' this Panl calls a punſſ © 


$0) W} 
ent inflicted by many, 2 Cor. 2. 6.. Thus. 
he eſtabliſheth their power to bind, and 
? Jreacheth them how to uſe it 5, and, in 
Pike manner, he exhorteth them, upon 
She mans vp = mmpwgy to turn the Key, 
 Þnd to open the Door of Chriſtian liber- 
" Mics to him, and to looſe him from the. 
Former cenſure, by forgiving him, in a 
al or judicial ſenſe, 2 Cor.2. 7, 10. And 
Fiat this Church at Corinth was a mcer 
' ongregational-Church, it may be evin- 
d trom hence, that the whole Church 
Sas no larger, then was wont to meet 
"VYopcther in one place, I Cor-14+-23+ for the 
: — worſhip of God. _ 
2. By Reaſons. 
I. Becauſe in ſuch a Congregational- 
urch are all the cauſes of this power. 
”Þ. Efficientz the Inſtitution and Ordi- 
ance of Chriſt, who delegateth this fub- 
rdinate power, to whom it pleaſeth him, 
y his own appointment. 2. The mate- 
Mal cauſe ; wy Believers. 3+ The for- 
ma] cauſe 3 Covenanting together to walk 
$1 all the Ordinances of Chrilt, and to 
Bubmit mutually one to another in ,the 
" Kord 3, to be reclaimed, if they err from 
he rules 3 or to be cenfured by the power 
Þf the whole, if they be tound obſti- 
[Eo 


H3 | ' 2, Be» 
wy 


(102) 


2. Becauſe there is no former ſubjegk 


of this power, from whence a CougregaFl! 
tional-Church might derive it, but it ighc 
communicated, by means of the Church! 
to all that partake of it, aud it remainethhf 
in the Church, when others are removed 
They hooſe their own Elders': therefIne 
fore they had this power virtually ine 
them before they had Elders, and {qr: 
could not derive it from them." 2. Allſuc 
particular Churches are of equal pow 
within themſeIves,yot one of them {itho 
dipate to another. Therefore they derin 

it not from other particular Churches 

3- Synods, both lefſer and larger, : 

wa. up of the Elders and Mcſſengayho 
ſent from particular Churches, and hanfan 
their being from them nor dothey ſent 
them to them, to borrow any Churchſſhbi 
' power, but only light from them 3 as thiſkhe 
Church at Antioch did from the Churdfſon 
at Feruſalers, Adis 15. 'Therefpre thethe 
derive no Church-power from thenſ - 
Again, when the Elders of. particul Po: 
Churches are dead, or cenſured, or rejedffola 
Ed by the ppwer of the whole for obſtifjan 
nacy in ſcandalous evils, the Church fi z: 
rctajneth its power tochoole others 3 asFcer 
Corporation ' hath its full power filn 
though the Magpiyares be dead, or il 
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Jbut. - The ſame holds in Churches in 
egxFhnds, by their own confeſſion, when 
it hey cannot have the help of Synods, 
chIſhus we prove Fire to be the firlt ſubje& 
nethiþf, heat, becauſe, if it be in other things, 
vedgs in Water, or Wood 5 it is there by the 
1ereineans of Fire, and, when they are remo- 
y incd, yet (till it remains in Fire. The like 
| {$5{on holds in this, as you ſee, to prove 

\Yuch a Church, as this of which we ſpeak. 
welgo be the firſt ſubject of Church-Power, 
boric of the Keys. | 
ri" 3. Becauſe all the acts done immediatly 
hey the Church, in opening and ſhutting, 

Sn binding and looſing, flow from this 
geſpower of the | Keys given them by Chriſt, ' 
angnd hold it forth. ' 
en} 1+ Their admitting Members 1. an act of 
rclſkbis Power, and holds it forth : for, till 
 thifine Brethren be fatished, and approve 
urdſones fitneſs, he cannot be received into 
theEEiheir fellowſhip 3 A4.9.26- and 10.47» 
en} 2+ Their chooſing Officers is ai aft of this 
ulPwer, whica the Apoitics would not vi- 
ecolate, in adding Dceacoas, Ad. 63, 5+ 
bſtjand Ruling-Elders to the Church, AG-14- 
fiif2z3. and the ſame holds much more cog- 
asFcerniag Paſtors and Teachers: This po- 
filler Cyprizze acknowledged to be in tne 
Cal | H = Peoplz 


jor | 


TS, -.. BE 
* Plebs * People principally, to accept or refu 

obſequens Minitters, as they judged them worth 
pp or unworthy. _ ; 7M 
& Deum 3+ Their Ordination of Officers, by d 
metuens, 'puting fome choſen out of their op; Bal 
ipla masl--yherenyto (in the want of Officers ) 15 and 

| me habet | :1;5 Power of the Keys reſiding in then 
poteſtatem - | 4,286, 88 a4 
vel eligen- For, though the Offices of Elders in 'g 
di dignos neral, and the Authority of their Offa 
facerdotes 25 they are Rulers, is from Chriſt imme 
vel indis- giately 3 yet the inveſting of this or thi 
ſandi. Cle perſon with this Office & Authorit 
_ Quod & jn relation to this or that Church, by x 
- mA '- plication of it te him in particular, nj; 
Divinz ther than to another, this is by the Chard: 


authoritate de[cenderc. Cypr, I.1. ep. 4» 


—_ VO: -Ufo Their Expoſtmlating with any Men 
Ga ibi cffs 22> 71 caſe of ſuppoſed offence, is an all 
neceſl> eft this Power, whereunto Peter ſubmitted 


Jus eligen- though an Apoſtle, in the Church at Jþ 
I rnfalem.' Af.132:3;4- © 
niftrs,  . 5» Their publick Admoniſhing offenden 
Melang. i an att of this Power, whether they i 
de poteſt. offending Brethren, or offending, Officen 
mA ' Mat. 18. 18. Col.-4- 17. Let bim hear il 
- b*  Cherch,&c. Say to Archippus, Flfil, &qj« 

\ 6. Their Excommunicating obſtinate anc” 

ſeandalous finners, whether a Brother, Matt 

18.18, 1Cor. 5.4,5- or ans Officer, Gal.5. 1: 
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am adi of thu power in the Church, 

{ 7. Their receiving again, or releaſing from 

emſure, thoſe that have been under cenſure, 

ton their repentance, according to the Rale, 

i& Cor-2. 7, 10.45 an act of this Power. This 
o Cyprian acknowledged to be in the ayix plebi 
People, or fraternity, who, though they perſuadeo, 
$kdly received ſuch- as returned with re- imo extor- 
Faſentance, yet he could hardly perſwade 3/99>00e. 
Wcm, Yea, extort it from them, tO Ie- mp. 
ive ſuch, in whom pride and obftinacy mitti. Et 
inppcarcd, and! he juſtified them herein, Juitior fa- 
laming himſelf for too much facility. _— - 


dolorzexeo, quod unus atque alius, obnitente plebe & con- 
Wradicente, mea tamen facilitate ſuſcepti,- priores extiterunt, 
* {am prius fuerant, nec fidem poenitentiz fervare potuerunt, 
mia nec cum vera peenitentia venerant, (ypr, L.1. ep. 3. 
= Y © 4... To Corollarie. 
a Then the Church is before its Officers 
bat is, it 1s a true Church, 'efſentially, 
nd hath all Church-Power, either for- 
' Wally, or virtually, before it hath Officers, 
and when the Officers are removed from 
it, by Death or Cenſiuc. For, I. as a 
man is a true man,who 1s a [zving creature 
Merdued with 2 reaſonable ſoul, becauſe the 
LJIdefinition of a man agrecth to him,though 
aiewanteth ſome bodily Members 3 ſo a 
atyChurch is a true Church, which conſiſts 
12Jofa Soczety of viſible Believers confederated 
=. ” ..  n_ 
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ther i. all the Ordinances of Chriſt, wi 
Lord becauſe the definition of a Chur 


agrecth to it, though it wants Offic 
2. Such a Chnrch can call their Officer 


and thereby make them Officers'to then 


{clves : Therefore it muſt be before then 
as the cauſe is betore its effect. . A Co 


together in one Congregation, to walk ton 


'( 


. mutual ſubmiſſion one to another, in | 


poration hath its being and power of Þt 


Corporation within it .ſelf, before - 
hath Magiſtrates 3 becauſe it can chul 
Magiſtrates, and, when they are dex 
or put out, can put others into their tte 
and place. So it 15 with the Church. 

2. Corollary. © 


Then though the Church hath its eſſa 
tial being and power, without Officer 


yet it 15 defeftive two wayes. TI. Inn 
ſpe of Members, it hath not its comple 
integrity of Members, without then 
Bartimews was 2 true man, without 

eyes, but not perfe&t, with the integri 
of his parts and members: ſo is- 

Church defective and mained witho! 
Officers. - 


want Ofhcers For fome Ordinanc 


cannot be at all adminiſtred in the Churcha 


without Paſtors or Teachers, as the 0 
- mw 


2. As it is defetive in if 
members, ſo alſo, in 1ts operations, it 


| He 

ard Seals, or Sacraments, which are an« 
-$xed, by the Ordinance of Chrift, to. 

& Word of the Covenant, and the admi- 
dation of them is by him limited unto 
cereachers of the Word by Office, Mat. 28 
ice} and ſome acts of Rule, as, in order- 
:enfÞs ſpeech in publick, in Church-debates, 
henfcording to. rules of order and edificati- 
"#0 and the like, cannot be done with- 
of fit Ruling-Elders. The ſame may be 
e id of Official watching, to prevent or 
huftmove private diſorders in converſation 
leanong the Members. - 3. Some cannot 
tex} ſo done by others,as by Officers. 1. Not 
nth that attendance to them, as the need 

id good of the Church requireth. He 
fſeaÞhut hath an Office is bound to wait on ity 
rom. 12. 7. to give himſelf to the duties 
1 ref it cortinually, Act.6.4- to be in it, 1 Tims 
ple 15- and therefore muſt be freed by the 
xnahurch from other diſtracting cares, 
t hSrhich would di{able him to it, 1 Tim-5- 
zrifyr, 18. 2- Not with Authority, which 
clongeth to m_— Ofthcers in the 
10E-hurchz as in preaching the Word with 
authority; Heb. 13. 17. (© in otheradcs, 
ifF#bich be properly Othcial and Authori- 
native. Hence ariteth a difference between 
heÞfficers, and private ' Members, in their 
outfcyeral manner of acting in things com- 
"20 LET | mon 
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mon to both.- A Church wanting Oi 
cers, may appoint'{ome of their Membd| | 
to declare the mind of the Church, toudf, 
ing the admiſſion of ſuch into the fello Je 
ſhip of the Covenant, and Memberſtj 
with the Church, in whoſe fitneſs = { 
unto the Church. is fatished 3 and ing 
daining Officers, choſen by the Churgh 
by impoſition of hands and Prayer z ajy, 
in gathering the ſutfrages of the traten n 
ty 3 and in declaring the judgment of ., 
Church in Cenſures : but theſe this : 
they do, only at the appointment of t 
Church, pro bac vel illa vice. The fan 
things are done by Teaching and Ruling. 
Elders 1n another manner, viz. by vir ; 
| of their Office, without particular leave, 
the Church : for, it belongs. to them, nc 
Officers, to attend unto their Work, nt 
_ only to hold forth the Covenant, and t cl 
receive into Fellowſhip, in the name of tiþ,q 
Churchy thoſe whom the Charch. appnſh 4 
veth, but allo to try the fitneſs of tholf, 
that offer themſelves unto Fellowſhip, b&hitt 
fore they propound them to the Churdſ..; 
The ſame holds in Officers :to be.called, 
and when the Church hath choſen thenſþ,. 
and agreed to ordain them, the Elderſhiff; 
impoſe hands upon them, in the preſendy 
of the O—_ by virtue of their OfiaFt 

Wi it 


( 109) | 
; Oiffen offences are brought to the Churcly 
vs the third ſtep, as the Elders do pro- 
Ouchund: the'caſe, ſo it muſt firſt be riotified 
-0lthera, that they may try whether the 
erille hath been attended. in the two for- 
their ſteps, and that they may clear all dif- 
In Quities,. and then propound: the caſe, 
urFhen it 18 found to be fit for publick cog | 
> Urance, according to Rule. And being to, 
ccnthey neglect to: bring it to the Church, 
iE:ffime any undue power to themſelves, 
his y that are offended may complain to 
f th: Church 3 and, as need may require, 
lay arc to hold forth light from Scrip= 
lingre;to guide the Church in judging : and, 
i the cloſe , to: propound: the ſentence 
VeSherein the Church confenteth, and they 
DÞncur with'them ) authoritatively. 
ny 3. Corollary. 
dt Then the Proper acts of Church-power,. 
[l nc of ordinary Othce-power, arc limited; | 
Pr the Ordinance of Chriſt,to be put forth 
08: the Church;- and Officers: reſpectively, 
 iithin: that Body, or particular Congre- 
IiB:tion, to: which they have a particular 
led, berly or official Relation.' The mem- 
ers of one Church cannot actin admit- 
ſh ing the Members, chooſing the Officers; 
Sor cenfuring Offenders: of another 
Khurch. Nor may the Officers of one 
he Church. 


Church, adminiſter the Seals, oz. ord; 
Officers, or perform other proper A 
of official Authority, out of their own | 
dy, in another Church. The Ch 
may, by communion-of Churches, up 
orderly recommendation , mceive 
members of other Churches unto. felloy 
ſkip of ſuch Ordinances, as are for ti 
comfort and ftrengthning of the Saints, 
the Sea!s are, and the Officers may adnff 
niſter them'to ſuch , being accepted by t 
body : for we have a warrant for 
much, from the Rule, Rom. 16.1. 3 7a 
9. but not toact in judgetnent- For, ti, 
Church hath this priviledge proper tolf 
Judged by, and to-judg,only thoſe that ajjj: 
within, 1 Cor. 5- 12. whereas I alledg; 
this Text againſt Mr. Paget, to pron... 
that Church-Ordinances belong only i, 
©the Members of ſome particular Churc 
* Mr. Retterf. mecting with that expreliſſ, 
© on, faith, Mr. .D. will have Paſtors 
* far ſtrangers to all Congregations, {a 

- © their own,that (he faith) other Church: 
© are without, and have nothing to doi 
©Judge them, and alledgeth for this, 1C 
*5. 12. But by-thoſe that are'withoul: 
© Paul meaneth, not thoſe that were nt 
* of the Congregation, but he'meanerh Inf, 
* fidels aud Heathen, as in other Scri 

| furs 
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mes. For. Paul om - and excommu» 
Yicated Hymeneus and Alexander, 1 Tims 
F.:20. who were without the Church at 
orinth. | Had Mr. Rutt. been pleaſed to 
| his eye upon my own defence of that 

ſage, printed ſundry years before he 


Turch affairs, he might have found that 
Fitten by me, touching the ſenſe, and 
application of that Text, which might 
Ire prevented his exagitating that mat- 
Nor doth he with any congruity 
we from Pauls Excommunicating Hy- 
ews and Alexander,who, he ſaith, were 
thout the Church at Corinth, to prove 
it Paſtors have any thing to do,to judge 
licially, or excommunitcate the mem- 
of other Congregations. For Paul 
Þ&s an Apoſtle, an extraordinary Officer, 
| an ill1mited commiſſion, and a fulneſs 
delegated power both in every Church, 
d to *adminiſter Church-Ordinances, 
thout the fellowſhip of a particular 
Thurch,when it could not be had 3 and to 
ecute all Offices in any Church, where 
hicers were wanting : But Paſlors are 
dinary Officers, have a l:mited com- 
ſſhon,to do only the as of the Paſtoral 
fice, and thoſe only to that particular 
arch, by which they are called unto 
"Offices 
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Office 3 AF. 20» 28. 1 Pet.5-2. Therefor 
though Part might excommunicate offi 
that was not of that particular Church#$ 
' Corinth, yet the Paſtor to the Church 
© * Corinth might not. Yet Paul could nf 
excommunicate one that was no membe 
of any Church, but without, as InfdF 
and Heathen are: For that implies a conf 
tradition. To conclude. | The Apofiif® 
doth ſo appropriate Church-judgmen t 
to thoſe that are within that particull 
Church, 1 Cor. 5. 12+'Te judge them thi” 
are within, that he exempts from it uw} 
due proportion, all that are not membe 
of that Congregation 3 though there a 
degrees of being without, ſome beir 
fotally without ,!1 Church-communiat 
as Intidels and Heathen : others, thoug 
in Church-communion elſe-where , yt 
not in communion of memberſhip of thf*' 
Church, to whom he wrote to put aw: c 
from them , not one that was a member( | 
another Church, but lim that was a men” 
ber of that Church: And, in thts ſenlf 
Mr. Rutt. ſaith, Hymenews and Alexanul 
were without the Church at Corinth;thoug 
members of ſome other Church : 
which cauſe, the Church at Corinth coulf K 
not eExcommunicate them,yet Paxl migh A 
and did, by his Apoſtolical Power. Thi Þ 
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+ 7 his own confeſſion, ſome are without a » 
4 &rticular Church, who yet are not Hea- - 
1 +» or Iufidels, To conclude , one may 
a&faid to be without this or that parti- 
Bar Church , two ways. 1. Simply and 
S@lutely 3 ſo, Tyfidels and Heathen that 
-orff of no Church, 2.Comparatively, ſo the * 
offſeabers of other Churches , compared 
cnÞith thoſe that are of this Body. 
a" 4+ Corollary. 
Then Churches | cnquire and Officers 
: Warned, in theſe days, without Apoſiles, 
be$true Churches, and true Chuxch-Oth- 
- zÞ according to Chritt ; and - Churches 
85 Organized , according to the Rules 
ie Word, are true, and intire Char- 
1 and the firſt ſubject of all Church- 
"Fer, as well as thoſe Primitive Char- 
-$ planted by the Apoſtles. For the 
_ Fcarrence of the Apoſtles is not put 1nto 
p: Charter, whereof we ſpeak, 45 a CON- 
.Jonal Clanſe 3 which might not | 
-n{F* cen omitted, if Chriſt had intend- 
i that it ſhould be always neceſſa- 
wot He doth not fay ,. upon this Rock 
Apoſtles ſhall build my Church, and 
uy Church huilt by them 1 will give 
-"þf Keys of the Kingdom 3 but, up- 
n; bis Rock I will build my Church(viz- 
uch Inſtruments as Chriſt will _— 
an 
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and uſe, and bleſs in that work , in et 
Age; ) and to this Church, thus built, 
pives the Keys of the Kingdom of Hyper 
ven. Obje&. But Chriſt gave the Car 
miſſion of gathering Churches to his F 
poſtles, in Matth. 28. 18, 19- And, w| 
be aſcended up on high , he gave ſome 
poſtles, and ſome Prophets, and fome Fog'® 
geliſts , and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
the perfefling of the Saints, for the m 
of the Miniſtry, and for the edifying of 
Body of Chriſt, Epheſ- 4-8,11,12. Aff 
Thofe and the like Texts of Scripture 
1ndeed ſhew, that God uſed Apoliles pri 
cipally in this work, but not only : 
as to Teach and Baptize is common 
other Teaching-Officers , as well as 
poſiles3 ſo the gathering of Churches} 
making men Diſciples of Chriſt, iv 
done by others, beſides Apoſtles , even 
the Apoſtles days, A&- 11. 20,21. Ti 
diſperſed Diſciples planted the Church: 
AFntioch, the Members whereof were i* 
called Chriſtians, a Church whoſe plaif® 
ing, Barnabas approved, ver-23, 2+. Thif® 
ſhew, that God would uſe Apoſtles hag 
in, fox a time, but not alwayesz which 
prove, -1. Frem the proper work cl 
mitted, to them, which was to maket 


firſt Models and Patterns of planting a 


EE a 

thering Churches , whichordinary In- 
nentts are bound to attend in the. ga- 
ing and .conſtituting of Churches, 
re 346, IO. and, in that ſenſe, their | 


:« ork continues to the end of the World, 


Sough -their manner of working. viz; 

"mM an immediate Call, Infpiration, and 
allible afliſtance, proper to Apoliles, ia 
aking thoſe Patterns, was extraordina- 


wh, and ended with their Office, in the 


$i Age , ſince when, there never have 
Fn Apoſiles in the World. For, though 
athias ſucceeded in the place of Fudas, 

& Gods Ele&ion, A. 1: 26. yet after 
 Rilemes was beheaded, no Apoſtle was 
ſen to ſucceed him,though the Apoſtles 
ed loxig. after. 2. Fhe' Apoſtle -Fohy: , 
5 0 lived longeſt of the Apoltles , deſcrj- 
ſth, by Revelation from Chriſt, all: the 
icers- that ſhould be, by Gods Ordi- 
nce, in Chriſtian Churches , after that 
þ: under four forts of living Crea- 
 {es, which note the four forts of ordi- 
1a8y Officers to continue in the Church 
cr that: Age, viz Paſtors, Teachers , 
ing-Elders, and Deacons, Revel.4. 1, 
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Verſ. 19. And whatſeever thou fo 
' bindon Earth , ſhall be bound 
Heaven: IWhatſoever thou ſoft 
- looſe on Earth, fall be looſed th; 
Heaven. Al 
—(Heſe words hold forth the RatificaWud 
* .on of Chriſt's grant of the KU 
unto a Congregational-Church, with tiſþat 
chiefty of power, under Chriſt, to mana 
the ſame within themſelves , for the af 
tainment of the ends of Church-Commv 
nionz And that this is ſpoken to Paſo! 
in the name of ſuch a Church, and , - thiÞ: 
Chriſt inteaded to eſtabliſh, by this pnſſÞ! 
miſe, the compleat exerciſe of this pow 
in ſuch a Church, being compleated wif 
all its Officers, is clear Bn Matth. 18.18" 
where the ſame promiſe is given, by nanf®P 

to ſuch a Church. The words therefc 

in ſumme, hold forth: a grant from Ch 
to his Church of an indiſpenſable power k 
Church-cenſures,within themſelves: whidf? 
- may be thus evinced. The cenſure thifP. 
15 eſtabliſhed in Heaven cannot be diſpel 
ſed with, nor reverſed by any power ( ha 
Earth ; But the cenſure, that is adminif 
ſtred by a Congregational-Church, is <lſ* 
bliſhed in Heaven : Therefore jt can 
a 
ave 
lc ( 
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3 wer on Earth. The Propoſition, 4 man 
Jrould think might paſs without oppoſi- 
on , but I find this Objection made a- 
ainſt it. Obj. The ſentence of an inferiout 
caJudge or Court proceeding rightly, is eſta- 
Keliſhed in Heaven 3 yet we may appea 
\ (from it 3 Why will not the ſame hold in 
n@hurch-cenſures alſo ? Anſw. 1. Becauſe 
e ic promiſe of binding in Heaven, is not 
umtiven by Chriſt to the cenſures of Civil 
Jourts : For 1t is not a Civil,but a Spiri= 
Sal binding that is here meant: 2. Be- 
auſe there 1s not par ratio between them. 
The reaſon why appeals may be made 
Som the ſentence of inferiour Civil 
uurts and Judges , is, becauſe - there is a 
preme Court ix being, to which the 
fonÞpcal may be brought, and there proſe-. 
"hiſſfted and thereby determined ( as the 
rer@triour Courts in Iſrael ſtood under the 
rhiigheſt Synedrion 3 ) but there is no ſuch 
th&preme Court ordained by Chriſt over 
ſpaſpriticular Churches. Lhe Aſſumption, 
x (tat the cenſure that is adtniniſtred by a 
niaFMgregational-Church is eſtabliſhed in 
efSeaven, is expreſly in the Text, as it 
no? been expounded. True; fay fome, 
7 a lat a particular Church binds on Earth, 
por” on errante, 15 bound 1u Heaven 3 but 
k& Church may err in Judgement, _ 
3 Ore 
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fore appeal may be made, and then the 
binding power is gone. Anſw.. 1+ If po. 
ſibility of exring 1n Judgment be a wa 
rantable'ground of appealing from pan, 
cular Churches 3 then the appeal muſt, 
made to ſuch a Tribunal and Judee, {. | 
cannot err, which 1s to be found only. 
Heaven. 2. On this ground, the unive 
{al Church repreſented in a general Cong, 
cil ( much more, inferiour Synods ay 
Claſſes ) ſhould not have power to bing 
without appeals. For a general Cound 
may err, and hath errcd 3 not ſeldom, by, 
_ often; not in {mall matters only, hi x 
in thoſe of the greateſt moment 3 yea thi h 
| may beas much inclined to err, as part 1 
cular Churches: For the greateſt part  ; 
viſible Churches in the World are for t! A 
moſt part corrupt. It it be ſaid, Tha. 
are more eycs, & plus vident oculi qua 
oculus? Tanſwer 3 True , ceteris: parib 
2772. if they are equally near the nuark 
but their ſight is hindred more than p: 
ticular Churches are in their proper col 
cernments, as they. are further from tt 
mark , in ſuch caſes, than partic 

Churches. And if particular . Ch 

ches have not full power of Exconff 

munication,becauſe they may err, be co 

rupt,be partial,be divided 3 upon the ſam * 

: | ground 
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round, neither Clafhcal, National , nor 
fp Þecumenical Aſſemblies have any "ſach 
 ſower 3 for they may err, be corrupt, be- 
ial, be divided alſo. 3. Chriſt, who 
i ell knew what is in man, and what is 
lt tor the good of his people , hath gi- 

aly n unto his- particular Churches , not- 
ny, ithſtanding their poſſibility of erring, 
1 indiſpenſable power of judgment, in 
"Jer own matters, , within themſelves. 
b Fhe Dodrinal Concluſion to be inſiſted 

Son, is this: 

\ | A Congregational Church of Chriſt, 5 
, ang compleated with Officers , hath, by © 
>, Þ< gift of Chriſt, withia it (clf, compleat 
 "Sbordinate Church-power i in all Church- 

Fairs proper to it (elf. When fay, 

It hath compleat, or ſfuthcient Church- 
Þower | Thereby © mean, 1. That it 
&deth not the influence of the Eccleſt- 

Ly, cal Juriſdi&tion of any other Church 
© 1 Churches, or Claſſes, or Synods, to ſup- 

"Py unto it any power that it wanteth, in 

own rmatters 3 and 2. That it ftand- 

©Yti not in ſubjection under any other Su- 
ior Eccleſtaſtical Judicatory, fo as that 

\ tereby the judicial Acts of a particular 
" Fhurch may be hindered ,, or made voidz 
"Þ 2 word, Poteſtas uninſ:ujuſqz particula- 
Þ Eceleſie, 3 74 re propria, ſumma eſt» The 

I 4 power 


yu 
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power of ſuch a Church is Chief, in thing 
proper tO it ſelf. 2. I add;that this chieflho 
ty of power, 11 a particular Church, is ſubſhe ( 
ordinate | To ſhew, that the abſolute Suftyg| 
premacy of power 1s in Chriſt 3 that whidſhc 
the Church hath , is only delegated fronfhat 
Chriſt. When a particular Church en 
compleated with all its Officers , the Gofhor, 
vernment of it, in reſpect of Chriſt thi; 
Head, is perfetly Monarchical 3 in- « 
{ſpect of the Elders, acting their Authorifk/ 
rity , or Oftce-power,it 15 Ariſtocratical iſFer, 
and in re ſpe& of the Fraternity, acting 
ts Chuch-power i Judgment, it is Dep 
mocratical 3 and, in the concurrence of ale 
the Members, both Officers and BreWit 
thren, acting according to their ſever, 
intereſts , it 15 Ariſtocratico-Democratical ihe 
above which , Chriſt hath not ſet an p 
higher Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory on Earthſe: 
ſubjeing particular Churches thereuntoKac 
za re propria. A clear proof of ſuch powYſk 
er, as that which hath been deſcribed &h 
you-may {ce-in the Church at Corinth &x g 
communicating that inceſtuous perſon, it 
I Cor. 5-1—5- Say not, as{ome do, Tha 
was not an act of Judicial power in thatſhat 
Church, but of ſubjeRion to the Apolilri 
who decreed it, and judged him before ut 
and committed no more to the _— d 
ut 


Wat the publiſhing of the ſentence 3 for, «,.,, ,,,.. 
ifthough Par, as an Apoſtle, judged that 54» zip 
Me ſhould be excommunicated , yet he, fo xs, x Cor. 
idged only dogmatically , by teaching 5:3: 
akhe Church what they ought to do in 
onfiſ}at caſe, not Jjudicially, by-his own ſen- 
Vence, delivering him to Sathan 3 and ac- ' 
ordingly the Church caſt bim out , by their 
wn ſufficiency of Church-power , with- 
Þ themſelves, though in a way of ſub- 
"&ion to the command of Chriſt deli- 
al ered by Paul. For, 1. They delivered 
10m to Satan, in the Name , and with the 
aver of the Lord Feſus, v. 4. and that is 
uthe higheſt Power. 2. The end and uſe 
fit was , for the deſtruGjon of the fleſh , 
crit bis- Ws might be ſaved in the day of 


ale Lord Feſus, v- 5- which argueth , that 
an proceedeth from a power of binding in 
rtlfleaven,/as well as on Earth. 3. When 
tood bleſſed this ſentence , by making it 
Wyicual to work Repentance in him, Paxl 
ed $horteth the whole Church to releaſe and 
as rprve him , 2 Cor. 2. 6---1C+ and doth 
, Mot claim the Power over them of a Su- 
hatfferiour Judge, to abſolve him by his own 
thatFntence , without _ them : :Nor did he 
ſileÞrice ro the Elders of ſundry Churches, 
DIG But only to that particular Church , both 
rBlders and -Brethren , and thereby ac- 
ut | knows 
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- ſenfence before , and, their putting of it 


ſuch Church, when any ſcandal given by[[% 
. their Members remaineth uncenſured and; 
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knowledgeth the Power of | Eccleſiaſtical 
' Judgrnerit to be ſo fully in them, that , Ax 


their not putting it into a& . retarded theſfy; 


4 


into act wasa Judicial A in them' all, i 
ye judge them that are within, 1 Cor. 5.12 [9 
So, their forgiving him would be a Legalſh,.. 
and Judicial acquitting him from that; 
ſentence, 2 Cor. 22 This Church is our wh 
pattern, and its praQice in: this is pre-fſgc. 


- ſidential to all particular Churches of Þ* | 


Chriſt. | 
From the guilt which lyeth upon every 


unremoyed. Thercfore Pawl applyed this 
Reproof to the whole Church, Brethren 
as well as Officers , for their flowneſs to; 
excommunicate that manz. x Cor» 5-2. And 
in like manner, Chriſt reproveth the An- 1 - 
gel, and Church, both of Pergauwms, Rev-2: ij 
14, 15.,.and of Thyatira, ver..20. If theſe 
Churches had not ſufficient power within 
themſelves to. purge out fuch Leaven, 
why are, they blamed for tolerating the >; 
ſame ? And why are not other Churches, ,. 
or the Claſſes, blamed for neglect of exer- FI, 


_ ciling their power of Ecclefiaſtical Judica- cy, .. 


ture over them, if they ſtood under any |, 
ſuch ?. And what the Spirit ſpeaketh to 


them, 


OOO TIEIEEIIIITL on I — - 


CIW)-.. 
Ul -hem, he ith to other Churches alſo, to 
Wiheware of the like Remiſneſs, Which 
WFAdmonition all particular - Churches are 
Hound to attend, leſt &lſe the gates of Hell 
l, vail againſt.them, thous Hhels neg 
24 ba of exerciſing that power which C 
a hath given them , ſeverally , and reſpe- 
Lively, to preſerve their Members and 
TEwhole fellowſhip in Spiritual purity and 
"Bfafety, Heb. 12. 15. | 
ff From the Analogy and agreement that 2, Reaſe | 

is between the Spizitual power of a Con- Et. 
eregational Church of Chriſt, and the ci- 
111 power of the moſt free and perfect Ci- 
ties, - which Thucidides faith have three 
riviledges, viz. to uſe, i. Their own 
Laws. 2. Magiſtrates, 3» Judgments, 
(whence he cals every ſuchCity,cculovogeon, 
ToTEeAn) other Cities were not account- 
"ed intire and perfect Cities of themſelves, 
' Fbut leſs worthy Members-of thoſe great 
Find perfeR Cities, under whoſe Juniſdi- ,, te 
tion they were. The ſumma Jr of jure be G& 
 Wiboſe great *and perfed Cities, is that , cnJus Pac.1.1.c. 
Bois alterius juri non ſubſunt, ita ut alteri-3Þ-425,76 
Bs voluntatis bumang arbitriq irriti. poſſunt / 1 
ſreddi. Now every particular Church of TAE || 
EChriſt, being compleated with its Officers, | 1; 
65 a moſt perfect and free City, the City of 
God, Plal.48-1. The City of the great King): 

Ii VEIs 


"T 14). 
ver. 2. the viſible Kingdom of the Bl ſ 
and only Potentate, the King of Kings , ai 
ford Lands, I Tin-'<. 15. and their 
e it muſt neceſfarily have ſufficient anc 


compleat power within it {elf to inanag 
the Keys, without dependence on Claſſes 


&c in its own concerninents. Yet herein 


is a difference berween ſuch perfe& Citie 

and the Churches of Chriſt , That ſuc 
 __ Cities may part with their Liberty, \i 
r>».Dec, ſome caſes, as being overmatched by a-Pe 
x.1i. tent Enemy. In this caſe, the Collative 
_ .Ihid. yielded up themſelves, and their City iand 


Pepulun the Romaxs 3 or when they are in extrean 


mum, ur- anger by an Enemy, whom they would 


bemgzde- not have.to rule over them, and cannc 


Inbra De- Jefend themſelves by any other means, 


_—O_ which was the caſe of Campant diſtreſlec 


nagzomnia by the Samnites , which forced them to 
zn veftra, yield up themſelves, and all they had, 
P.C.ditiv- th all their Liberties, unto the "FAS: 


__ <a which when they had done, they were 


{aid to be fatti aliens poteftatis. Yet it was|þ 


preſuppoſed that they had power in them- 
{elves thus to do, as appears by that 
queſtion , Efte $09 pulus Collatinus in ſud 
poteſtate 7 Bur Churches have not powet 


to alienate from themſelves their Church- F* 


Liberties , which Chriſt hath mon 
— for 


Liberties to Tarquinizs Priſcus King off 


; ir th 


þt 


amec, 


| Fo 


led 
Go 
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for them with his Blood , and command- 

MH them to ftaxd faft in them, Gal. 5: Ie 

"how they have kept ,and managed the 

y amc, @ I be 2» | | | 

From the Conceſſion of thoſe that op-- 3+ Reaſe 

- 0 e this Truth. wy Mr. P age acknow- The pow- 

*Fledgeth that if a particular Church of & of cluf- 

F God ſhould ſojourn ampng the Indians, ſes, and 

F or among, Hereticks, where it could not 9Y*P; 33- 
obtain fellowſhip with other Churches RT 
out of it ſelf : Or, it by violence ,. or 0- | 
ther unavoidable inconveniences , any 

Church ſhould be hindred from enjoy- 

Fing this benefit' of combination with o-. 
ther Churches in Claſſical Goyernment, 

© yct notwithſtanding this want , . this 

F Church ſhould ſubGilt ſtill, and be repu- 

'Fted a true Church. |] Others fay the 

iF Eme of a Church in an Ifland,and add, Mr. Ber le 

Fat, in ſach caſes a ſingle Congregation.z,p, ;.z 
nuſt not be denyed intirene(s. of Juri{di- 

*Mion. _ © Mr. Rutterfs adds , that when: 
Churches cannot injuy--the ſociety of 
"neighbouring Churches with that com- 

*fort and conveniency as their occafi- 
ons may require, among, them Ordina- 
tion, and ſo .Excommunication , may 

. | be performed by the Congregation. 
from this Congeffion it will follow,that, | 

pie I. A 


= * ... tories, where God never put it ?. 


"——. (8s)” 
7. A We Church of Ch it, lotv 
qua talis, hath a lawful right ingni intirs ſh 
neſs of Church-Governmeiit, within i ith 
ſf, by the gift of Chriſt; yea , that the 
Church-power , Natively and Naturally, 
lyes in the Congregation ,. for ſuch caſesÞh 
are ordinary 3 and firſt Synod , which#ar 
looked at as preſidential to all Synods.Þ*ne 
. was a coticurrence of two Churches,Þth 
—; were. two hundred miles di-Þth 
' 2. The other Churches, < Claſſes, 0 
; Synods, haveno right to take away this 
power from it. . .For none ma y pet aſunder 
what God hath joywed, as well n this calc, Þ ric 
aSin that noted in Mat. 19-7- God hath of 
joyned intirenefs of Juriſdiction, i re pro-ÞF ch 
pria, to x particular Church , who thenſsCc 
as 
12 
4 
v 


ſhall ſunder it 'from. ſuch a Church, to 
" Place it inn Claſſes, as Superior Judica- p 


SE If the firft-Church in 2 . Continent 
this compleat power within it {elf , ous 
before other Churches were - gathered, MC} 
_ and the rifing up of other Churches therein 
| longafter, ſhot d deprive them of it, bylhy 
ſtring up a'Claſhs, as a Superior Judica- 
tory , over them 3 then the neighbor | 
hood of Churches ſhould not be a xi hi 
| but a diſadvantage to then , and would Ch 
give 


(127 ) 
Ltve them cauſe to complain unto God, 
-FThon haſt multiplyed the Nation, but not Pow. of 
Increaſed: our joy» *. © But they hold , that Clef & .. 
wi cvery Church is bound to ſeck this de- * - 33. 
i pendency and union with other Chur- > 34 
) | hes , 2s God. ſhall give opportunity 
af and means, and cannot , withour fin; 
F'negledt the fame. And, left we ſhould 
oF think it but a matter Arbitrary, at beft 3 
-F they tell us, it" is of the (arms neceſſity; 
*for a'Chiech to combine| unto Claſſes, | 
and Synods, for their Spiritual Govern- 
*ment, if they have opportunity, as to 
joyn a mans ſelf, as a Member, to a par- 
ticular Church, if he hath means and 
opportunity to doit; and conclude, all 
that negle& to do it ,' fin againft che 
Communion of Saints , and walk not 
*as becometh the Body of Chriſt, Rom. 
12.5. I Cori'12: 15: Epbeſ. 4-16- 
' Anſw.' x." The Proofs alleadged do 
Y «2$ that ' the Communion of. Saints 
zpht to be preſerved and excerciſe: in 
Charch- Communion by Believers , joyn- 
Fg to a particular Congregation » and 
[thing in a  Memberlike affection and 
gtllowſhip with their Brethren , unto 
gnutual edification 3 but they ſpeak no- 
hing, for- the ſabjeftion of particalar 
Churches to Chſſes and Synods, in re” 


off 


& 
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ra ; but HT intimateghe contrary, 
For Apoſtle, comparing, a Congroliife 
gational-Church Ton with; its Of : on 
' £ers, unto the Body ofa man intire inal 
its Members, ſheweth , that -as the Body 
of a man , being intire and ſound , hath 
_ compleat power within it ſelf, for all 0. 
dily ations. ſo a particular Church, | | be 
ing organized, 'and governed” by Chriſl S- 
| the Head, fromwhom the whole Body fith- 
rogether, by Foynts offf 

lupply , Vending ie effetinal working, 
z# the meaſure part, maketh in 
creaſe of the ay tg _ edifying of it ſel | 
2 love, Ephel. 4-15,16- without the influ 
ence of any Juriſdiction. out of it ſelf , to 
ſupply a Superſor Church-power ; whichſh; 
was was BOY in this Body” of Chiriſt, aſh. 

regational-Church 3 and as the Bc 
dy Toes 


tural, being ſound and of a good - 


couliitution , hath ſufficient ability in ith, 


ſelf, $0 purge- out. of it (elf Malignant ? 
 Humorss fo.ſuch. a Church. hath ſuffice E 


ent power in it ſelf ,. to. caſt out, vicious) 
and hurtful Members , without the j inter» 


vention of , Claſſical Juriſdiction over; vb 


them- 


2-*Itisa fin againſt the ſecond Come; Hot 


mandment in ſich, as having means and; 
opportunity , neglect tO jOYUuL ,; as Mes 


IS, 
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in 2 particular Congre ation , be- 
uſe it is God's Ordinarice,' 5 revealed 
7 2'Cor. $. 5. But Claſſical Juriſdi- 
Won over *particular Churches, and their 
| jection thereunto, is no Ordinance of 
Wriſt, and therefore i it is {o far from be-' 
ws ncceffary.,, that it' is notlawful 3 but 
®; zinſt the econd Commandment, which 
iddeth mens inventions itt God's wor-' 
ſp, that-ir may eſtabliſh only God's Or-' 
Þ": ances therein. Othets'argue thus : *As, 
| tough a Townor Fathily , being alone, 
| I y govern, as Mcmplent Body 5 yet, 
rt ſtands in 2 Common-wealth, it 
tay Tot be ſo independenit.but muſt ſub-. 
Wc tg'Combinations : So, thou h when 
(particular Congregation' is alone , it 
tay govern as compleat , yet not fo, 
when it is among other Churches: 
Anſo: I. There 15 not a like reaſon of ' 
urches, and. of Towns or Farnilies 
"this reſpe&. For civil Societies are 
pre left to Rules of Humane prudence, 
the great Ruler' of the World , than © 
arches arc» Thetefore civil Societics / 
| be of ſeveral conftitutions, have dit- 
Ent Laws and Priviledges; and admit 
tous fortns of Government 53 provided - 
t they be uot againſt Moral Rules, and 


good of the People. - But in this Spi- 
K ritual 


9" A Ins 


es 


SB Aa. 
ritual Kingdom. of Chriſt, men may noÞ* 
alter the kind-or Form of Church, whidif®* 
Chriſt hath Inftituted, but nw preſerve /CT 
inviolate the Laws; Adminiltrations, Prifff Sc 
viledges ;- and.Chuxch-Government, oF 
dained by him, without Addition, DimiFF -:- 
nution, oralteration. - Hence 4 particulagÞ® 
Church may not alienate from it; ſelf, jnfn*© 
whole, or part, any Right; Power or Prefp*c 
viledge given. it by Chrift. © 8 
” 2+,.If ſuch 4, Town, or Family hath 
compleat power, and;;@fhcers. within. i 
ſelf, it is not bound to ſubmit tf®'s3 
ſuch . Combinations in | a; Commony...:: 
wealth, except it-be under -a Superiour The 
Power that can,command the ſame, 49% 
brabam, having a,compleat Family , wa" 
not bound to combine with the. Goyers 
ments he. dwelt amongſt, nor. did he** »: 
chough he joyned.in_a League of amityÞ*cri 
and for mutual help, with Aner, . Efchol eo? 
and Mamre, yet nor; to ſubmit to theinfſf4*-1 
Government ;/ So:neicher is a particulaÞ®* 


On nIcR Church bound to ſubmit toÞ/* 1 
ft | 


1 Claſſical Combinations,till it, can be»? 
proved by Scriptuxe , that a Superionfe* 
Power of other Churches can command » -! 
the lame, | ., | | BITS 2: 4. a abou 
3+ Though ſeveral Families, not haſt®*© 
ving compleat Government within thetnp#te1 
| —_ ſelves 


[ BEM " 
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| (i find _ 
JS, ee comers: | in * PTE 
not toyi cir 6 
oye 20a Dk Ie phe ith 
4 Servants, reſpeRively, to rule So 
common with other Maſters of Fami+ 
.; Much leſs may, ſeyeral Congrega- 
give. up . che, Govern- 
X themſelves to. Paſtors of ſundry 
combined. in a: Claſlis , to go- 
mM them. in their propex Afﬀairs, fach as 
million of Membets, Election and Or- 
ation. of : Qthcers, Adminiſtration of 
als and Cenfurcs, : 
428 <2, Ts Canellery. 
Then the cenſure of RESTING 
not.a;lghe matcer, .but to. be logked 


,as (vey: weighty apd AT? Xen 


Is That it is the. Sovenajen Rer 
cribde byChriſt againſt the many ' Dif> 
ſes,wheregata the Body 1s: fabject, >the 
eat preſervative of the Churches Pracs | 
i ſafety aga inſt thegates of Hell. Ho 
That it is ſuch? a Power given by | 
, in to his Church,,as proyeth "Chuxc 
iecies to :be'the viſible Suburbs of F 
n 4.64, .the Kingdom of Heaven be- 
on Earth , ſeeing ſuch an Heavenly 
pwver i: ommictted tothem- This is a 
teatex work than ft did , when he 
K.2 ſhut 


(2) 


ſhut up Heaven, ic it rained not, 
G: 17 ' Forthat wiSbut an Outwar 
fempbral Judgment; for three — 
ſix croneths : 'But this' is Spiritual 1, "an 
for ever, upon linpenitent cangoacHh & 
ater than Earthly Kiigy LI 
tes can do they can bir 
hand and foot, '{#nd- deliver- Feurpage 
Taylor, and ſeritahce: him to'ibaniſhmer 
out of their Dbrfinions: but this C 
* - binds the Soul' and/* Conſcience , delin 
them to _—_— —_— obſtina 
rwmpenitent roin tne Kingdom 
7 that when this Cenſare-is-applyc 
by the Church -according' co Scripture 
Rules; Jeſus Chriſt is with. thems,) to. rati 
fie his Cenſitte Yccording tothis Protile] 
What you ſhall bindon Earth, ſrall be: by 1 
I Lang z and to bleſs it to the attain 
ment of its end ,” the deftruttion \of il 
fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſaved. This i 
a ſingular Privikdge of # Chang Mernber: 
_ Tf they that /are-- out *of / Chuxch-k 
apo , bleſs themſelves itt their Libert; 
they cannot be touchell wit 

onto Bop they * ſhew'. their ex 
tream folly therein 3 for they ate left t 
'the Sword of the Magiſtrate, or [to 

irnmediate Gli of God, as forte 
Rs, EXC aded d from Spiritual $ 
E wit 


CY _ 

ir tieceds. They arc 4s 
min taketh up , or cireth 
al way, T2. 313,14. It is 
ial- priviledge of Church- 
. much for the furtherance 
al ''Salyation ', if they 
1t z' to- the mortifying of 
ns in *them*which' could 
out and” healed by eafier 
hisis the proper end of it, 
mſelves ,'as Adam, driven 
of Life; by the flaming 
erubim 3 or,- as Caix, caſt 
face'z orgas the Leper, ſhut 
lowſhip* of God's people 3 
taous Coranthian,delivered 
ey _—_— aſhamed , hum- 
tually brought to Repen- 
101d it or aconing 0 


[f 1t work not this effec, 
r own: Yet it will not be. 
For as the- Goſpel is the 
1 unto'Death , when it is 
f Life into Lifez fo this 
nce ſhall not be in vaingbut 
: 'way, or” other, either 
a of the' impenitent , or 
: thoſe that repent. That' 
y beeffeQual for 'their 'e<-/ 
'15 their duty , when: the 
R 3 ſentence 


EE [6:9 
ſhut Heaven, Mit ra 
5: ph Forthat ws bur 
fempbral Judgment; for 1 
fix moneths : But this' is 
forever, upon linp 
greater than - Earthily 
ſtrates can do they can bi 
hand and foot, #nd: deli 
Jylor, and ſeritece: him 
out of their Ddrfiinions : 
' - binds the Soul- and: Conſe 
them - to Satan, and- exc 
tmpenitent ſinners from > 
God 3 that when this Ce 
by the Church -accordin, 
Rules; Jeſus Chriſt is with 
Sos Cenſitte according 
you ſhall bind on Eart) 
in rayLang z and to bleſs it 
ment of its: end ,© the' de 
fleſh ,that the Spirit may be 
a fingular Privikdge of Ch 
Tf they that -are-- out * 
Hou , bleſs themſelves 11 
they cannot be 
oration Boop , they 1 
'tream folly therein 5 for t 
'the Sword of the Magiftr 
immediate judgment of G 
RS, EXC cluded from 
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_ TT © 
uitable ' to their rieeds. . They are 4s 
Sheep '' whom #0 man taketh up , or cireth 
Ir, 11/2 Spiritual way; Iz. 3-13,14- It is 
herefore a ſpecial priviledge of Church- 
embers , and much for the furtherance 
f "their eternal ' 'Salyation , if they 
nprove it'aright , to- the mortifying of 
boſe corruptions in ' them which' could 
ot be *purged oft and” healed by eafier 
neans- And this is the proper end of it, 
hat; ſcerng, themſelves ,''as Adam, driven 
rom che Tree of Life; by the flaming 
word of ' a Cherubim 3 Or, as Cain, cat 
at from Gods face 3 oras the Leper, thut 
ut from the fellowſhip” of God*s people ; 
r, as that Tnceſtnous Corauthian,delivered 
p to Satan, they may be aſhamed , hum- 
led, and cffeQtually brought to Repen- 
ance, dnd tohold it forth according to 
dd's Rules, If it work not this he, 
he fault is their own':' Yet it will not be 
ithout effect. ' For as the- Goſpel is the 
wour of Death unto'Death , when it's 
ot the favour of Life into Lifez fo this 
er Orclinagee ſhall not be in vainbut 
work, ene 'way, or” tother, either 
> deftrution of the' impenitent , or 
e falvation of thoſe that repent. That' 
herefore it may be effeQual for their 'e< 
erna) good,” it is their duty , when' the 
oh K 3 ſentence 
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NUT UP FIcavell, LNAr IT ra 
5. 17. Forthat was but 
femporal Judgment, fort 
fix moneths : But this is 
for ever, upon impenitent 
| ancmag than | Earthly Ki 
rates can do they can bi: 
hand and foot, ' and delr 
Taylor, and ſentence him 
out of their Dorminions : | 
binds the Soul and  Conſc 
them to Satan, and- exc 
1mpenitent ſinners from th 
God 3 that when this Cer 
by the Church - according 
Rules, Jeſus Chriſt #s with 


- | fiehis Cenlute according t 


What you ſhall bind on Earth 
ix Heaven, and to bleſs it 
ment of its end , . the deſ- 
fleſh , that the Spirit may be 
a ſingular Privikdge of Chi 
If they that are out © 
lowſhip, bleſs themſelves ut 
becauſe they cannot be 

'Church-cenſures, they ft 
'tream folly therein 3 for tt 
the Sword of the Magiſtra 
immediate judgment of Ge 
"Creatures, excluded from : 
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itable to their needs. They are »s 
beep whom no man taketh up, or careth 
Ir, 1n a Spiritual way, Iſa. 3-13,14- It is 
tcrefore a ſpecial priviledge of Church- 
embers , and much for the furtherance 
their eternal Salvation , if they 
mprove it aright , to: the mortifying of 
oſe corruptions in them which could 
t be purged out and healed by ecafier 
cans» And this is the proper end of it, 
t, ſeeing themſelves , as Adam, driven 

Mm the Tree of Life, by the flaming 
yord of a Cherubim 3 or, as Cain, caſt 
it from Gods face 3 oras the Leper, ſhut 

t from the fellowſhip of God*s people 3 

, as that Tnceſtuous Corauthian,delivered 

p to Satan, they may be aſhamed , hum+ 
ld, and cffeEtually brought to Repen- 

. Fnce, and to hold it forth according to 
dd's Rules, If it work not this ci&Q, 
ie fault 15 their own :' Yet it will not be 
ithout effect. For as the Goſpel is the 
vour of Death unto Dixath , when it 1s 
t the favour of Life unto Life 3 fo this 
| Foſpel-Ordinance ſhall not be in vaingbut 
all work, ene 'way, or tother, cither 
e deſtruction of the impenitent , or 
& ſalvation of thoſe that repent, That 
erefore it may be effeQual for their 'e 
tal good, it is their duty , when the 
K 3 ſentence 
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(134) 
| ſentence proceeds, either according tofify, 
eighteenth of .Magthew , upon their off} 
hearing the Church, in leſs hainous o&; 
fences 3 or, according; to 1 Cor, 5- ae 
Rev. 22. 15- upon the hainous nature; 
ſcandals given by them againſt comm 
light, to humble themſelves under the might; 
Yy band of God, that be may exalt them fy; 
de time, 1 Pet.'5: 6. and to cry .mighth$ 
ly to him , to.add efhcacy to his Onlfe 
nance , by his Spirit, that their ſpin 
may be duly and truly humbled, thc 
corruptions powerfully mortified , ah 
their ſouls eternally ſaved. Be fare, thilt.; 
you take not part with your ſin againſth 
the Ordinance , but take part with til 
Ordinance againſi-your fin 3- and accoug 
it your honour, to honour God , and elflC} 
alt his Rules; and let others learn henlſty 
by to fear, not joyning with the Churdfſ 
but perſiſting obRtinately in ſin. cl 

| 5 I 2o Corollary. pe 
. Then a Congregational Church(fuchJfr 
hath been deſcribed )is the higheſt Ecclea 
aſtical Tribunal, under Chri(t, in its owfhy 
matters. This was revealed to Fohn, Jt 
that frame of Church-Government whid| gi 
ſhquld continue , from the Apoſtles tim kj 
unto the end of the World z when he lay (| 
a Throne ſet in Heaven, the Tron 
| | | it 
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ot uae e gp, pers 2ongh 


itting upon 1t , andthe four liviag Crea- 
; {Ofſtures between it,and the four and twenty 


er WFlders who fate round about the Throne, 


US Mev. 4-1, ——— 9. Thither appcals muſt 
5* te made according to Chriſt his Ordi- 
ure ance, by an offended Brother , after the 
rſt and ſecond ſtep; or by any Member 
hat finds himſelf over-rigorouſly dealt 
en Frith by his Brethren in theſs ſteps; Matth. 
180818. 17, 18. that there the Cauſe may be 

"Scanned, and Sentence proceed accord- 
lpinfing to Chriſt. If the Church want ſaf- 
tcient light, or conſent, for the ſentence, 
» Ulthey are to ſeek help from others by their 
» Wight and Counſel, but ftill preſerving 


zaFthe power of Cenſure intirely in 


1 Ulthe Church, where Chrilt hath placed it. 
UgThe wiſdom of Chriſt, the good: of the 
l efiChurch,and of every Member, and the na- 
"ture of. the thing require, that there be 


1Yfome chief Tribunal w the exerciſe of »» 


Church-Government ,. unto which Ap- 

peals muſt be laſt made, Juridically , and 
Mfrom which no Appcal may be granted 
land expected. 2. That this chiet Tri- 
Whunal mult have no Ecclefiaftical Power 
» Yabove'itz and 3. That it may not be ju- 
ug dially cenſured by any Power of the ſame 
A kind, All che queſtion is, which 1s the 
y chict Tribunal ? That, ſay Come, muſt be 
K 4 the 
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the Claſſes, under which ach Chur wi 


ſtand, and the Synods under which t ! 
Claſſes are ſubordinate: z and they' gi 
this Reaſon : Becauſe the end, for' wink 
the Keys are given to the Church, 
that all offences may be removed, 
18. 15, 16, &c. Which, they ſay, cannc 
be done, if you put the chief Power. 


oy 


: 
/ 


Judgment into a Congregational Churdſi 
For, what ifan Eldex ? what if the wholf 


Ederſhip ? yea, what if the whole Churc 
offend ? The Church cannot cenſure the 
Elders; for that were to rule their Rulf 
lers, and to judge their Judges 3' nor 


[ 


"al 
Wl 


they cenſure themſelves, But a Claſfis i 


Synod of many Elders may, and will, 


formal, by judicially cenſuring all. 


Anſw. 7. This Argument is built uy 
on a miſtake or error in the foundation q 
it. For the Rule preſcribed in Matth.1| 
is not for removal of all offences, but « 


ſuch private and leſs hainous offences a 
grow publick and notorious, only by ti 


obſtinacy of the Delinquent. For, if of 
fences be publick and heinous in them 


ſelves, the Apoſtle doth not” dire&t Ch 


v 


} 


j} 


ches to proceed by thoſe ſieps, I Cor-5.11} 


Rev-32415, 


'2y Nor doth it make the People Rulenp 


_. of their Rulers, or Judges of their = 
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relkyhen we ſay,that the Church hath a pow- 
| thifer over them, in caſe of Delinquency. For 
gnfiExcommunication is not an a& of the 
vhihigheſt Rule , or Authority, but of the 
, bgheſt - Judgment 3 'and therefore the 
[Power of it may well be in the whole 
nngChurch, as their Priviledge, without any 
er. ntrenchment upon the Rule and Autho- 
urciity of Elders,wherein',as Officers.they are 
vhoſibove the Brethren,whilſt they. a& accord- 
1urSng to Ryle : But , if they become Delin- 
 thefuents,then asMembers, they are under the 
 RuſPower of the whole. The Church muſt 
' wiſabmic to.them , as Rulers, whiPſt they 
ſhs Qhightly exerciſe the Authority of their 
I, Office, in Preaching, Adminiſtring the 


ſeals, holding forth light from Scripture 
t upſtc yr them m cenſure, ordering Speech 


on GFnd Silence according to Rules of Order 
h.1nd Edification, and in other Official 
ut Qs : But they muſt [ſubmit to the 
es Mhurch, queſtioning, or proceeding ' to 
y tigenſure them with good advice of Neigh- 
f ofpBour-Churches and Elders 3 (who as they 
hemfoncurred in giving them the right hand 
hurt fellowſhip in their Ordination, ſo they 
5-11hould concur in approving this Cenſure, 

Þ juſtly nflidgd by the Church, from 
uleÞparity of reaſon, ) The Mayor in a free 
age ity, or Corporation, is, in the right Ad- 
whey * ©. mini- 


I Z6 | 
miniſtration of bis Office, above the ourt, 
none but he. can perform the Adts pecy- 
liar to his place yet, if he corrupt the 
le, pervert Jo uſttce, or be, any way, 
orol y and ſcandalouſly. delinquent , th 
Court can cenſure and deſpoſe hjm. For 
the whole hath Power owes any Membe 
to preſerve its PE » and peace, and ſak 
ty againſt any in the ml that- would 
corrupt, diſturb or deſtroy the fame. Andfſ 
the Covenant binds every Member , to he 
ſubje& to the Power of the whole, tithel 
to be reformed, or removed from comm 
nion of it thereby. 
» Their Plaiſter 1s not ſuitable t: 
heal the Sores of the Church, but it 1 
either too broad, when offences of Þ 
thren may be healed by Church-cenſur 
within themſelvez, or, it is too narrow. 
For, 1- Thoſe Aſſemblies are too ſe 
dom, and cannot fit together long enougl 
to remove the many offences that fall « 
frequently in Churches. 
' 2. Nor can. they Excommunicate 
Church, nor a:zy Officer or Member of {® 
particular Chuch by warrant fra 
Chrifi. 
3- Claſſes, and Synods, and gene E 
Councils may be uyder juſt offences , 1 C 
well as Churches 3 and who ſhall cenſuf® 
them ? T 
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4+ This Plaiſter hinders the healing of PEE 
i the Sores of Churches. For, if a Delin- 177g t,, 
xy quent; diſliking the Churches proceeding, per quod” 
Þ appeals from the ſentence of the Church primaſen- —'/\8F 

'J to the Clafſis , and, for the ſame reaſon , (©42 t2n == || 
her from the ſentence of the Claſſis to a Pro- dann, = 
Gf vinclal Synod, then, to a National Synod, donec bs 
then to an Occumenical Council, which czuſz cog. 
I may not aſſemble in an Age 3 while the j7127e ad 
1 Appeal depends, he ſhall ſtand as uncenſu- ve. oY 
theeſ1-d For this is the Law of Appeals. lutd, fueric 
4 Now, how can that heal which is croſs to Pronunci- 
Wy the preſcription of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ** | 
the only wiſe Phyſician ? He ſaith, Tell the tif 
| Church , and if be negleft to bear the $141k 
2a Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen + sf 
& Prrblican. But he who appeals from the Hb 
Church, doth not hear the Church. 
Therefore he that ſo doth , deſerves to be 


JW. 
d. cut off, by the ſentence of Chriſt , which 
| this Tradition of Appeals from Churches, M1 
" "Yir re propria, to Superiour Eccleſiaſtical if 
I Judicatories , contradifteth , and fo, (NY 
maketh theCommandment ofChritt void, 
- Jand of none ele. It remaineth there- 
Fore, that the Church of a particular Con- EY: 
need &<gation 35 the higheſt Tribunal under (4 
is, Lnit, in ſuch things as are proper to it 'Þ 
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' Ze Corollary. gi 
Then intireneſs of Church- Govern; 
ment , in a particular Church compleatel, 
with its Officers, #1 re propria, will welf- 
conſiſt with that communion of ChurF* 
ches which the Scripture eftabliſheth |" | 
The reaſon is', becauſe both' are the Or! 
dinances of Chriſt, and Chriſts Ordinances 
do not interfere. As the Communionf® 
of Neighbour-Families doth not croſs the; 
compleat Government of ſeveral Familie" J 
within themſelves, reſpe&ively, in thingſ ” 
properly Domeſtical. . And as communi- 
on among Kingdoms 'and Common-ſ' 
wealths, hindreth not _the intireneſs 0 
JuriſdiQion in each Kingdom and Com 
monwealth within it ſelf, in its propa 
concernments 3 So it is in the commu- 
nion of Churches. Therefore Church 
communion muſt be only, in_a way lþ. 
Brotherly affociation, for mutual helpful-F | 
neſs, 1 in matters of this nature , but not, 
in way of ſubordination, or ſubjec&tion c 
one Church to the Ectlefi aftical Govern ap 
ment, whether of another Church, or of* 
the Elders of ſeveral Churches afſembled” 
in Claſſes or.Synods. The Communion off, 
Churches, in the former way, is exeralſe | 
according to Rule; in ſundry caſes , 4 
| ; 1, 1M 
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i. In mutual care. 2. In recommendas 

jon of Members. 3. In participation' 
rn. ff ſuch Ordinances as are for comfort and 
\re{{trengthning the Members of other Chur- 
wes occaſionally. 4. In relieving and' 
1p f{accouring one another. 5. In counte«- 
ett ancing, by giving the right hand of fel- 
O:-(Þwſhip untoa Church in its firſt gather- 

"Ing, and unto Elders at their Ordinati-' 
ON. 6. In conſulting one with another. 
theſyhen we have occafion to require the 
-17-0jadgment and Counſel of other Churches, 
nos(oncerning any Perſon or Cauſe , where- See theſe 

o wich they may be better acquainted than tone n 
ſpur ſelves. 7: In admoniſhing one an- F972" 
ther, in caſe of publick ſcandal © All form of 


ſe (and if withdrawing: fellowſhip up- Church- 
n juſd cauſes, be added to them) are no Diſcipline 


11. Ore than one Apoſtle may. do to another; _—_ = 
ch mthout exerciſing Church-Government nod at © 


, offoyer them. Communion of Churches Cambridge 
ful- In-the latter WAY 5 of ſubordination ori? New- 


notÞubjection to other Churches or Synods, E844; 


off" re __ the Scripture 'no where 1649. the 

r--Ppproveth. Not of one' Church to ano-'cighth 

+ offi<rvfor there is a parity among Churches, rap | 

el" par in parem non habes imperiuims, Nor gy 16. © 

; oft one Church to a Synod made up of the 

ſolfE/ders of ſundry Neighbour-Churches. 

- he Aſſembly in A& 15 Is a p—_ 
| .-. they 


» Wl 


_— Wn 


Pl 
Orgs 
WI WY © 5 I 0" REN 


= 
_— 
” 


W909 ty rn 
GE el in 


— 


_— 


» —— m, yy bbs or i o 8 Y n 2 - 
> 7. « « _—_ _ " —— ""E 6 & > 4. bat I RS 72, « 
ws ps * = Rs ” on aw” ae, q ED - Mo we" x {TR + oo - ph pe Cr "= AS S—erag in cm Y - 
_ = L F 2 E . . "— " , _ - - > —_ : 5 
SB Gp. 4dr ach. s TOI TOIETD ; OO ITE OY our AC. i 4 ; « 
oe > > wy wy I a%. - " _ . Sk » ny C \- * PE” Pere, a WS Va Lone + #5 \s Cor 
Jn 7 
: . P 4 mw iy bt] gh the. 
- — j- _ - - » — nm. WV — _—_ - TY Y 
_ > 
== mn VIE; © - 2 m_y os _ x — $2 vw -— I» = ws - o a> > _ _ = 
'* 1 oy ay — AY "+" + _ > owe > + * a »” ”* 
s . ETFS . oe _- oY 
mo - _ de Gees 9m ws - me) ©5s S Fe 
_ - —_ a a $ CT 
” - p. - 4 ” 4 —_— , - 
a - 4 «ug & wp EY _ 
-\ $ % 71 7 1 _— COPE * 
JSIOOEES py h_ = >- — _— — WW ge . am ve _— " 5 
= > Ie —_——_ _ 


onthe "ay 


199%: 30% 2/04 ny \# #145 oh Oe em wy 


ches, in admiſſion of their Members , otfif, 
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they ſay of fach a Synod. Let us ſec how 


their Claſſical Aﬀemblics anſwer it Þþ 
I- That was no ſet meeting, moneth$ 
ly, or quarterly , but meerly occaſtonal$ 
Act. I 5. I, 2o > . 7 
2. It was not an Aſſembly of Elder 
mecting apart from the Brethren of thi 
Church where they affembled , 7: 
22, 23» C 
| 3+ Ir was but a meeting of two Chu 
ches, that of Antioch ſending, their Mel$, 
{cngers, with Pax! and Barnabas, and that 


| at Feruſalem, the Apoſtles ( whoſe re x 


dence, for the preſent, was there ) joynþ 
ing with them, Verſ-4,6. [ 
_. + That aſſembly pave their judgmenthh 
both of the Dod&rine taught at Anzioch,0ſ; 
of the perſons that taught it , as trouble; 
ſome and ſubverters,Verſ. 24+ but did neiff 
ther Excommunicate them ,. nor comy 


. mand the Chuich to Excommunicate, 


chem. \ ett 2 Ph | Y 
_. 5. They dire&ted and charged tg 


. Church from the Word , what thejſh, 
ſhould do, Ver: 28, 29. but they did nd; 


do their Acts of Power for them. 

_ 6+ Nor did this Aſſembly cxercilg, 

Church-governmeut over that Church 4, 
zoch, or any other Church or Chury 


I 


T « 143) 
hoy Ordination of their Officers, or in Ad- 
| ſhiniſtration of the Seals, or in Excom- 
Ktiunicating, or 10 reverſi ing or nullifying 
Mal fhe cenſure inflicted by the Church. For 


heſe were res propria to every re. 
IdeFhurch within it ſelf Yet, becauſe I 


dy peace, and conſent with godly Bre- 


VerſShen , fo far as it may ffand with Truch, 
_ - P willingly grant, that other Churches, 
hu ry Synods rightly gathered and order- 
, have ſo much Power and Authority, 
Tn ky in theſe matters, as'T can find any 
retarrant for in Scripturez being willi 
yo 0 to yield further if it can be cleare 
from _ ture, that more is due unto: 
n MFhem. There axe two Caſes, wherein 
Þ;Mhe res ous of a particular Church, may 
all under the cognizance and determina» 
ne ion of other Churches or Synods. : 
oMy 1. When they want ſufficient light, or 
catompetent. conſent among themſelves, 
yhich was.the caſe of the Church at Ati- 
Us: provided, that they have liberty to 
theſp ooſe ſuch a- Church or Churches , for 
| noffhis purpole, as themſelves approve to be 
We. for attainment of their end, in ſeck- 
> light, as the Church at Antioch agreed 
Jo o fend to that at Feruſalem, though two 
ndred miles dittant from them. Burt, 


'Y Fichey have ſufficient light within them- 
{elves, 
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faves, and hold it forth convid ingly Þc: 
from Scripture , the Elders and Princi-ſgiv 
pal Members of the Church , 'and majorſþt: 
part of the Brethren by 'far. couſentingſſþli 
therein, no Rule requireth or alloweth, Þn 
that, for the wilfulneſs of a. Delinquent , ſþnc 
who will not hear the Church, or of two 
or three Brethren , who fide with' him, ff 
and refuſe to joyn with the Church in þr 
_ cenſiiring him, the Church ſhould be hin-Þf 
dred from proceeding , till other Chur- 69 
ches or Elders have been conſulted. For fat 
if this be granted 1. It will diſturbÞ 
all Church-Proceedings. 2. And if itn 
be brought'to a'Claſſis, it muſt iſſue thereÞ! 
by. the Vote of the major part, if as many 
Elders in that Aſſembly difſent, as 'Bre-PÞal 
thren did before in the Church-meeting, Pal 
' ſo that nothing is gained thereby. And 
if the Delinquent, for the ſame reaſon, 
appeal to a Synod, there may be the ſane 
iffye, and ſo appeals may be drawn fur-F' 
ther; till a Delinquent wreſt himſelf at Þs. 
laſt from all power of ceuſure.' ' The {e-Þ 
cond Caſe is, when that which is res pro- Þg 
ria, in the thing done, ſimply conſidered, f- 
comes. res communis in the Cauſe or ut 
Fround of proceeding. For though re-'Þ/ 
cciving of Members, Election, and Ordi- 
-nation of Officers, and AR - 
Ws 2p 5 - --- Sealsſþ; 
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ly (Seals and Cenſires, bo Ads of the power 
ci-ſfiven byChriſt to particularCharches; yet 
or þt never was the mind of Chriſt, to eſta- 
ng Þliſh, by\chat Grant, an abſolute power 


h, } ſuch, Churches , to corrupt the Faith 
t, gud Worſhip of God, in theniſeJves , aj 


yo ſu other Churches. If thetefoxt a Chutth, 
hat was” planted a noble V3ne , wholly a 
in þ right Seed, ſhall tern to the degenerate 
n- Ilarts of aſtrange Vine unto God, and be- 
r- ome Heretical, or Schiſmatical , or {cari- 
or Kalouſly corrupt, and therefore retejve 
rb ſ[ſco [their fellowſhip known Herendis , 
it nd Schiſmaticks , and chooſe ſuch into 
ROkce,, and refuſe to admit into fellow- 
y Pip gr Office, ſuch as; arc ſound in the 
e Faith, becauſe” they axe ſound in the 
>, $6 and Otder of tho Goſpel, and calt 
d Fat txi m their fcllowthip ſuch as teſtifie, 
1, {cording to Rule, againlt theſe cvils, and 
ic ($ctule co. conſent with them therein, &c. 
- tbe Neighbour Church”, or Churches ; 
Þc. Elders, and Erethrcu Aſſembled in 2 
"Þynod ( if the evil ſpread to the difturb- 
+ 0g; corrupting, or ſcandalizing, of many 
[, I-burches ) have power , and it 1s theis 
x {aty, 1. To conſider of this Matter, 
-F4fi. 15.6. 2. To argue, debate, and 
« ſetermine according to the Word , Verfs 
f[} —— 23- _ 3- To publiſh the (ame t9 
| the 


cn. mn. a —_ -—— O—__—— 
—— , 
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the Church or Churches whoth Itce | 
cerneth, verſe 23- tobear witneſs agahilf. © 

their corruptions Mm Do@timme or Manſ © 

ners, and to give directions fromi th 0 

ond, for the Reformation thereof, ve © 

28, 29. - 4. Such Determitizcc ov 

] ant Diveetions Bling found conſonant! - 
| the Word of God in Ecriptarezthe Chard 
to whom they ate ſent , are” to receh t 
them with due reverence and ſubmiffio - 
as to the Ordinatice of God. Or, 
caſe of  obftinate ' perfiſtance of ck i 
Church or Churches in their fcandator E 
evils againſt Tight convictingly held forth? 
the Churches {o offended, or Ab, an 
by them, are to withdraw from thern thþ ft 
right hand of fellowſhip and *Chyr 
Communion, till they repent and reforn the 
This folfows , in proportion , o_ Ov 
contrary, Gal- 2..9. and a 6 ER. 
3-6, 14» there being ike - Ms Fri 
Churches and Perſons, Sin this x6lpedt | Fa 
ſuch offended Churches and: Synods , © 
not to exerciſe Chnrch-cenſures , Fat wi n 
of Diſcipline, nor any - other * "Act 
Church- Government, as neither did tha i 
Aiſſcrobly, in A. 15. 29. © Lit 
Here Uſha] crave fcave to joyn wit! All 
my Brethren in, addi ing ſome cantiogPut 
touchiftg the Communion and Conſociſat t 
. ation 


wy 


( By 
oo) tion of Churches.© To:ſee that this Con- 
tf. ſoctation of Cimrches be not perverted 
either to the oppreſlion , ; " dimmution 2 


F of the juſt Liberty 'and - 
who being well ſupplyed. with .a- Faich- 


tif ful and expert-Preghytery, af their-own, 


x&do walk. in their integrity ; according 
«FF to the Truth aud Peace, of the Goſpel: 
"Fall Charchcs, how pure.ſoever > in. de- 
h Frermining ſuch: Ha&T&fas, as ate requi» 
of lite for he cdification of all Chnirches , 
rtacording to God : but;, ia the Ele&ion 
Sand Ordination of Officers: » and cenſure 
#$of offenders , -let it ſuffice the Churches 
Confociate / to aflilt ORE, atiother with 
their: Counſel, atid; tight. hand: of| fel> 
wwſhip 3 when they {ea particakar 
be Church to uſe their Liberty and Power 
'oaright;: But let them not pur forth. the 
K Peakeer of. there Community ,cithes to 
5:ſach; Church - Ads,out &f their 
kx or to hinder them-in their-laws- 
tal courſe, unleſs they ſee them through 
haſl? lenorance or weaknels-; to abuſe. their 
Liberty and Aiithority in the ' Goſpel: 
it All the Liberties of the Churches were 
;ogpurchaſed to them by the-precious Plagd 
o# the Lord Jeſus , and. therefore may 
ol. ' | 2 © not 


uthority, of 
, Ceach particular Church within it ſelf, 


- Vr.Cotton 


of the 


Reys,p.59- 


Let Synods.have their juſt Authority 3 in 


Mr. Shep- 
heard's & 
Mr. Allen's 
Defenſe of 
the 9 Poſt- 
tions, 1 
anſy. to 
Mr.Ball. 


4 AW 
© not the Charches' pive them away , not «. 
< many 'Churches' take them out of thc, 
, hands cf ore © [04441 7 c: 


L 


''! Othersexpreſs their apprehenſions , inſ<| 


"HICSS EO Ni rr a 
' "way of Cantion, toaching this mat 1 


11--:ter g thU$- 7" ET 
1. Aﬀociatioti of divers particular Chur{« 1 
© hes, we: hold needful , as well as the 
© combination - of-' Members into ong1y 
© Church 3 -yetſo, as there be no .Schiſnfth 
*of one- from another; nor uſurpation ofth 
< one over another 3\ that - either  on{ gjj 
© ſhould deprive the: reſt- of ipeace, byCt 
© Schiſm ,-or many ſhould deprive anyrh 
© one of its power: by uſurpation..:\ Hencon 
© 7 Fraternal Conſociation we-:acknowych; 
©ledpe. ' Conſociation 3 for mutual Coungyy 
© fel and help;"*to* prevent ,- or -removeſjn 
*'Sin, or Schiſm : Yet Fraternal 'ohly', to | 
* to preſerve cach-others Power.- i.'Conlofcox 
© ciation of Churches we would:have ' cafmil 
© mulztive: ( not:in-words, but in deed} | 


. *to ſtrengthen the power - of” patticulaBat t 


© Churches :' Not! privative,' to' take awiljas / 
©any power, which: they had from tifcar; 
©oift of Chriſt before. For, as 'on tilfſof c 
© one (ide, « thay leem ſtrange , that onfCoy 
& Church offending ſhould have no mearſſter 
© of Cure by the conceived power of manyand 
©(o, on'the* other fide , the danger 'miti;e; 
| | appell ” 


D 


wrote ene CI 
——  ————  —  — — 


On «appear as great, and frequently:falls out, 
tha* that, when many Churches: are ſcandz- 
| L lous, one innocent Church may. be ure 
In<by the Uſurpation of all. And hence 
atJ* we ſce not, but that Fraternal Conſocia» 
[*tion-is the | beſt Medicine to heal the 
urJ* Wounds of both, _— 

thi Hereunto I ſhall add, that, as theſe god- 


Ind1ly Learned Brethren ſpeak_ nothing, for 
inJthe Claflical Power of Elders , for which 


1 ofthe Presbyterians contend, tanquani pro 
nd aris & focis 3 {o in that Communion of 
byChurches, which I with. them Jook at as 
mythe Ordinance of Chriſt , due raoderatis 
non muſt be exerciſed hy Neighbour Chur- 
wiches, that their exerciſing brotherly Com- 
mnmunion; in. teſtifying againſt ſuch Ads 
Vefin a particular Church, as they conceive 
Tto be aberrations from the Rule, be ac- 
{c cording, to Scripture-Light , with Hu- 
caImility z and that, ,, | 
dj 71. Held forth by them , they looking 


valas Apoſtles, .nor as tntallibly aſſiſted, . or 
tMcrricd by the Spirit, above {lt poſſibility 
tifot erring, ,. in. theix, Dxerminations and 
olfCounſels, apd therefore do ngt in a Ma- 
alſterly way impoſe their Determinations 
and Counſels upon others, but propound 
mtiem in che ſear of God, to be: examined 
=—_ WS - by 


Wat themſelves, though as Elders, yet not 


- 


; ! by. the Scripture, and received only a 


far, as they ſhall be found to agree therc{.. 
with. And, if. that Church hold forthþ; 
Reaſons oftheir contrary apprehenfions[+ 
let them be duly weighed , and anſwered, 
convidinglyz or let that Church be let; 
at liberty, to walk according to thee; 
own light, in re propria , without offenſe] W 
or diſturbance. ' | : 
2. Godly Wiſdom is to be exerciſe{y 

in ſuch proceedings, in making differenied, 
betweeri Cauſe and Cauſe 3 which will, 
not ſuffer Churches to connive at groſk, 
ſer ſcandals, nor to withdraw: the righty, 
hand of fellowſhip from any Church up 
on ſmall differences m Judgement of, 
Practice, much leſs , for Cenfuring, and 4 
Holding under Centfare impenitent- perf; 
fons, when the ſcandalous obftimacy of; 
delinquents is res propria to that Church $f: 
though ſome other Churches ( 'beingl, 

—miſ-led by their ' Guides , who poffibly, 
may ſide, more than they ought, with' thy... 
delinquent , out of ſome lecret grutd... 
again{t the Elders of that Church) dedlarſy.,; 
it to be their Judgment, that the-partſſ;;.; 
ſhould not have been layed under. that 
-F .Cenſure, or ſhould 'row De releaſed fro he 
3 if... FO when Oe right-hand of fehCh,, 
'q lowſhip from a'Cliupch 'for ſuch a cauſe 


o OI 


— _—— 


- - ite rafts art nr» rt A 
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7 {Church found in the Faith, and Ocr- 


NShtween, Churches , where . brotherly 
TAommunion, 1s exerciſed with true Ha- 
leffilicy and. godly Wiſdom. Sce the mo- 
heir ration of that Afﬀricaz Synod, whereof 
nſe ypriau wrote'thus to Stephanus. | Cete- 
7 


; ſemel ſint uſurpata, retinere” Du in re, 
hee nos cxiguan facimus aut legem damus , 
hm habeat in Ecclefie adminiſtratione vo- 
Muntatis ſus arbitrium. liberum nnaſquiſqz 
Irepoſitus,, rationem ans ſui Domino red- 
TYiturus... Yet. theſe proper practices. of 
Mme Churches, differed trom the Decree 
h if that Synod, which was eſtabliſhed, as 
he faith ,. Conſenſu & authoritate .commu- 
bl) 3, Nor will there eves be end of brea- 
hTtes among Churches , unleſs due mo- 
tration, in..fuch Caſes, be exerciſed. , 


Bhat love among Churches. may, be ntain- | 


ined. IONS 90 | 

wy 3. Unto theſe kt it be.addcd., that as 
Mhe Found3tjon, of the Communion of 
l hurches is brotherly love »1e, all » te 
4. | L 4 
5 


5 contrary to Rules of tyue: Wiſdom. If. 


ereder of the Goſpel , greater matters than. 
this will cauſe no breach of Communion 


mſcimys, quoſdam, quod ſemel imbiberint, Cypr. 1. x; 
Gulle deponere , nec propeſirges ſunum facile Ep. 1. 


os are, ſed ſalvo iter collegas pacis . & con- 
0 f die page, quedam propria , que apud' 
0 
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won. on 
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Cyprian. 
(16,1. Ep. 


i 
Churches ſhould 'ſhew to any one Churchſd: 
and before other Churches , the proof of at 
their love, in not cafily receiving ſuggeſty C 
ons agaiuſt the proceedings of it, though C 
from ſome Elder or Paſtor, or Teacher of $ 
another Church, who may ' poflibly L 
ſpeak againſt them out of envy, or iÞl wily bi 
much more, in not countenancing a cen h 
ſured Delinquent , complaining againf R 
the Church and Elders, by whom he way vw 


cenſured , in a diſorderly tumultuony uv: 


manner, as defirous to beget reproach ti 
and trouble to that Church, and Conf at 
tentions and Diviſions among the Chur] t 
ches and Elders, from an evil ſpirit of ref © 
venge. The African Paſtors were carey t1 
ful hereof, as Cyprian notes. Cum ftatu] d 
tum fit omnibus nobis, & equum ſit pariter C 
ac juſtum, ut uniuſcujuſqz cauſa tllic audi (c 
tur, ubz eſt crimen admiſſum , & ſingulifj 2 
paſtoribus portio egregis ſit ' aſcripta , quam} t 
regat wnuſquifq & gubernet , rationem ſu 

afius Domino rediturus , oportet utiqz cal 
"quibus preſumus , non circumcurdare , ud v1 
Epiſcoporum concordiam coherentem ſud ſub] 1 
dola & fallaci temeritate , collidere, ſeq © 
gzere illic cauſam ſuanz , ubi, ff accuſatorey | 


' babere, & teſtes jui criminis, poſſint. * I 


Laſtly, If the Elders and Meſſenger t 


pf Chuzeties' affembled'in a Synod , " 4 


——_ > ee. <i—t nns c— — 
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hi determine any thing contrary to the Rule} 
land prejudicial to the intireneſs of the 
Hd Churches -Power , within . it (elf, the 
Church may, and ought, to refuſe ſuch? 
r off Sanctions, as not being fancited:by the: 
bly Lord. / The Communion of: Churches 
vily being, rightly ordered, according to what 
eny hath been: ſaid , is a ſuffhcient Spirituab 
inf}. Remedy againſt all thoſe inconveniences; 
way which ſome: think cannot be redrefled-; 
oug unleſs Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction over par- 
ach ticular Churches be eſtabliſhed in Claſſes 
onf and Synods': As, if a' Church fall: into 
urj two Factions &Oppoſitions within it ſelf; 
re or, if there be ſcandalous contention. þe- 
rei tween;two Churches , or between the El+ 
14 derſhip' and Brother-hood of the ſame 
tee Churchz or, if a whole Church be '\under 
liz) ſcandalous Delinqueneies ; I ſay, theſe 
zl 2nd the like inconveniencies will be ber- 
an ter redrefſed, in this way, than in that. of 
1 Claflical Government. For, this way is 
eq grounded upon Divine Inſtitution , ſo-is 
4 not that : And the bleſſing of Chriſt fol 
#4 lows and accompanies his own Inſtitut 
4 ons, not mens. devices. If UVzzah put 


intention could not juſtific his action, but 
his not acting according :to -Gpds order 
' was his death. The Prelates had as _ 

ble 


4 forth his hand to ſtay the Ark, his good 


«3 $4 


' Churches, and-taking the Keyes out of f 


 lmenical Councils, - Þ whe wh " 


| - to particular Churches. . 


| the Members of 


:-hath-ever been highly eſteemed, as an Ab |? 
of _ grace from the Soveraign- Pow- 


0bleder-; with the conſequents of it, 


(154). 
 Ghile a plea | for - their Juriſdition over ' 


their hands, viz. for Unity, Peace , andf 
Conformity 3 yet the vanity of it is now) , 
manifeſted 'unto -all men. Laftly, The 

fame inconveniences may. bcfall. Claſſical" 
and Synodal Afſemblics, yea; and: Oecu- | 


there for them ? Not © muck, as this [| 
way of. Communion of TE: afford- 


_.. Corollary 4- 

Then ems - OY CR 4 
ment in a | roo tion, 2 reſ 
propris, _ to be chankfally received, 
rightly improved , and faithfully preſer- | 
ved, without violation of it, both by |; 
particular Char ches, and 
by other Charches, and their Officers. 

\ 1. It muſt be thankfully received , as 2. 
bleſh ng promiſed of God Ss his people, 
"_ hearts are 3ngaged to approach unto 

him, Jer. 30-'21- The grant by Charter, 
ob intireneſs of Government within themr |: 
Felves, unto Cities: and | Corporations, | : 


It was for the mjoyment of this Pri- 


_ the chief Captain, in {Gs 22+ 25; 


2651] - 


bs 2 great {urnmie of money.” "This" grant to 


ww, Particular Churches is advantagious to 
he Fre Members of them , ſundry ' wayes. 
a1 ['- For their eaſe, in having their Cauſes 
To card, examined and iflued, at home, 
-. [without chargeable, tircloms'journeys 
- ſto the Claſſical or Synodal Affembly, to 
" ſhave their matters determined there, 
. For incouragement and liberty of the 
pirit and ſpeech of him thatis'to anſwer 
before his Brethen- and the Elders, who 
have a Member-like and Paſtoral careard 
reſpe& of him, whereas. the i preſence. of 
ſundry ftrange faces of perſons of ſuperi- 
our Rank and Quality,” would not a little 
1 daunt him , which might © occaſion his 
[falling in his Cauſe, 3. For: their fati(- 
faction concerning the Churches proceed- 
ing, where, as all circumftances can be 
” Fbelt cleared, ſo more moderation may ra- 
tionally be expected from theirown Of- 
2 ſficers and Brethren, than trom ſtrangers, 
, comparatively, and from ſuch as are ſub- 
+ [)<&o the ſame cenſures , and''the ſame 
_ [either hath been, or may be//itheir own 
caſe, they know not how foon, '( which 
are ſtrong inducements to moderation, 


bs. 29. os bis freedomin Rome with 


catory -of conſtant Judges , who think 


"| Exod. 23.9. Gal5.1.) thanfrom a Judi- 


them 


Lt dhe ts 


<2 
bg? 


the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Tribunal, in its] 


tified in-;the cquity of the Churches pro-ſ ti 


( 156) 
themſelves out of. that 'danger.. 4. Fogitt 
common edification in the CungregatioPÞ 
pal way , all: may hear and be edified bu 
their - preſence in Church-proceedings|th 
Afis 5. 11, Fhis they looſe , in the PresFar; 
byterial way , Claſlicall Afſemblies conf 
fiſting only. of Elders meeting and-aQingpgen 
cette 1.1 | Ty 
2. It muſt be rightly improved, whichÞ! 
is then done , when Church-procecdingptt 
are orderly carried according to Chrittgþi0 
Rules, both-by the'Elderſhip and FraterP- + 
nity , aGing the Power which Chriſip!' 
hath delegated to them , reſpedtively, acÞh1 
cording to their ſeveral intereſts, in thefan 
due order, and with mutual conſent , ac ſel 
cording to-God. | TE» gan 
Zo It muſt be faithfully preferved withou of 
violation. 1.By the Members of particular 
Churches,ſubmitting to theOrdinance offE! 
Chriſt , whereby | the Church ,; acting]in 
according, to Rule, 15 made undcr Chriti, th 


own matters, 2 Cor. 8. 5. without ap- th 
pealivg to. other ,Ecclefiaſtical Judicato-ſ K 
ries, who; have no power from Chriſt to ſr 
diſpenfe Ehurch-cenſures, or to releaſe] R 
men from them, Matth. 18.18 . |V 
; Objeft.\What if the Brother be not. ſa- Þ 


ceed- 


——_— - - do 
Ce RI — rn eto 


% 
(157) Ws, 
ageedivg ? Anſc The Elders having declared 
tioJhe mind:.of Chriſt from Scripture to 
{ b$uide their proceedings, and the Brethren 1H 
ngs ther 0440.90 ,ucddv, or the major part, by i þ 
ear,judging accordingly,let him ſuſpect his f 
-onÞwn apprehenſions, fearing that Satans | 
-:ngtemptations , and his own. corruptions; | 

ride, and felt-flattery may darken and [3 4 
iichſharden him , Prov. 28. 14. 2+. Let him 41 
negkttend ſeriouſly to the light held: forth 1/4 
ilgrom Scripture, for his convidtion, 2 Cor. 144 
rerJ2- 6+ praying the Lord to make it effectu- | 
riſl in hin» 3.Let him'thankfully cloſe with ſr 
ac4the light that doth ſhine unto him , and | i 


thejanſwerably judge and condemn in him- 
ac{clf the-evil, which that light reproveth, \\ 
Jand follow on to know the whole mind '” 
utjof Chriſt! concerning the nature and |. 
ar|compalſs of his guilt , ſeeking unto the | 
offElders for further help, with a (elt-deny- 
igang ſpirit, that he may come up fully to 
f,the Rule. 4+ It he cannot ſhew conviet- 
ts] ingly to the Church ſome errours in (| 
>| the Elders expounding or-'applying the | 
»| Rule to the Caſe ,, whereupon the Cen- 
of ſure proceeded , let him. fall. under the 
el Rule, or look at it as his great fin, ,and 
violation of his Covenant,” which bound p |} 
-| him to ſubmit unto the judgement of 1 
-| 'the Church, it he finde that , gh 
,  4inful 


- therefore much leſs , from a Delinquent 


(18). 
finful- prejudice ; he cannot receive. 
light held forth, when he hath no. objry 
Qion of weight againſt it. | of 
12+ Other Churches and the Elders qIf' 
them ought to preſerve the 1intireneſs the 
Power of. every particular Church, jun fc 

opri& , inviolate. The Law of Low co 
ang Righteouſneſs binds' every mani here to 
unto. 'One Corporation muſt. uphold be 
the juſt Rights; Liberties , and Power of th 


. © another. If a man ſee bis. brothers Ox « 5 


Sheep go aftray , be muſt in any coſe brim 
them again unto bis brother, 'Deat. 52. 1 L 
much more'if he ſee a Sheep of Chrilif bi 
go aſtray by'fintul prejudice againſt the tt 
Church , he. muft in any caſe convince} d 
him of his errour » and bring him again t! 
to' the Church, as the Angel returned t: 
Hagar to Sarab her Miſtreſs, Gen» 16: 8,9. 
For this purpoſe, 1. They mult zot re 
ceive an avcuſation againſt an Elder (much 
leſs, againft: the Church and Elderfhip )I 
uhder two or three witneſſes, 1 Tm 5. 19; 


utiderpublick cenſure, and that in his 
one :cauſe. .2. If more joyn with him, 
atteſting what he ſaith ; they muſt ſee, 
7 Whether they do it , ina way of ftacti- 
on, ſiding. with a cenſured [Delinquent 
__ the Church , or no. Tt yea 3 they 
mult 


a4 8'.bhr et Xa. A 1 


Un). 
Ef 
objdry to Rule, and avoid them , as'diftarbers 
of the peace of the Church, Roms 16+ 17» 

JIf not 3 they muſt inquire, 'x, whether 
RG i they have pleaded with the Church it 
inn{lt, Hof. 2> 24 in ſach manner as be» 
Fi cometh uch as would approve thamſeclves 
cre5 to love the Truth and _ Zach. 8. 21> 
ld before they become accuſers of the Bre» 


r of thren unto others. 2 Whether they pro» 


q cced peaceably, or tumultaouſly ? and ta» 

g multuoſly they do a&, if they- (eek nor 

1] Light in the uſe of Means, firft, at home, 
- q but refuſe help that way,when it is offered 
J them, that they may make trouble and 


i their complaints abroad, and thoſe , not 
edj to ſome one Church ,. without whoſe 
9:1 help the queſtion cannot be ended, 'as the 
| Church at Antioch fent to the' Church at 
bl Fernſalem, but to cight or nine- Chur- 
)] ches;, ſome nearer, fome far diſtant from 
1 the Church,ſome 40,509,100, 50miles off, 
tf and that without giving notice-of their 
5 | purpoſe to the Church, or having their 
; | -confent thereunto, or ſo much as to the 


clearly ſee an evil ſpirit working in the 
"buſineſs, with which ; others ſhould have 
no 2 Cor. x2.'20- 3 Whe- 
| ther 


ſt teſhhe againſt their wiy-;-as contri. 


{ diſturbanceto the Church:, by ſpreading 
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Rating of the queſtion. -If ſo, they may 


fete 01 pn 
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 Ifmot, they. 'muſt be convinced of their Þut 


thing ,. alters parte . inaudita , remem- 


they can;do;.is, to. inform. themſelves | 
from, the, Church , whether their rcport 
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viſe; from Scripture, as the caſe requires, | 
according to. their judgement , exhort- 


(160) 


- ther they do poſitively juſtifie the Delia! 


quent iti.that, for which he was cenſured, Þ" ' 
and upon, what grounds z or only declareÞs 
their. good Opinion of the -Delinquent inf £ 
ſome xelpects, and.chat they are not clear are 
concerning the cquity of the cenſure. If theÞ/!c 
Jatter. it is the duty of thoſe to whom they} 
thus:ſpeaky to convince them of the error 
of :thein way«': 4 Whether . they. come 4 
only in a back-biting way, or are willing 
to ſpeak: the ſame things publickly before 
the Church, which they accule privately. 


finning 'againſt common . equity , AG. 
25. 16, 5 What the , end,. is which 
they propound unto themſelves in ta- 
king, this courſe ? whether it be for lighe 
only,? or,for the. nullifying of the cen- 
ſure by the power of others ? If the for- | 
merz they cannot. ſafely conclude any 


bring what Solomon faith , Prov. 18. 17- 
If the ;latter, they - muſt profeſs , that 
they have.no ſuch Power , but all that 


be true, or not, and to -give ſuch. ad- 


ing them in the mean ſpace, to at- 
teud 


a 
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o$:nd the Rule. in Memberlike ſubmif % 
"0 to the Power of their Church, accoxds» 


g 


_ 


lg tO God. T3028 

ind Deſt. But ſuppoſe that the party cen- 
arffured think he can prove that he is 
hefyronged 3 is there no courſe to be taken 
eyſor tho freeing of him from a ſentence 
it 1s unjuſt in his apprehenſion 2 
Aufw. Ihe hath held forth - capvin= 
g ſing light ( as he concciveth ) to the 
re Church, to prove that he is wronged , 
y. $0d hath waited patiently tor redreſs , 
ix þut can find none, and therefore defireth 
zh joyn with {ome other Church 3 he 
b 
t- 
K 
L- 


nay remove his dwelling , it no other 
burch bo in the ſame place, or, without 
at, if there bc, and he may offer hims 
If to their fellowſhip , making known 
p them his caſe. - It , in other reſpects, 
y Fey approve him, as one , whoſe tcllow- 
- hip with them would be helptul, or com- 
. ortable to them 3 they will acquaint the 
t Church, whence he came, with his de- 
t fre, and crave their advice, which will 
s raw from that Church a ful] Narrative 
t Þi his Caſe: Upon exarnination whereof 
- Fneſe, who defire his fellowſhip , will 
zbour with him, to further his repent- 
- ſince, and his holding it forth to the 
: 2 ſatiſs 


» as _ _— 2 - 


(198) 

Gtisfa&tion of that offended Church| 
according to Rule 3 which being done 
the Church that was offended will | 
reconciled to him, and forgive him , 25: 
confirm their love to him, in the Lord 
and recommend him to that fellowthig| 
where he deſires to ſettle. But, it tf:c 

will not 3 the Church that heth thus 

laboured in the buſineſs, wil 2cuan 

other neighbour-Churches with the mat 

ter, and crave their advice , who hind 

ing, cither that the Chi.:ich did crr 1: 

judgement , or that the Delinquent hat! 

{itisficd the Rule of Repentance , wi 

fenitte their apprchenſions to both th] 
Churches, and accordingly the party is] 
either releaſed by the one, or receive: 

by the other , each of them preſervin; 

iis Church-power in re propria, accord 

ing. to their light , maintaining fii 

Church-Communion , -notwithftandin: 

their different -apprchenſions touchin; 

this matter. 

2. If the caſe be reducible to whz 
is noted in the third Corollary , there vo. 
may find a ſufficient Remedy preſcribed 
according to Congregational Principlc:| 
without his remove. | 
*+ 3» In ſome Caſcs , a miſchicf is to} 

-. | cho- 
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(179) 
choſen, before an inconvenience, 25 Law- 
yers ſpeak. Better it is that the Church 
want a Remedy for a Caſe that may not 
happen in a mans lif:, than to be under 
the continual droppings of Clafhcal Ju- 
Tiia:&ion over them in all Caſes. 

4. We have. formerly proved, that 
Claſſical Juriidiction 1s fo far from being 
helpful to Churches , that 1t fruſtrates 
Chriſts grant of Power to particular 


Churches in re propriae 


